Abolitionist Writing
Antislavery sentiment in the United States began in colonial times. But in the thirty years before the Civil War, the sentiment turned to militant action as blacks and whites began demanding the immediate abolition of slavery. Abolitionist organizations, local and national, were created to promote the emancipation of slaves and to aid fugitive slaves. Abolitionist publications attacked slavery as a moral and political evil, trying to raise the consciousness of northern whites and force the issue of slavery onto the national agenda.  Although they often worked together, the relationship between black and white abolitionists was complex. Both groups hated slavery and fought for emancipation, but the struggle was much more personal for black abolitionists, who wanted not only their freedom but equal rights as well. Many white abolitionists, while decrying slavery, could not accept blacks as their equals.
David Walker’s Appeal, 1829
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 “[White men] believing firmly that we being a little darker than they, were made by our Creator to be an inheritance to them and their children for ever-the same as a parcel of brutes.   Are we MEN! ! -- I ask you, 0 my brethren I are we MEN? Did our Creator make us to be slaves to dust and ashes like ourselves? Are they not dying worms as well as we? Have they not to make their appearance before the tribunal of Heaven, to answer for the deeds done in the body, as well as we? Have we any other Master but Jesus Christ alone? Is he not their Master as well as ours? -- What right then, have we to obey and call any other Master, but Himself? How we could be so submissive to a gang of men, whom we cannot tell whether they are as good as ourselves or not, I never could conceive.” 

William Lloyd Garrison, The Liberator, January 1, 1831
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“I am determined, at every hazard, to lift up the standard of emancipation in the eyes of the nation...yea, till every chain be broken, and every bondman set free!  Let southern oppressors tremble...let their secret abettors tremble...let their Northern apologists tremble...let all the enemies of the persecuted blacks tremble...I will be as harsh as the truth, and as uncompromising as justice.  On this subject, I do not wish to think, or speak, or write with moderation...I am in earnest—I will not excuse—I will not retreat a single inch AND I WILL BE HEARD...It is pretended that I am retarding the cause of emancipation...on this question, my influence is not a curse, but a blessing.”

Theodore Dwight Weld, Slavery As It Is, 1839
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 “We will prove that the slaves in the United States are treated with barbarous inhumanity; that they are overworked, underfed, wretchedly clad and lodged, and have insufficient sleep; that they are often made to wear round their necks iron collars armed with prongs, to drag heavy chains and weights at their feet while working in the field...that they are frequently flogged with terrible severity, have red pepper rubbed into their lacerated flesh...that they are often stripped naked, their backs and limbs cut with knives, bruised and mangled by scores and hundreds of blows with the paddle...that they are often hunted with bloodhounds and shot down like beasts, or torn to pieces by dogs;...that they are maimed, mutilated, and burned to death over slow fires.  All these things, and more, and worse, we shall prove...We shall show, not merely that such deeds are committed, but that they are frequently not done in corners, but before the sun; not in one of the slave states, but in all of them...” 
