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The United States under John Adams

A. The XYZ Affair
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The XYZ Affair was a diplomatic* scandal that lasted from March of 1797 to 1800 and worsened relations between the United States and France, almost leading to war. France was at war with Britain and believed that the Americans were on the side of the British due to our unwillingness to intervene on behalf of the French. 
The French decided to seize nearly 300 American ships bound for British ports in the Atlantic, Mediterranean, and Caribbean Seas. Federalist Party leaders called for war and in the streets cries of war were heard. 
But President John Adams, also a Federalist, sent a diplomatic delegation to Paris in 1797 to negotiate peace. Three French agents, originally called X, Y, and Z to conceal their identity, demanded a $250,000 bribe for the French foreign minister Charles Maurice de Talleyrand, and a $12 million loan to France as a condition for continuing negotiations; they also wanted a formal apology for comments made by Adams.  
“Not a sixpence” was the Adams’ response.

* diplomatic - being compatible, having tact – often when dealing with international relationships
(a) Why were the French angered with the U.S.?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(b) Why do you think Adams refused to give into the demands of the French? 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
B. Alien and Sedition Acts (1798)

(1) Alien Act, § 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, that whenever there shall be a declared war between the United States and any foreign nation or government, or any invasion attempted or threatened against the territory of the United States, by any foreign nation  or government, and the President of the United States shall make public proclamation (announcement) of the event, all natives, citizens, denizens, or subjects of the hostile nation or government, being males of the age of fourteen years and upwards, who shall be within the United States, and not actually naturalized (granted citizenship), can be apprehended, restrained, secured and removed, as alien enemies.  
  Approved, July 6, 1798.
(a) With the Alien Acts, what could the government do to foreigners (aliens) during wartime?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
(b) Is the Alien Act constitutional?  Explain.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(2) Sedition Act, Section 2. And be it farther enacted, that if any person shall write, print, speak or publish scandalous and malicious writing or writings against the government of the United States, or either house of the Congress of the United States, or the President of the united States, with intent to defame (damage the name) the government, or either house of the said Congress, or the said President, or to excite against any of them, the hatred of the good people of the United States, or to stir up sedition (rebellion) within the United States, or to oppose or resist any law of the united States, or any act of the President of the United States, then such person, being convicted before any court of the United States, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding two thousand dollars, and by imprisonment not exceeding two years.




Approved, July 14, 1798.
(a) According to the Sedition Acts, what could the government do to press/writers? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(b) Was the Sedition Act constitutional?  Explain.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(3) The Federalist Supreme Court was not yet declaring acts of Congress unconstitutional (pre-Marbury vs. Madison). When Jeffersonians branded the Sedition Act a “gag law,” one Federalist editor replied: “Nothing can so completely gag a Jeffersonian Democrat as to restrain him from lying. If you forbid his lying, you forbid his speaking.” A score of Jeffersonian editors were arrested, including the unbridled Benjamin Franklin Bache. 
(4) When the Anti-Federalists heard of the Alien and Sedition acts they were very much concerned that individual freedoms of all American citizens were at risk. Some met to discuss their grievances and address what they planned to do about the acts. Jefferson and Madison, who feared that their party members would be silenced worked secretly to create the following resolution adopted by the Virginia legislature: The Virginia Legislature Protested (1798) and stated: “…in the two late cases of the Alien and Sedition Acts, passed at the last session of Congress, the first of which exercises a power nowhere delegated to the federal government, and which, by uniting legislative and judicial powers to those of executive, subverts the general principles of free government…” (AP Sourcebook 10G2)
(a) What was meant by these lines of the protest? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C. USA Patriot Act 2001
Just 45 days after September 11th attacks, with virtually no debate, President Bush and the Republican-controlled Congress passed the USA PATRIOT Act.  Many parts of this sweeping legislation take away checks on the law enforcement agencies and threaten the very rights and freedoms that we are struggling to protect.  For example, without a warrant and without probable cause, the FBI now has the power to access your most private medical records, your library records, and your student records...and can prevent anyone from telling you it was done.  
        Source: ACLU 
Patriot Act, Aliens §412 allows the government to imprison aliens if there are reasonable grounds to believe that the alien may pose a threat to national security.  The act also addresses the elimination of the writ of habeas corpus and judicial review.  

[image: image4.jpg]High staal wall and stadium lights. On tha ather
sida af fanca is cancrata-walied Tijuana River

levaa and anothar fance. Bardar Guard patrols
batwaen the fances. Photo by Nic Paget-Clarke.




Are these types of acts necessary for our nation?  
Do they go too far to “protect” us?  Explain.
What other solutions could there be to dealing with dangerous harm-doers, like those Adams was concerned about?
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In your notebooks answer the following questions: 
(1) How is the Patriot Act similar to the Alien and Seditions Act?
(2) Should we be concerned?
(3) Is the Pat Act constitutional?

Why do some Americans want to limit immigration?

Should we build walls around the US?
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What might this indicate about the rights of Immigrants? 
and

How they can become legal citizens?

Bill of Rights (1791)





1st Amendment – freedom of speech, press, assembly, and free exercise of religion.


2nd Amendment – right to bear arms


3rd Amendment – forbids government from quartering of troops in peacetime


4th Amendment – protects against unwarranted search and seizure


5th Amendment – protects rights of accused by due process (fair treatment and fair trial) 


6th Amendment – protects rights to fair trial and counsel


7th Amendment – right of jury trial in civil cases


8th Amendment – protects against cruel and unusual punishment and excessive bail


9th Amendment – rights not specifically mentioned still exist


10th Amendment – powers not specified in Constitution left to states and people.








