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Dear Parent/Guardian,

Your child has chosen to take Advanced Placement United States History this year.  The College Board created Advanced Placement courses to offer students the opportunity to take college level courses in high school and get a head start on the sort of work they will confront in college.

An Advanced Placement course requires a commitment to academic excellence.  This particular course covers the entire history of the United States.  Consequently, the course moves fast, and the requirements are intense:

· Throughout the year, students will have the opportunity to master historical content, to relate historical developments to present-day issues, and to challenge historical perspectives and traditional ways of thinking about the history of the United States.

· Each student has been assigned summer reading and writing.  Successful completion of this assignment by the end of August was mandatory.
Homework is assigned often and it is rigorous – in many forms - reading, researching, and writing. Students may need a couple of hours to complete the reading and writing components of each homework assignment.  By deciding to take this course, each student commits to do this work. Students who do not complete the work may be dropped from the course. Late HW assignments will not be accepted without proper absence note and it must be handed in upon day of return. 
Students will be required to use: 
(1) Text: Out of Many (provided) or American Pageant (purchased or online) – Amer Pageant is suggested.
(2) Sourcebooks (provided)

(3) Review Book (purchased or from the library)

(4) Reading Packet (provided) 

(5) Public Library card – (must obtain)
There is a NEW APUSH Exam this year!  The following themes are to be the focus of all areas of study. 

· Identity 
· Work, exchange, and technology 
· Peopling 
· Politics and power 
· America in the world 
· Environment and geography — physical and human 
· Ideas, beliefs, and culture 
Sample Homework Essay Assignment: 
For each theme there are "overarching questions" that more specific questions are based on. So, for example, the over arching questions for "identity" are: How and why have debates over American national identity changed over time? How have gender, class, ethnic, religious, regional, and other group identities changed in different eras? 
Therefore a chapter/topic specific question might be: How and why did debates over whether or not colonies should seek Independence change by 1775?   How did gender, class, ethnic, religious, regional, and other group identities contribute to ideas in favor or against independence in the colonial era? 
· This class is as much a writing class as it is a history class.  Students will have the opportunity to improve their writing skills and sharpen their problem-solving techniques.  Students must assume the responsibility of reasoning, analyzing, and understanding ideas and events for themselves.
· Several advanced projects are assigned during this year; they involve in depth research and assessment.  Projects will be in addition to HW, exams, and reading assignments. Students must be organized and adhere to due dates.
· Full participation during classwork is required. Comprehension of the often-complex material demands active daily participation. Additionally, collaboration among students will be emphasized. Study groups are encouraged!
· Student responsibility is very important; turning in work on time and being aware of due dates, assignments, and web announcements are all up to them.

During the school year your son or daughter will need your support and encouragement in order to be successful.  Many students desire to take Advanced Placement courses, but space in them is not unlimited.  Please be aware that space has been made available for your son or daughter in the programming of this course, based on his/her desire to take the class and fulfilling the pre-registration evaluation. Each student was specifically selected for this program by the Social Studies department. Therefore, enrolling in this course requires making a commitment for the entire school year and taking the Advanced Placement Exam given each year in May. The cost of this exam must be paid by guardians of the child; in the case of financial hardship your child may be eligible for aid – please have them see the testing coordinator at Murrow to see if they qualify. Through the Advanced Placement Exam, your child will have the opportunity to earn credit or advanced standing at most of the nation’s colleges and universities.
I am excited about having your son or daughter in Advanced Placement U.S. History.  I look forward to an exciting and rewarding year.

Sincerely,

Ms. E. Mazzini-Chin

 (Tear off and return)

I am aware of the year long commitment my child is making by enrolling in Advanced Placement U.S. History, the rigorous work load, the personal responsibility to check the website for updated assignment deadlines, the time commitment, and the student responsibility that my child has taken on, and will work to support my child in this endeavor.



_______________________________________

Signature of Parent/Guardian

Printed Name of Parent/Guardian



 _______________________________________                                                                             Signature of Student
 
Printed Name of Student 

____________________________________________________________________________________
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