The Carter Administration
A. Affirmative Action
Affirmative Action is the set of public policies and initiatives designed to help eliminate past and present discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, or national origin. 
Executive Order 11246: “The contractor will not discriminate against any employee or applicant for employment because of race, color, religion, sex, or national origin. The contractor will take affirmative action to ensure that applicants are employed, and that employees are treated during employment, without regard to their race, color…Such action shall include, but not be limited to the following: employment, upgrading, demotion, or transfer; recruitment or recruitment advertising; layoff or termination; rates of pay or other forms of compensation; and selection for training, including apprenticeship. The contractor agrees to post in conspicuous places, available to employees and applicants for employment, notices to be provided by the contracting officer setting forth the provisions of this nondiscrimination clause.”
Regents of the University of California v Bakke (1978)

Allan Bakke, a white NASA engineer with two degrees in engineering, decided that he wanted to be a doctor. He applied to the medical school of the State University of California. His application was rejected. At the same time, the medical school reserved 16 of the 100 spaces in each year’s incoming class for “disadvantaged” applicants. This policy was intended to attract ethnic and minority students to the school. Bakke discovered that several applicants with lower entrance exam scores, lower scholastic averages, and were less qualified in other ways yet had been admitted to the school under the set-aside policy. Bakke sued the University, basing his case on the Civil Rights Act of 1964:

(1) provide that no person may be denied access to or refused service in various public accommodations because
     of race, color, religion, or national origin  

(2) prohibit discrimination against any person on grounds of race…sex, or physical disability in any program   

     that receives any federal funding


(3) forbid employers and labor unions to discriminate against any person on grounds of race…or age in job-
     related matters
B. Energy Crisis
“Energy will be the immediate test of our ability to unite this nation, and it can also be the standard around which we rally. On the battlefield of energy we can win for our nation a new confidence, and we can seize control again of our common destiny. In little more than two decades we’ve gone from a position of energy independence to one in which almost half the oil we use comes from foreign countries, at prices that are going through the roof. Our excessive dependence on OPEC has already taken a tremendous toll on our economy and our people. This is the direct cause of the long lines which have made millions of you spend aggravating hours waiting for gasoline. It’s a cause of the increased inflation and unemployment that we now face. This intolerable dependence on foreign oil threatens our economic independence and the very security of our nation.”  – Jimmy Carter, 7/15/1979
U.S. Imports of OPEC Oil
	Year
	Barrels of Oil/Day

	1965
	324,000

	1970
	196,000

	1975
	1,383,000

	1980
	2,373,000

	1985
	472,000


C. Iran Hostage Crisis
On November 4, 1979, a crowd of about 500 Iranian students seized the U.S. embassy in response to the exiled Shah’s admission to the United States for medical treatment. Of the approximately 90 people inside the embassy, 52 remained in captivity until the end of the crisis. President Carter applied economic pressure by halting oil imports from Iran and freezing Iranian assets in the United States. On April 24, 1980, the United States attempted a rescue mission that failed. After three of eight helicopters were damaged in a sandstorm, the operation was aborted; eight persons were killed during the evacuation. The death of the Shah in Egypt and the invasion of Iran by Iraq made the Iranians more receptive to resolving the hostage crisis. The hostages were released on January 20, 1981 after 44 days in captivity. Below, Robert Ode, American Hostage discusses his memories of November 5, 1979: 
“After remaining in the living room the next morning I was taken into the Embassy dining room and forced to sit on a chair. We could only rest by leaning on to the dining table and resting our heads on a small cushion. The drapes were drawn and we were not permitted to talk with the other hostages. At on point my captors also tried to make me face the wall but I objected since I had no way to rest my head and after considerable objections I was permitted to continue facing the table. Our captors always conversed in whispers. We were untied and taken to the toilet as necessary as well as in a small dining room adjacent for meals, then returned to our chairs and again tied to the chair. I slept that night on the floor under the dining table with a piece of drapery for a cover.”
D. Camp David Accords (signed by Anwar Sadat and Israel’s Menachim Begin 3/26/1979)
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“After four wars during 30 years, despite intensive human efforts, the Middle East, which is the cradle of civilization and the birthplace of three great religions, does not enjoy the blessings of peace. The people of the Middle East yearn for peace so that the vast human and natural resources of the region can be turned to the pursuits of peace and so that this area can become a model for coexistence and cooperation among nations. The historic initiative of President Sadat in visiting Jerusalem and the reception accorded (given) to him by the parliament, government and people of Israel, and the reciprocal visit of Prime Minister Begin to Ismailia (city in Egypt), the peace proposals made by both leaders, as well as the warm reception of these missions by the peoples of both countries, have created an unprecedented opportunity for peace which must not be lost if this generation and future generations are to be spared the tragedies of war. Security is enhanced by a relationship of peace and by cooperation between nations which enjoy normal relations. In addition, under the terms of peace treaties, the parties can, on the basis of reciprocity, agree to special security arrangements such as demilitarized zones, limited armaments areas, early warning stations, the presence of international forces, liaison, agreed measures for monitoring and other arrangements that they agree are useful.” 
         – Camp David Accords, September 17, 1978
** Under this agreement, Israel agreed to return the Sinai to Egypt, and the two nations agreed to negotiate Palestinian autonomy measures in the Israeli occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip.

E. Panama Canal
Following riots by Panamanians protesting U.S. control of the canal in 1964, the United States and Panama renegotiated their treaty, and in September 1977 President Jimmy Carter and Panamanian leader Brig. General Omar Torrijos Herrera signed two treaties. The first, the Permanent Neutrality Treaty, declared the canal neutral and open to vessels of all nations. The second, the Panama Canal Treaty, provided for joint U.S.-Panama control of the canal until December 31, 1999, when Panama would take full control. Supporters of the treaties argued that American control of the canal was a legacy of colonialism. Opponents feared that relinquishing the canal represented a decline in U.S. strength. On March 16 the Senate passed the Neutrality Treaty and on April 18th 1978, it approved a resolution of ratification of the Canal Treaty 68 to 32. 

“Finally, the world is watching to see how we act on one of our most important and controversial items of business – approval of the Panama Canal treaties. The treaties now before the Senate are the result of the work of four administrations – two Democratic, two Republican. They guarantee that the canal will be open always for unrestricted use by the ships of the world. Our ships have the right to go to the head of the line for priority of passage in times of emergency or need. We retain (keep) the permanent right to defend the canal with our own military forces, if necessary, to guarantee its openness and its neutrality. The treaties are to the clear advantage of ourselves, the Panamanians, and the other users of the canal. Ratifying the Panama Canal treaties will demonstrate our good faith to the world, discourage the spread of hostile ideologies in this hemisphere, and directly contribute to the economic well-being and the security of the United Sates.” 


– Jimmy Carter’s 1978 State of the Union Address
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Theodore Roosevelt, who made the initial deal with Panama for the Canal, does a double take in outrage at President Carter’s Panama Canal “give-away.”
Against Race-based Affirmative Action
“Race-based affirmative action is wrong because it discriminates on the basis of race.  For three decades, such discriminatory policies have been embraced with the hope that they would reverse the effects of centuries of racism…But the ends of social policy do not justify the means.  One black law student…came up to me after my lecture and said, “You know, you’re right.  Every day that I walk into class I have this feeling that people are wondering whether I’m there because I got in through affirmative action.”…What blacks should do is sit down and say, we’ll give up race-based affirmative action…make it based on income, not race…” 
–Ward Connerly, University of California Board of Regents and anti-affirmative action  

   activist.

In Favor of Race-Based Affirmative Action

“Some in our party miss no opportunity to roundly and loudly condemn affirmative action that helped a few thousand black kids get an education, but you hardly hear a whimper when it’s affirmative action for rich lobbyists who load our federal tax code with preferences for the wealthy.” -Colin Powell
