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Dealing With A Dangerous World 
The American Revolution influenced events across the Atlantic. The French revolutionaries saw themselves as champions of the people fighting against the old order. European monarchs feared that this revolutionary spirit would spread beyond France’s borders. The fear was intensified when the new French Republic declared war on Great Britain, Spain, and the Netherlands in 
1793. Americans’ reactions to these events in Europe were mixed. Nevertheless the European conflict disrupted American trade and threatened to draw the United States into war. Both France and Great Britain ignored the American declaration of neutrality (1793), and seized American vessels bound for enemy ports. In addition, the impressment – or kidnapping of U.S. sailors by the British - aroused American hostility. French actions also caused resentment. In early 1793, a French diplomat, Edmond Genet, arrived in America. Citizen Genet, as he was known, toured the nation, organizing “revolutionary clubs” and trying to persuade Americans to honor their 1778 military alliance with France. Washington, knowing that the United Sates was unprepared for war, refused to give in to pressure. On April 22, 1793, he issued a proclamation forbidding American support for any nation at war. Genet defied this neutrality policy by arming a ship in a U.S. port and sending it out to attack British shipping. Washington demanded that France recall its diplomat. 
Washington managed to avoid foreign entanglement, but troubled brewed in the Northwest Territory. By the terms of the Treaty of Paris, the British granted the United States the Northwest Territory. But the Native Americans considered the territory theirs and battled settlers to keep it. In response, President Washington sent federal troops against American Indians. As a result, the United States gained Native America lands in the northwest. However, new trouble was brewing in this territory. British forts existed in the Northwest Territory which violated the 1783 Treaty of Paris. The situation further strained America’s tense relations with Great Britain. Hoping to avert a war that he believed the United States could not win, President Washington sent Chief Justice John Jay to Great Britain in 1794, to negotiate a settlement. Among the terms of the resulting treaty, known as Jay’s Treaty, the British agreed to abandon their forts. In return, the U.S. government agreed to pay debts owed to the British. Jay’s Treaty came just as Spain shifted alliances, joining France against the British. Spain feared an American alliance with Britain could threaten Spanish territory in North America. Thus Spain moved quickly to settle its disputes with the United States. The result was Pinckney’s Treaty, negotiated in 1795 by Thomas Pinckney of South Carolina. Pinckney’s Treaty set the southern boundary of the United States near Florida at the 31st parallel. Pinckney’s Treaty also guaranteed American navigation rights on the Mississippi River and gave Americans the right of deposit – the right to temporarily unload goods at the port of New Orleans without paying a duty to Spain. Both the Jay and Pinckney treaties prevented war and won important military and economic advantages for the United States. 
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