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Presidential Politics

Washington's election and reelection were so clearly favored by the American populace that he faced no opposition. In a letter to James Madison, he wrote:

"As the first of every thing, in our situation will serve to establish a Precedent, it is devoutly wished on my part, that these precedents may be fixed on true principles." 

Among the precedents set by the first administration were an inaugural address, the stoic acceptance of criticism from Congress and the popular press, and the appropriation of authority in the matter of foreign affairs. Washington did not mean to establish a precedent, however, by stepping down after two terms; his reasons for doing so were personal. Washington never understood the necessity of the political parties that developed during his presidency and warned against partisanship. 
Washington established the Cabinet within the Executive Branch by appointing Thomas Jefferson Secretary of State and Alexander Hamilton Secretary of Treasury, a body that was not outlined within the Constitution.
Categories to Look For In Documents 


Public Persuasion 


Crisis Leadership


Economic Management 


Moral Authority 


International Relations 


Administrative Skills 


Relations with Congress 


Vision/Setting an Agenda 


Pursued Equal Justice For All 


Performance Within Context of Times 








