Immigration

"Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses, yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me:
I lift my lamp beside the golden door." 
– Emma Lazarus
A. Immigrants Around the Turn of the Century
(1) "America is G-d's crucible, the great melting pot where all the races of Europe are melting and reforming! Here you stand, good folk I think, when I see them at Ellis Island (where the immigrants arrived in New York City), here you stand in your fifty groups, with your fifty languages and histories, and with your fifty bloody hatreds and rivalries. But you won't long be like that ... Germans and Frenchmen, Irishmen and Englishmen, Jews and Russians – into the Crucible with you all! G-d is making the American... Here shall they all unite to build the Republic of Man... What is the glory of Rome and Jerusalem where all nations and races come to worship and look back compared to the glory of America, where all races and nations come to labor and look forward!"






-Israel Zangwill, "The Melting Pot"

(2) "My friend, Moses, did not forget his promise to be on the lookout for a position for me in a Syrian store, for on my 10th day in New York, he told me of a merchant who needed a bookkeeper. I knew nothing about bookkeeping, but Moses told me not to confess my ignorance. When I met my new employer, he told me my salary would be $20 a month. When I was a schoolteacher in Syria my salary was $3 a month. I had every reason to imagine that my new position was a gateway to riches. The Syrian colony in New York seemed to me simply Syria on a smaller scale. During my eighteen months in it I did not have the occasion to speak ten sentences in English. We ate the same dishes, told the same stories, indulged in the same pleasures, were torn by the same feuds..." 

-Abraham Rihbany, 1891

(3) “For it is never to be forgotten that self-defense is the first law of nature and of nations. If that man who careth not for his own household is worse than an infidel, the nation which permits its institutions to be endangered by any cause which can fairly be removed is guilty not less in Christian than in natural law. Charity begins at home; and while the people of the United States have gladly offered an asylum to millions upon millions of the distressed and unfortunate of other lands and climes, they have no right to carry their hospitality one step beyond the line where American institutions, the American rate of wages, the American standard of living, are brought into serious peril." 

Francis A. Walker, President of MIT, 1881 – 1897; "Restriction of Immigration" by Walker, The Atlantic Monthly, June, 1896; Vol. 77, No. 464; pages 822-829. 

(4) "To those of the white race who look to the incoming of those of foreign birth and strange tongue and habits, [I say] cast down your bucket where you are. Cast it down among the eight millions of Negroes ... who shall stand by you with a devotion no foreigner can approach, ready to lay down their lives, if need be in defense of yours, interlacing our industrial, commercial, civil, and religious life with yours in a way that shall make the interests on both races one." 

- Booker T. Washington, African American spokesperson; 1895 Atlanta Compromise speech

(5) "There is no room in this country for hyphenated Americanism. ...The one absolutely certain way of bringing this nation to ruin, of preventing all possibility of its continuing to be a nation at all, would be to permit it to become a tangle of squabbling nationalities."
(President Teddy Roosevelt, Address to Knights of Columbus, Oct. 12, 1915) 
(6) "Our initiation into American ways began with the first step on the new soil. My father corrected us even on the way from the pier (after we left Ellis Island) to Wall Street. He explained the word greenhorn (new, fresh). We did not want to be greenhorns so we paid the strictest attention to my father's instructions. The first meal was so interesting. My father produced several kinds of food, ready to eat, without any cooking, from little tin cans that had printing all over them. He tried to introduce us to a queer slippery kind of fruit called a banana. He had to give up. In our flat there was no bathtub. On the evening of the first day my father took us to the public baths. I was delighted in the lighting on the streets. So many lamps and they burned until morning. In America everything was free. This was my father's chief hope for his children, the essence of American opportunity, a treasure that no thief could touch. The little girl from across the hall came and took us to school. We knew the word school. No application made, no questions asked, no examinations, rulings, exclusions; no fees. This impressed me more than anything else. And, we had to learn English. Our American teachers taught us the first steps. Then we learned the mysteries of the stove, shopping in department stores, wearing American machine-made clothes. We changed our names to American ones. Within two weeks, no one could call us greenhorns!'
-Mary Antin, "Life in the Promised Land," 1912
B. Modem Immigrants
(1) "My name is Kwang J. Cha. I am from Korea. When I traveled to America the first time I was very happy, but now I am having a hard time. I came here to take care of my daughter. Sometimes I need to have a conversation with her teachers, but I can't explain everything. The language problem is embarrassing to me; and American culture and opinion of education is different from my country. For example, American people use computers everyday. When my daughter came here she didn't use computer, but she had to use computer for homework. So she was very nervous. However, she studied harder and then she could learn how to do computer and English. In my country, young boys and girls are enjoying computer for games. Only university students use computer for a report. If I wanted to live in America, I think I have to learn American culture and the computer."

       -Kwang J. Cha, "First Experience"
 (2) “The reasons Cubans continue to come here -- and let’s face it, the Cubans are not nearly so desperate as the Haitians -- is because they know that if they make it to the beach, chances are that they’ll be allowed to stay.” (Wayne Smith, senior fellow at the Center for International Policy and former head of the U.S. Interests Section in Havana; Ft. Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel, Sept. 21, 2000.)
(3) "Our borders are much too porous...We want to keep them open, but we also have to be much more careful. ...Right now, if you get on an airplane [to the U.S.] and claim asylum...when you arrive at Kennedy Airport in New York, they will say to you, 'OK, we'll give you a hearing on whether you deserve asylum. Show up in a year.' And two-thirds of the people never show up."
(Charles Schumer, CBS' Face the Nation, Mar. 7, 1993) 

(4) “My name is Connie Lun. I came to the United States eight months ago after I had finished the first year education in a Chinese university. When I arrived in the United States, I tried to apply for a college to continue my study. But I failed for I was so late that the classes I needed were full. I was worried. What should I do in the next half a year? By chance I heard there was an ESL class in a library. I tried to ask a librarian for the details even though my English was not good enough to talk with her. After knowing my situation, the librarian asked me if I needed a tutor. At that time I even didn't know what tutor meant, so I said nothing. Maybe the librarian knew what I thought, so she helped me find a tutor who was my first American teacher later. Then of course I asked how much I should pay because after I came to the United States, I kept being told: "There is no free lunch in the world." To my surprise, I had to pay nothing. Also, the tutor was one on one. She was a volunteer who spent her time without pay. I was impressed at her. She was a high school teacher. She spends her free time on the people who need help, including orphans, the elderly, and ESL students like me. It was different from the America I had known before. In my memory, I thought everything Americans talked about was related to money. There is no free lunch in the world. I find it is not really the case. My tutor's spirit affects me. Now I also become a volunteer in the library. I help preschool children read and play with their parents. I enjoy it very much. Now I am trying to learn what is a real American not only by what I hear of but also by what I experience.”                                   - Connie Lun, "Volunteers"
(5) "We need a cohesive society. We need a language in which we can all communicate. Even that ... is being challenged continually. Bilingual education, as an example, is where children are placed in classes and taught in a language other than English for the purpose, they say, of increasing their educational attainment levels. But even when it is shown over and over again that there is no actual increase in educational attainment levels, yet people still push bilingual education. So you have to ask yourself why. What is the purpose?...It is, I suggest ... as a result of this radical multiculturalism; the idea that we do not want people to disconnect from that other culture, wherever they came from and what they were, and connect to a new one. We want to foster this Balkanizing sort of phenomenon that we are experiencing in the United States."
(Tom Tancredo, Republican, CO – Chair House Immigration Reform Caucus; Congressional Record: February 26, 2002, pp. H551-H554) 

(6) Trump said he would support the reform party's position on restricting immigration if he runs for president and added: "Too many people are flowing into our country; we have to take care of our own first." (Donald Trump, Reform Party Presidential Candidate?; “Meet the Press,” 10/24/1999.)
(7) "The major source of migrants in Latin America, by far, is Mexico. Estimates based on the 1980 census suggest that of 2.2 million Mexicans enumerated abroad, 99 percent were in the United States. World Bank labour-force estimates suggest that this amounted to 10 per cent of Mexico's domestic labour force." 
("The State of World Population - 1993", News Feature A Special  

                                                   Category: Refugees and Asylum-Seekers) 
