           Voting Rights
The Jackson campaign in 1828 was the first to appeal directly for voter support through a professional political organization. Skilled political organizers, like Martin Van Buren of New York, Amos Kendall of Kentucky, and Thomas Ritchie of Virginia, created an extensive network of campaign committees and subcommittees to organize mass rallies, parades, and barbecues, and to erect hickory poles, Jackson’s symbol.  For the first time in American history, a presidential election was the focus of public attention, and voter participation increased dramatically. Twice as many voters cast ballots in the election of 1828 as in 1824, four times as many as in 1820. As in most previous elections, the vote divided along sectional lines. Jackson swept every state in the South and West and Adams won the electoral votes of every state in the North except Pennsylvania and part of New York.  Contemporaries interpreted Jackson’s resounding victory as a triumph for political democracy. Jackson’s supporters called the vote a victory for the “farmers and mechanics of the country” over the “rich and well born.” Even Jackson’s opponents agreed that the election marked a watershed in the nation’s political history, signaling the beginning of a new democratic age. One Adams supporter said bluntly, “a great revolution has taken place.”

As president, Jackson supported universal male suffrage, believing that this was the path to true democracy.  During his administration, property qualifications for voting and holding offices were greatly reduced.  In addition, voters began choosing people for certain jobs instead of state legislatures.

“Every person should have an equal voice in the discussion of government, no matter how rich or poor the person is.  Human rights belong to all men, and they are not given depending on how much money that person has.”                    --Andrew Jackson

“It is said that they rich and powerful of this country often bend the rules of the government to help their own interests.  When the laws are used to make the rich richer and the powerful more powerful, then the common people, the farmers, mechanics, laborers—have a right to complain against the injustices of government.”                                                           --Andrew Jackson
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