Jamestown, The Southern Colonies, and the Chesapeake Bay
Most of the new world had been changed profoundly as the seventeenth century dawned. North America was largely unclaimed (the area over Mexico). And the Spanish had set up much of the control in Central and South America.

I. England’s Imperial Stirrings

1. England didn’t put in much effort to colonize as the Spanish did. 

2. After King Henry VIII broke with Church he launched the English Protestant Reformation. At first England and Spain were allies but after the Protestant Elizabeth ascended to the English throne a rivalry with Catholic Spanish intensified. Catholic Ireland, originally under English rule sought help from Spain but they failed and England put protestants there. Many English developed contempt for the “savage” Irish.
II. Elizabeth Energizes England

1. Elizabeth encouraged English raiding of the Spanish. The most famous seadog was Sir Francis Drake. Elizabeth knighted him, and that angered the Spanish. 
2. When the English attempted colonization they had many failures. The first one was Roanoke Island, which mysteriously vanished swallowed by the wilderness. The Spanish had better luck colonizing.
3.  King Philip II of Spain sent an armada to invade England but the English fought back. The English inflicted heavy damage and a storm arose which scattered the crippled Spanish.
· The year 1588 marked the beginning of Spain’s downfall. Spanish Caribbean slipped from Spain, and Holland got independence. 
· England’s victory dampened Spain’s fighting spirit and increased England’s naval dominance. England was a strong, united nation under a popular monarch, nationalism.

4. The Golden age of literature dawned with William Shakespeare. English had a thirst for adventure & curiosity. 
5. England and Spain finally signed a peace treaty in 1604.

III. England on the Eve of an Empire  - conditions

1. Population was growing when economic depression hit the woolen trade and thousands of farmers left.
2.  Laws of primogeniture- Only the eldest sons were eligible to inherit estates. 
3. In the early 1600’s Joint Stock Companies let investors pool money and share losses/profits. 
4. New Enclosure policies (which means fencing in land) meant that there was less or no land left over for the poor.
IV. England Plants the Jamestown Seedling
1. Virginia Company got a charter from King James I; they wanted gold and passages to the Indies. 
· Stockholders wanted to form the company, get profit and then quickly sell it. 
2. The charter of the Virginia Company was a significant document in American history and guaranteed overseas settlers the same rights of Englishmen in Britain. 
3. Settlers arrived on May 24, 1607 to Jamestown. It was an unhealthy and mosquito infested place. 
· There were about 100 men who disembarked and 40 additional colonists perished on the voyage. 
· On the shore they died of disease, malnutrition and starvation. They were “gentlemen” who didn’t want to do any work. Problems a) swampy site – poor drinking water – mosquitoes causing malaria and yellow fever. B) men wasted time looking for gold. 
C) There were 0 women. D) The supply ship that was supposed to come was wreaked in the Bahamas in 1609. 
· The colonists were saved from collapse by John Smith he said  “he who shall not work, shall not eat.”

· The eventually started planting Tobacco instead of looking for Gold, and decided to import slaves for labor, like the Spanish colonies in the Caribbean did. 

Document 1: First Virginia Charter: 
“We, greatly commending and graciously accepting of their desires to the furtherance of so noble a work which may, by the providence of Almighty God, hereafter tend to the glory of His Divine Majesty in propagating of Christian religion to such people as yet live in darkness and miserable ignorance of the true knowledge and worship of God and may in time bring the infidels and salvages living in those parts to humane civility and to a settled and quiet government, do by these letters and patents graciously accept of and agree to their humble and well-intended desires” 
House of Burgesses 

In April, 1619, Governor George Yeardley arrived in Virginia from England and announced that the Virginia Company had voted to abolish martial law and create a legislative assembly. It became the House of Burgesses — the first legislative assembly in the American colonies. The first assembly met on July 30, 1619, in the church at Jamestown. Present were Governor Yeardley, Council, and 22 burgesses representing 11 plantations (or settlements) Burgesses were elected representatives. Only white men who owned a specific amount of property were eligible to vote for Burgesses.
Document 2: Virginia Slave Laws 

a) In case any English servant shall run away in company with any Negroes who are incapable to make satisfaction by addition of time…the English running away in company with them shall serve for the time of said Negroes. (1660)
b) Whereas some doubt have arisen whether children got by any Englishman upon a Negro woman shall slave or free, be it therefore enacted and declared by this present Grand Assembly, that all children be in this country shall be held in bond or free…according to the condition of the mother. (1662) 

V. Maryland: Catholic Haven
1.Maryland was founded in 1634 by Lord Baltimore for religious diversity- It was the second plantation colony and fourth overall colony to be formed.
2.It was to be a place for persecuted Catholics to find refuge of safe haven. Lord Baltimore gave huge estates to his catholic relatives. 
· However, the poor people who were needed to settle there were mostly Protestant, creating friction.
3.  Maryland prospered with tobacco sales like Virginia.
· It depended on labor = White indentured servants. In later years of the 17th century. Black slaves started to be imported. 
4. Catholics of Maryland passed the Act of Toleration in 1649 which granted toleration to all Christians. Gave the death penalty to those who denied the divinity of Jesus Christ, (The Jews & Atheists) actually made the colonies less tolerant, but the catholic were protected.
VI. The West Indies: Way Station to Mainland America

1. As the British were colonizing Virginia they were also colonizing the West Indies colonies that weakening Spain was letting go- along with Jamaica in 1655.
2.  Sugar formed West Indian economy.
· Tobacco was poor man’s crop. Sugar was rich man’s crop. 
· The rich grew lots of sugar on brutal plantations. Only the wealthy owners could succeed in sugar.

·  They brought in African slaves. ¼ of a million slaves were brought in 50 years time.

3. Blacks were more abundant than whites 4 to 1, even today the region’s population is predominantly black. 
4. To control slaves the English made “codes” that defined slave’s legal statues. 
· The Barbados slave code of 1611 denied most fundamental rights to slaves and gave masters control. West Indies depended on America for foodstuffs. 
· At first Indians were intended to be used as slaves but disease killed about 90 % of all natives. 
· A group of English settlers from the West Indies brought enslaved Africans and the model of slave code. Carolina adapted one like it in 1690.
VII. Colonizing the Carolinas

1. In England, King Charles I, had been beheaded. There was a civil war in the 1640’s. 
2. Oliver Cromwell ruled for 10 very strict years. 
3. Englishmen restored Charles II to the throne in “the restoration” of 1660.

4. Carolina was named for Charles II. 
· The king granted land to court families who hoped to grow foodstuffs. 
5. Carolina prospered by developing close economic ties with English West Indies. Many settlers came from Barbados and established a slave trade in Carolina. Native Indians were looked for to be slaves. 
· Lord Proprietors in London protested against Indian slave trading. Indian slaves were sent to the West Indies to work. Others were sent to new England. 
· In 1707 Savannah Indians ended allegiance with Carolinas and migrated back to Maryland and Pennsylvania where a Quaker colony promised better relations between Indians and Whites. Carolinians killed a lot of them before they left though.
· Rice emerged as the principal export crop. Africans knew how to grow it, and had a relative immunity to malaria which made them ideal laborers on hot and swampy rice plantations. 
6. In Charlestown Jews and others were attracted by religious tolerance despite violence with Spanish and Indians. Carolinas were too strong to be wiped out.

VIII. The emergence of North Carolina 

· Newcomers to North Carolina were called squatters. They were people from Virginia and owned no land. 
· North Carolinians regarded them as riff-raff. They were also hospitable to pirates, and they developed resistance to authority. They existed in graphical isolation. 
· North Carolina separated from South Carolina in 1712. 
· Aristocratic and wealthier people were down south around plantations. The strong willed and independent minded lived up north. North Carolina and Rhode Island were the most independent and least aristocratic. 
7. They had bloody relations with Indians. Aided by south Carolinians they crushed the Indians in Tuscarora War, where they sold hundreds into slavery. South Carolina also defeated Yamasee Indians. Virtually all Indian southern tribes had been devastated by 1720.
IX. Late-coming Georgia: The Buffer Colonies

1. Georgia- The last of 13 colonies was formed 126 years after the first colony and 52 years after the 12th colony.
· It was intended to be a buffer to protect the Carolinas from the in Spaniards in Florida and buffer against French from Louisiana. They got money from the British. 
· Georgia was named in honor of King George II. It was launched by philanthropists made silk and wine, haven for wretched souls imprisoned for debt, the founders wanted to keep slavery out of Georgia.

2. James Oglethorpe was the ablest of the founders and a dynamic soldier. He was a statesman, repelled panish attacks and saved the “charity colony” by his energetic leadership and by using his own fortune to help with the colony,.

3. Georgia was a melting pot community. 
· All Christian worshippers except Catholics enjoyed religious tolerance. 
· Many missionaries arrived in Savannah to work among debtors and Indians, they tried to convert them. John Westley was one of them who later returned to England and founded the Methodist church. 
4. Georgia grew very slowly it was the least populous. It had an unhealthy climate, slavery restrictions and Spanish attacks.
X. The plantation colonies

1. Slavery was found in all the plantation colonies devoted to exporting commercial agriculture products and profitable staple crops.

· Growth of cities was often stunted by forests. Wide scattering of plantations and rivers slowed the development of cities as well. Rivers drove settlers west.
2. All plantation colonies permitted some religious toleration. 
· In the south crops were tobacco and rice. In south Carolina there was “soil butchery” because of tobacco. 
American Life in the Seventeenth Century

I. The Unhealthy Chesapeake

1. Malaria, dysentery and Typhoid took a cruel toll on the Chesapeake settlers, cutting ten years off the life expectancy of newcomers from England.

· The Great Majority of immigrants were single men in their late teens.

· Most died after arrival.

· Surviving males competed for the attentions of the extremely scarce women which outnumbered them 6:1.

2. Yet despite hardships, the Chesapeake colonies struggled on. 

· The native-born in habitants eventually acquired immunity to killer diseases. 

· The presence of more women allowed more families to form.

II. The Tobacco Economy

1. The Chesapeake was hospitable to tobacco cultivation.

· Relentless seeking of fresh fields to plant tobacco made settlers plunge even father up river valleys provoking Indian attacks.

· 1.5 million pounds of tobacco came out of the Chesapeake Bay.

2. Indentured servants were willing to be slaves for a couple years in order for someone to pay their transatlantic trip.

· At the end they’d receive their freedom dues which included food, some tools and a small parcel of land. 

3. Some states practiced the Headright System which granted 50 acres of land to whoever paid the passage of a labor to America.

· Ravenous for labor and land the Chesapeake planters brought some 100,000 indentured servants to the region by 1700’s.

· As land became scarcer, permit less, poor, freed workers had to hire themselves for pitiful wages back to their former masters.

III. Frustrated Freedmen and Bacon’s Rebellion

1. Virginia’s governor William Berkley had to deal with one thousands Virginians breaking out of control in 1676.

· The rioters were led by 29- year old Nathaniel Bacon.

· They fiercely resented Berkley’s friendly politics towards the Indians. Especially when Berkley refused to retaliate against a series of brutal Indian attacks on frontier settlements. 

· Bacon and his followers murdered the Indians, chased Berkley from Jamestown and set fire to the capital. 

· Eventually Berkley hung 20 rebels and Bacon died of disease.

IV. Colonial Slavery

1. More than 7 million Africans were carried in Chains to the New World in the 3 centuries following Columbus’s landing.

· In 1700 about 400,000 ended up in North America.

2. In 1680 the rising wages in England shrank the pool of penniless folk willing to gamble a new life or an early death as an indentured servant in America.

3. In 1698 they Royal African Company lost its crown granted monopoly on carrying slaves to the colonies.

· Enterprising Americans, especially Rhode Islanders rushed in to cash in on the lucrative slave trade and the supply of slaves rose steeply.

4. The captives, usually branded and bound, were herded aboard sweltering ships for the tiresome middle passage.

· Death rates ran as high as 20 percent.

· Slaves were then sent to slave auctions in the new world ports, where a giant slave market traded in human life and misery for a century.

5. “Slave Codes” made blacks and their children the property of their white masters for life.

· Some colonies made it a crime to teach a slave to read or write. Not even a conversion to Christianity could qualify a slave for freedom.
“But to live in Virginia without slaves is morally impossible….A common laborer, white or black, if you can be so much favored as to hire one, is a shilling sterling or fifteen pence currency per day; a bungling carpenter two shillings or two shillings and a sixpence per day; besides diet and lodging…Like Adam, we are all apt to shift off the blame from ourselves and lay it upon others, how justly in our case you may judge. The Negroes are enslaved [in Africa] by the Negroes themselves before they are purchased by the masters of the ships who bring them here…our choice whether we buy them or not; so this then is our crime, folly…But our assembly…hath attempted to lay a duty upon them which would amount to prohibition…But no governor dare pass a law, having instructions to the contrary from the Board of Trade at home. By this means they are forced upon us, whether we will or will not…” – Reverend Peter Fontaine, 1757

V. Africans in America

1. In the deepest south the climate was hostile to health and the labor was life-draining,

· There were rice and indigo plantations in South Carolina with far distances in between known for being lonely hells on earth.

· Blacks in the tobacco-growing industry were somewhat better off because tobacco was a less physically demanding crop.

2. Native born African Americans contributed to the growth of a stable and distinctive slave culture- a mixture of African and American religion, speech and folkways.

· Around South Carolina blacks evolved a unique language called Gullah (a mix of English with African languages).

· Some African words have even been passed into American speech- Goober (peanut), gumbo (okra) and voodoo (witchcraft).

3. In 1712 there was a slave revolt where 21 were executed once the revolt was controlled.

· In 1739 there was another slave revolt where 50 blacks tried marching along to Spanish Florida; they were stopped by the militia.
VI. Southern Society

1. The rich planters were at the top of society.  They had wealth, prestige and political power.

· Beneath them were the small farmers who made up the largest social group. Then came the ex-indentured slaves, then the people still serving out their indenture.

· The bottoms of the bottom were the black slaves and they slowly replaced the indentured slaves.

2. Southern life revolved around the great plantations.

· Waterways provided the principal means of transportation. 

· Roads were so wretched in bad weather that sometimes funeral parties couldn’t reach church burial grounds- an obstacle that accounted for the development if family burial plots.
· A married woman could expect up to 10 pregnancies and rear as many as 8 surviving children. 

1. The fragility of Southern families advanced the economic security of the southern women especially of women’s property rights because southern men frequently died young, leaving widows with small children to support.

· The southern colonies generally allowed married women to retain separate properties and gave widows the right to inherit their husband’s estates.
