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	John Brown was born into a deeply religious family in Torrington, Connecticut, in 1800. Led by a father who was vehemently opposed to slavery, the family moved to northern Ohio when John was five, to a district that would become known for its antislavery views.  In 1855, Brown followed five of his sons to Kansas when they appealed to him for help in fighting off the Missouri "border ruffians" who were gathering there to force slavery on the citizens of the territory. Brown arrived with a wagonload of weapons and the conviction that all free-soil Kansans stood in mortal peril. In 1856, Brown led a group which methodically killed five pro-slavery settlers living along Pottawotomie Creek, dragging the men out of their cabins and butchering them with swords.  Brown successfully fought off all attempts to apprehend him, and maintained publicly that his acts were not only justified, but directly ordered by God.  On October 16, 1859, he led 21 men on a raid of the federal arsenal at Harpers Ferry, Virginia. His plan to arm slaves with the weapons he and his men seized from the arsenal was thwarted, however, by local farmers, militiamen, and Marines led by Robert E. Lee. Within 36 hours of the attack, most of Brown's men had been killed or captured.  Brown was wounded and quickly captured, and moved to Charlestown, Virginia, where he was tried and convicted of treason.  Brown’s actions provoked strong reactions from both the North and the South.  


“I have, may I please the court, a few words to say.  In the first place, I deny everything but what I have all along admitted, of a design on my part to free the slaves... I believe that to have interfered as I have done, as I have always freely admitted I have done in behalf of His despised poor, is not wrong, but right.  Now, if it deemed necessary that I should forfeit my life for the furtherance of the ends of justice, and mingle my blood further with the blood of my children and with the blood of millions in this slave country whose rights are disregarded by wicked, cruel, unjust enactments, I say let it be done.” 




           –John Brown, 1859

“Was John Brown justified in his attempt?  I am a non-resistant and I not only desire, but have labored unremittingly to effect, the peaceful abolition of slavery, by an appeal to the reason and conscience of the slaveholder; yet, as a peace man...I am prepared to say, ‘Success to every slave insurrection at the South and in every slave country.’”          






      –William Lloyd Garrison, 1859

“That new saint will hang and be remembered in glory, just like Jesus was hung on the cross.”

--Ralph Waldo Emerson

“I am here to plead his [John Brown’s] cause with you.  I plead not for his life, but for his character—his immortal life; and so it becomes your cause wholly, and is not his in the least.  Some eighteen hundred years ago Christ was crucified:  this morning, perchance, Captain Brown was hung.  These are the two ends of a chain which is not without links.  He is not Old John Brown and longer, he is an angel of light.”                   –Henry David Thoreau, 1859

“The Harper’s Ferry invasion has advanced the cause of disunion more than any other event since the formation of the government.”
                                                                                                      --Richmond, VA newspaper, 1859

“If John Brown did not end the war that ended slavery, he did, at least, begin the war that ended slavery.”

--Frederick Douglass, 1882

