DOCUMENT #1 The Law
Background
Prohibition was particularly popular in the South and in the West. Wets – foreign-born people, Old World styles of sociability were built around drinking in beer gardens and corner taverns, an escape from tenement reality, and a chance to socialize with your ethnically similar friends. In the West prohibition represented an attack on all of the vices associated with the ubiquitous western saloon: public drunkenness, prostitution, corruption, and crime. Strongest opposition to prohibition came in the eastern cities. 

Volstead Act
TITLE I.

TO PROVIDE FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF WAR PROHIBITION.

The term "War Prohibition Act" used in this Act shall mean the provisions of any Act or Acts prohibiting the sale and manufacture of intoxicating liquors until the conclusion of the present war and thereafter until the termination of demobilization, the date of which shall be determined and proclaimed by the President of the United States. 

SEC. 1. Commissioner of Internal Revenue, his assistants, agents, and inspectors may swear out warrants…officers or courts authorized to issue warrants for the apprehension of offenders and may, subject to the control of the said United States attorney, conduct the prosecution at the committing trial for the purpose of having the offenders held for the action of a grand jury....
SEC. 6. No one shall manufacture, sell, purchase, transport, or prescribe any liquor without first obtaining a permit from the commissioner so to do, except that a person may, without a permit, purchase and use liquor for medicinal purposes when prescribed by a physician as herein provided…(ex. if seeking help for alcoholism, to ease withdrawal)
SEC. 25. It shall be unlawful to have or possess any liquor or property designed for the manufacture of liquor intended for use in violating this title or which has been so used, and no property rights shall exist in any such liquor or property.... No search warrant shall issue to search any private dwelling occupied as such unless it is being used for the unlawful sale of intoxicating liquor, or unless it is in part used for some business purposes such as a store, shop, saloon, restaurant, hotel, or boarding house....
Application of the Law
“The ability of wealthy Prohibition violators to afford more effective legal counsel also had very clear implications for Prohibition enforcement.  When wealthy defendants faced Prohibition charges, they could afford skilled lawyers to steer them safely through the legal system. Working-class defendants either resorted to hiring “shyster lawyers” in court hallways for ten dollars, or threw themselves at the mercy of the court and opted for plea bargains as the most expedient way to end their legal troubles.” – Lerner, Dry Manhattan
Law Enforcement
“Initially, the dining and drinking culture of the city had difficulty keeping up with New Yorkers’ demands. The fact that so many New Yorkers insisted on the freedom to drink as they pleased posed a quandary for many of the city’s old-guard dining establishments, which were overrun by patrons who expected to be served alcohol, illegal or not. The fashionable Delmonico’s at Fifth Avenue and Forty-fourth Street was a case in point.  Renowned as one of New York’s most lavish and civilized gathering places since the Civil War era, Delmonico’s remained popular into the Prohibition era.  Prohibition agents and a “fashionably dressed” female companion visited one of the restaurant’s Saturday afternoon tea dances in 1921, they found a crowd of well-dressed parties waiting over an hour for a table.  Once the parties had paid their cover charge and been seated, the agents saw why! They matter-of-factly told their waiter, “We’ll have a round of Scotch and gin,” and were promptly served the drinks.” 




– Lerner, Dry Manhattan

DOCUMENT #2 Dissenters!
“Bathtub Gin,” “tea parties,” “speakeasies,” and organized crime - all of these were defiant acts against Prohibition laws. 

Speakeasies

(1) Magazine articles mentioned ten to twenty establishments a week in their columns about city night life but by some estimates there were “more than 5,000 illegal speakeasies in Manhattan at the height of the Prohibition era, and another 10,000 at least in Brooklyn.  At one point, the Police Department estimated the number of illegal drinking establishments in the city to be as high as 35,000, with 2,200 in the Wall Street area alone.  No one knew for certain…” 





– Lerner, Dry Manhattan

(2) “By the mid-1920s, journalist Stanley Walker explained, the city had different expectations of its nightlife.  New York’s ‘new children of the night wanted a gay show, swift dance music, and no curfew.’ That, along with plenty of liquor, was what they got in the form of the Palais Royal, the Moulin Rouge, Montmartre, the Monte Carlo, and the scores of other nightclubs that opened…”  - Lerner, Dry Manhattan
(3) “There were many types of speakeasies some that completely lacked charm or any sense of taste. These were bare-bones affairs devoid of ritual or feeling, and only modestly equipped to dispense liquor until the law caught up with them.  Given the high costs of bootleg liquor and “protection,” such places offered none of the generosities- meaning no free lunches and no free dinks –that had been the mainstays of working-class saloons.  Even these low-end speakeasies charged two to ten times more for dinks than pre-Prohibition saloons had, and the quality of the booze they served was far inferior. Their “gin” was often industrial alcohol mixed with glycerin and oil of juniper, while their “scotch” was made from gain alcohol colored with prune juice, creosote, or Moxie.” – Lerner, Dry Manhattan
(4) “In February 1925, a new magazine landed on New York City’s newsstands. It was The New Yorker.  In its first issue, a columnist writing under the name “Van Bibber III” asked, ‘Have you observed, of late, how fastidious everyone has become in the matter of liquor?  Not only a particular brand, but a definitive vintage and especially shaped bottle are now almost always demanded.’  Drinking had become not simply an act of defiance in New York, Van Bibber noted, but a mark of social status.  ‘We sniff and scrutinize with the utmost care,’ he added. ‘What a change from the first year of the Eighteenth Amendment, when cocktails were manufactured out of anything liquid, and whatever had a kick passed muster.’” – Lerner, Dry Manhattan 
Gangster Culture
In big cities, rival gangs in immigrant neighborhoods competed for the booze market. With the employment of sawed-off shotguns and chattering “typewriters” (machine guns) to “erase” bootlegging competitors who were trying to “muscle in” on their “racket.” 
	“And the pistols’ red glare, 

Bombs bursting in air

Give proof through the night

That Chicago’s still there. – Brooklyn Newspaper


	“Everybody calls me a racketeer. I call myself a businessman. When I sell liquor, it’s bootlegging. When my patrons serve it on a silver tray on Lake Shore Drive, it’s hospitality.” – Al Capone, Chicago


[image: image5.wmf]
Flappers 
[image: image6.wmf][image: image7.emf][image: image1.emf]
DOCUMENT #3   Music, Dance, and Art…imitating life?

A. The Charleston (see video, please put video at same start spot when 
finished…)
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Cover of Life, 2/18/1926 
Illustration by John Held.
How to do the Charleston.

B. Popular Art

The MOMA opens in 1929 and was known for avant garde styles. Yet, both the Met and the MOMA rejected some artists, who then found a home when Gertrude Vanderbilt Whitney opened the Whiney Museum in 1931 and featured many of the 1920s artists rejected in their own decade. The Whitney featured art that highlighted the “American experience.”        





        
[image: image10.emf]Charles Sheeler - Criss–Crossed Conveyors, River Rouge Plant, Ford Motor Company, 1927
This technological utopia became a monument to the transcendent power of industrial production in the early modern age.
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Georgia O’Keeffe
[image: image11.emf]Stuart Davis – Lucky Strike (1921) 
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Egg Beater (1927) 

Edward Hopper – Automat (1927) 
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C. The Music 

*Listen to the music…write down what you hear. How does this reflect the times? 

D. The Writing
(1) William Carlos Williams “The Great Figure”

Among the rain

and lights

I saw the figure 5

in gold

on a red

firetruck

moving

tense

unheeded

to gong clangs

siren howls

and wheels rumbling

through the dark city.

(2) The Great Gatsby, 1925
A tale of love, wealth and betrayal…all in New York City in 1922!

Gatsby is a criminal—his fortune comes from bootlegging alcohol and other illegal activities.

Nick, the other main character who had moved to NYC from the Midwest in search of success ends up moving back to the Midwest to escape the disgust he feels for the people surrounding Gatsby’s life, the nouveau rich, and for the emptiness and moral decay of life among the wealthy on the East Coast.  

Nick reflects that just as Gatsby’s dream of Daisy (his love) was corrupted by money and dishonesty, the American dream of happiness and individualism has disintegrated simply into pursuit of wealth. Though Gatsby’s power to transform his dreams into reality is what makes him “great,” Nick reflects that the era of dreaming—both Gatsby’s dream and the American dream—is over.

Gatsby was fiction but there were stories that were fact with all the flare of corruption…often including alcohol…take Robert Benchley…

Robert Benchley had been supportive of the dry movement, being religious and a gentleman but at some point he was corrupted – had his first cocktail. Until Prohibition came along he had, in spite of the company he kept, embodied the traditional middle-class Protestant dry. Something about the dry experiment changed Benchley’s attitude toward alcohol. He became emblematic of a cultural rebellion against Prohibition that rejected the dry crusade’s moral vision for America. – Lerner, Dry Manhattan
DOCUMENT #4  Social Circles

(1) “The ubiquitous presence of alcohol in Prohibition-era New York all but eliminated its criminality. Even being arrested, once the ultimate social disgrace in respectable circles, became a badge of honor when it involved breaking the dry laws. Joseph Madden, the son of a famous horse breeder, was arrested in 1921 for carrying a hip flask…after leaving a city courtroom, he remarked, ‘Well, I’m still a gentleman, I suppose. This Prohibition offense seems to be the only law you can get arrested on and still retain your self respect.’ This sentiment, widely shared by New Yorkers, was echoed by a writer in the Atlantic Monthly who noted that ‘those who violate [Prohibition]…are not condemned at all. Rather is their cleverness applauded.’” 

– Lerner, Dry Manhattan
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Flappers, The Jazz Age – FLAPPER JANE BY BRUCE BLIVEN    
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An article by Bruce Bliven appeared in The New Republic on 9/ 9/1925.
Jane's a flapper. That is a quaint, old-fashioned term, but I hope you remember its meaning. Jane is 19. If she were 29, she would be Dorothy; 39, Doris; 
59, Jane again--and so on around. This Jane, being 19, is a flapper, though she urgently denies that she is a member of the younger generation. The younger generation, she will tell you, is aged 15 to 17; and she professes to be decidedly shocked at the things they do and say. That is a fact which would interest her minister, if he knew it--poor man, he knows so little! For he regards Jane as a perfectly horrible example of wild youth--paint, cigarettes, cocktails, petting parties—oooh! Yet if the younger generation shocks her as she says, query: how wild is Jane?

Beauty is the fashion in 1925. She is frankly, heavily made up, not to imitate nature, but for an altogether artificial effect--pallor mortis, poisonously scarlet lips, richly ringed eyes--the latter looking not so much debauched (which is the intention) as diabetic. Her walk duplicates the swagger…And there are, finally, her clothes. These were estimated the other day by some statistician to weigh two pounds. If you'd like to know exactly, it is: one dress, one step-in, two stockings, two shoes.

A step-in, if you are 99 and 44/1OOths percent ignorant, is underwear--one piece, light, exceedingly brief but roomy. Her dress is also brief. It is cut low where it might be high, and vice versa. The skirt comes just an inch below her knees, overlapping by a faint fraction her rolled and twisted stockings. The idea is that when she walks in a bit of a breeze, you shall now and then observe the knee (which is not rouged--that's just newspaper talk) but always in an accidental, Venus-surprised-at-the-bath sort of way. This is a bit of coyness which hardly fits in with Jane's general character.

Jane's haircut is also abbreviated. She wears of course the very newest thing in bobs, even closer than last year's shingle. It leaves her just about no hair at all in the back, and 20 percent more than that in the front…Because of this new style, one can confirm a rumor heard last year: Jane has ears.

The corset is as dead…The brassiere has been abandoned, since 1924. While stockings are usually worn…In hot weather Jane reserves the right to discard them, just as all the chorus girls did in 1923. As stockings are only a frantic, successful attempt to duplicate the color and texture of Jane's own sunburned slim legs...The clothes are not merely a flapper uniform. They are The Style…1925 Eastern Seaboard. 

Do the morals go with the clothes? Or the clothes with the morals? Or are they independent? These are questions I have not ventured to put to Jane, knowing that her answer would be "so's your old man." Generally speaking, however, it is safe to say that as regards the wildness of youth there is a good deal more smoke than fire. Attempts to link the new freedom with prohibition, with the automobile, the decline of Fundamentalism, are certainly without foundation. These may be accessory, and indeed almost certainly are, but only after the fact.

That fact is, as Jane says, that women to-day are shaking off the shreds and patches of their age-old servitude. "Feminism" has won a victory so nearly complete...Women have highly resolved that they are just as good as men, and intend to be treated so. If they should elect to go naked nothing is more certain than that naked they will go, while from the sidelines to which he has been relegated mere man is vouchsafed permission only to pipe a feeble Hurrah!



Hurrah!
