Should the Ideals of Democracy Be Suspended in a Time of National Crisis?

A. Background
In 1950, a Senator from Wisconsin, Joseph McCarthy, shocked the nation by claiming that he knew the names of hundreds of communists working in the State Department. Although McCarthy never proved any of his claims, he frightened Americans and destroyed the careers and reputations of many people whom he accused of being communists.  The term “McCarthyism” has come to mean making charges about a person’s loyalty without offering any supporting evidence.  

B. The Rosenberg’s
The rise of the Cold War had serious effects on life inside the United States. Americans became concerned about the possibility of a communist threat at home. Many people were accused of “un-American” acts. Some people lost their jobs and a few others faced even more serious problems. In 1950, Julius and Ethel Rosenberg were arrested and charged with selling atom bomb secrets to the Soviet Union.  They were brought to rail, found guilty, and executed as spies.  

Judge Kaufman's Statement Upon Sentencing

“I consider your crime worse than murder. Plain deliberate contemplated murder is dwarfed in magnitude by comparison with the crime you have committed. In committing the act of murder, the criminal kills only his victim. The immediate family is brought to grief and when justice is meted out the chapter is closed. But in your case, I believe your conduct in putting into the hands of the Russians the A-bomb years before our best scientists predicted Russia would perfect the bomb has already caused, in my opinion, the Communist aggression in Korea

I feel that I must pass such sentence upon the principals in this diabolical conspiracy to destroy a God-fearing nation, which will demonstrate with finality that this nation's security must remain inviolate; that traffic in military secrets, whether promoted by slavish devotion to a foreign ideology or by a desire for monetary gains must cease…
The evidence indicated quite clearly that Julius Rosenberg was the prime mover in this conspiracy. However, let no mistake be made about the role which his wife, Ethel Rosenberg, played in this conspiracy. Instead of deterring him from pursuing his ignoble cause, she encouraged and assisted the cause…”
C. Executive Order 9835, 1947
Part I 1. There shall be a loyalty investigation of every person entering the civilian employment of any department or agency of the executive branch of the federal government. 

Part II 2. The head of each department and agency shall appoint one or more loyalty boards…for the purpose of hearing loyalty cases…

Part V 1. The standard for the refusal of employment or the removal from employment in an executive department or agency on grounds relating to loyalty shall be that, on all the evidence, reasonable grounds exist for belief that the person involved is disloyal to the government of the United States. 

D. The McCarran Act
(15) The Communist movement in the United Stats is an organization numbering thousands of adherents, rigidly and ruthlessly disciplined. Awaiting and seeking to advance a moment when the United States may be so far extended by foreign engagements, so far divided in counsel, or so far in industrial or financial straits, that overthrow of the Government of the United States by force and violence may seem possible of achievement, it seeks converts far and wide by an extensive system of schooling and indoctrination. 
Section 8 (a) Any individual who is or becomes a member of any [communist] organization…[shall] register with the Attorney General as a member of such organization.  

E. Communist Control Act of 1954
Section 2 The Congress hereby finds and declares that the Communist Party of the United States, although purportedly a political party, is in fact an instrumentality of a conspiracy to overthrow the Government of the United States. It constitutes an authoritarian dictatorship within a republic, demanding for itself the rights and privileges accorded to political parties, but denying to all others the liberties guaranteed by the Constitution. Unlike political parties, which evolve their policies and programs through public means, by the reconciliation of a wide variety of individual views, and submit those policies and programs to the electorate at large for approval or disapproval, the policies and programs of the Communist Party are secretly prescribed for it by the foreign leaders of the world Communist movement…Therefore the Communist Party should be outlawed.

F. The House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC)
The House Committee on Un-American Activities targeted the Hollywood film industry. Actors, writers, and producers alike were summoned to appear before the committee and provide names of colleagues who may have been members of the Communist Party. Those who repented (asked for forgiveness) and named names of suspected communists were allowed to return to business as usual. Those who refused to address the committee were cited for contempt. Uncooperative artists were blacklisted from jobs in the entertainment industry. Years passed until many had their reputations restored.  

G. Statements by Edward R. Murrow, 1954

(1) “No one man can terrorize a whole nation unless we are all his accomplices.”

(2) “We will not walk in fear, one of another. We will not be driven by fear into an age of unreason if we dig deep in our history and doctrine and remember that we are not descended from fearful men, not from men who feared to write, to speak, to associate and to defend causes which were for the moment unpopular. We can deny our heritage and our history, but we cannot escape responsibility for the result. There is no way for a citizen of a Republic to abdicate (give up) his responsibility.”

(3) Murrow, radio show: March 9, 1954, "A Report on Senator Joseph R. McCarthy"
“Good evening. Tonight See it Now devotes its entire half hour to a report on Senator Joseph R. McCarthy told mainly in his own words and pictures…”
McCarthy blamed his opposition on influence on the public from the “left wing” press.

Yet, Murrow pointed out that multiple papers, both leftist and rightist believed that McCarthy had crossed the lines of the Constitution: 
· The Chicago Tribune: McCarthy will better serve his cause if he learns to distinguish the role of investigator from the role of avenging angel...
· The New York Times: The unwarranted interference of a demagogue -- a domestic Munich...
· The Times Herald of Washington: Senator McCarthy's behavior towards Zwicker not justified...
· The Herald Tribune of New York: McCarthyism involves assaults on basic Republican concepts...
McCarthy: Now, let's take a look at a photostat (copy) of a document taken from the Massachusetts barn -- one of those documents which was never supposed to see the light of day. Rather interesting it is. This is a document which shows that Alger Hiss and Frank Coe recommended Adlai Stevenson to the Mount Tremblant Conference which was called for the purpose of establishing foreign policy (postwar foreign policy) in Asia. Now, as you know, Alger Hiss is a convicted traitor. Frank Coe has been named under oath before congressional committees seven times as a member of the Communist Party. Why? Why do Hiss and Coe find that Adlai Stevenson is the man they want representing them at this conference? I don't know. Perhaps Adlai knows. 

Murrow: But Senator McCarthy didn't permit his audience to hear the entire paragraph. This is the official record of the McCarran hearings. Anyone can buy it for two dollars. Here's a quote: "Another possibility for the Mount Tremblant conferences on Asia is someone from Knox' office or Stimson's office." (Frank Knox was our wartime Secretary of the Navy; Henry Stimson our Secretary of the Army, both distinguished Republicans.) And it goes on: "Coe, and Hiss mentioned Adlai Stevenson, one of Knox's special assistants, and Harvey Bundy --former Assistant Secretary of State under Hoover, and now assistant to Stimson--because of their jobs."
Murrow: This is no time for men who oppose Senator McCarthy's methods to keep silent, or for those who approve. We can deny our heritage and our history, but we cannot escape responsibility for the result. There is no way for a citizen of a republic to abdicate his responsibilities. As a nation we have come into our full inheritance at a tender age. We proclaim ourselves, as indeed we are, the defenders of freedom, wherever it continues to exist in the world, but we cannot defend freedom abroad by deserting it at home.

The actions of the junior Senator from Wisconsin have caused alarm and dismay amongst our allies abroad, and given considerable comfort to our enemies. And whose fault is that? Not really his. He didn't create this situation of fear; he merely exploited it -- and rather successfully. Cassius was right. "The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars, but in ourselves."

Good night, and good luck.
American History






            Ms. Mazzini-Chin
Cycle IV
Directions: 

(1) Read the following article.

(2) On a separate sheet of paper, answer the questions at the end in complete sentences.  

Case Study – FBI “Blacklist”

Junius Scales, a native of Greensboro, N.C., and graduate of the University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill, was the chair of the Communist Party of North Carolina and South Carolina from1948 to 1956.  He was the first individual imprisoned under the Smith Act for membership in the Communist Party and suspected plotting to overthrow the United States government.  He served fourteen months before his sentence was commuted by President John F. Kennedy.  A play was written in 1976 about his trial.
The FBI was also involved in the unemployment business. Throughout the late 1950s, agents routinely visited Junius Scales' employers to ensure that he could not keep a job. Naturally, the bureau operated with greater stealth than the committees, for it was not supposed to release material from its files to anyone outside the executive branch. But not only did the FBI leak selected tidbits to sympathetic journalists and members of Congress, it also inaugurated a systematic flow of information called the "Responsibilities Program." The program began in 1951 when a group of liberal governors, who were worried that they might be vulnerable to right-wing charges of harboring Communists on their payrolls, asked the bureau to give them information about state employees. Deniability was the program's hallmark; FBI agents usually conveyed the requisite information to the governors or their representatives in oral reports or in the form of what the bureau called "blind memoranda," typed on plain unwatermarked paper that gave no evidence of its origins. During the four years of the program's existence, it transmitted 810 such reports, most of which resulted in the intended action. 
It is important to realize that the dismissals were usually in response to outside pressures. Most of the firings of the McCarthy era occurred after someone had refused to cooperate with an investigating committee or was denied a security clearance. Major corporations like General Electric and U.S. Steel announced that they would discharge any worker who took the Fifth Amendment, and other employers made it equally clear that they would do the same. Some of these employers may well have welcomed and even actually arranged for a HUAC hearing, especially when it enabled them to fire left-wing union leaders. Left to their own devices, however, most of the other employers would not have initiated political dismissals, though they were usually willing to acquiesce in them once they were apprised of the identities of their allegedly subversive employees. 
“Blacklists and Other Economic Sanctions;” by: Ellen Schrecker, The Age of McCarthyism: A Brief History with Documents; www.upenn.edu.

Questions: 
(1) Who is Junius Scales?
(2) How did the FBI conduct investigations of possible communists?  
(3) What did it mean to be “blacklisted?”
(4) Should the FBI have the power to carry out such investigations?  Why or why not?


