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	Examples of how the Eisenhower administration Intensified the Cold WAR
	Examples of how the Eisenhower administration attempted to maintain Peace

	
	

	Answer the AIM: Did the Eisenhower administration unnecessarily intensify the Cold War?

	

	On the back of this sheet – write a two paragraph response:

Paragraph 1: Examine the following quote from Eisenhower’s farewell address. He is warning against creating a too-large military complex and it’s implication. What is his warning to the America of the future and do you agree with it?
Paragraph 2: Ask another student in your team what they think. Write down their response and whether or not you support what your class mate is saying:

“Our military organization today bears little relation to that known by any of my predecessors in peacetime, or indeed by the fighting men of World War II or Korea.  Until the latest of our world conflicts, the United States had no armaments industry.  American makers of plowshares could, with time, make swords as well.  But now we can no longer risk emergency improvisation of national defense; we have been compelled to create a permanent armaments industry of vast proportions.  Added to this, three and a half million men and women are directly engaged in the defense establishment. We annually spend on military security more than the net income of all US corporations....  We must never let the weight of this threat endanger our liberties or destroy democratic processes.  We should take nothing for granted.  Only an alert and knowledgeable citizenry can compel the proper meshing of the huge industrial and military machinery of defense with our peaceful methods and goals, so that security and liberty may prosper together...”  

	Fascinating/Important Facts

	· The Eisenhower administration added “under God” to the Pledge of Allegiance (1954) and “In God We Trust” to paper currency (1956).
· Eisenhower’s campaign (with the slogan “I Like Ike”) was the first to use TV as a major resource.  This changed the nature of political campaigns for the future.
· As a WWII General, Eisenhower orchestrated D-Day.
· Eisenhower sent in troops to Little Rock to enforce the decision made under Brown vs Board of Ed Supreme Court decision to segregate schools. 

· The Soviets launched SPUTNIK under the Eisenhower administration.


[image: image2.jpg]Until the latest of our world conflicts, the United States had no
armaments industry. This conjunction of an immense military
establishment and a large arms industry is new in the American
experience. In the councils of government, we must guard
against the acquisition of unwarranted influence, whether sought
or unsought, by the military-industrial complex. The potential for
the disastrous rise of misplaced power exists and will persist.

-Dwight D. Eisenhower



Response to Eisenhower’s Farewell Address: 
(In other words, we were creating the biggest, strongest, most expensive military in the world, and Eisenhower thought it was important to do this to actually prevent war – because we would want to fight against this kind of military? But at the same time, he knew that doing this was dangerous because it could make us military obsessed, and if another war did come about, it would be a horrifying war and our priorities would not be skewed). 

TIMELINE

1950- 
Korean War begins

1952- 
The United States explodes its first hydrogen bomb—9 months later, the Soviet Union tests its own

1953- 
Korean War ends


Stalin dies- Khrushchev assumes power in the Soviet Union

1954-
France surrenders Vietnam with the fall of Dien Bien Phu

1955-
Warsaw Pact is organized

1956-
Suez Crisis occurs in the Middle East

1957- 
Soviet Union launches Sputnik—leads to US fear that they are behind in the technology race—US begins NASA 
Eisenhower Doctrine- Promises aid to Middle Eastern countries resisting communism 

Your response: 
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