How did Brown v. Board of Education Inspire the Civil Rights Movement? 
Fourteenth Amendment (1868)
§1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any laws which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.
Fifteenth Amendment (1868)

§1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude…
First Amendment (1791)

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances. 
The 1954 United States Supreme Court decision in Brown et.al. v. Board of Education of Topeka (KS) is among the most significant judicial turning points in the development of our country. The case was originally led by Charles H. Houston, who was followed by Thurgood Marshall and a formidable legal team; the Supreme Court case collectively argued four additional cases, as well—Briggs v. Elliott, Davis v. County School Board of Prince Edward County, Belton v. Gebhart, and Bolling v. Sharpe.  Brown overturned the 1896 ruling in Plessy v. Ferguson that established the doctrine of “separate but equal,” dismantled the legal basis for racial segregation in schools and other public facilities, and laid the foundation for shaping future national and international policies regarding human rights.  The laws and policies struck down by this court decision were products of the human tendencies to prejudge, discriminate against, and stereotype other people by their ethnic, religious, physical, or cultural characteristics. Ending this behavior as a legal practice caused far reaching social and ideological implications. 

A. Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka Kansas I, May 17, 1954
(1) Near the end of Reconstruction, Southern legislatures passed Jim Crow Laws legalizing segregation in all spheres of life. African Americans could not engage in any type of relationship with white people, nor could they attend the same schools, use the same bathrooms or drink from the same water fountains. In 1896, the Supreme Court held in Plessy v. Ferguson that segregation was legal as long as the facilities available to both African Americans and white people were “equal.” Linda Brown was denied admission to her local elementary school in Topeka because she was black. When, combined with several other cases, her suit reached the Supreme Court, the Court broke with the long tradition and unanimously overruled the “separate but equal” doctrine of the Plessy case.  The Court held for the first time that segregation in the public schools violated the principle of equal protection under the law guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution. The Court declared in 1955 that schools must be desegregated “with all deliberate speed.”
(2) Chief Justice Earl Warren: “Today, education is the most important function of state and local governments. Compulsory school attendance laws and the great expenditures for education to our democratic society. It is required in the performance of our most basic public responsibilities, even service in the armed forces. It is the very foundation of good citizenship. Today, it is a principal instrument in awakening the child to cultural value, in preparing him for alter professional training, and in helping him to adjust normally to his environment. In these days, it is doubtful that any child may reasonably be expected to succeed in life if he is denied the opportunity of an education. Such an opportunity, where the state has undertaken to provide it, is a right, which must be made available to all on equal terms. We come then to the question presented: Does segregation of children in public schools solely on the basis of race, even though the physical facilities and other “tangible” factors may be equal, deprive the children of the minority group of equal education opportunities? We believe that it does. We conclude that in the field of education the doctrine of “separate but equal” has no place. Separate educational facilities are inherently unequal. Therefore, we hold that the plaintiffs and others similarly situated for whom the actions have been brought are, by reason of the segregation complained of, deprived of equal protection of the laws guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment.”
(1) How did Chief Justice Earl Warren explain the reasoning behind the Court’s opinion?

(2) What elements of the 14th and 1st Amendments are most important to the Civil Rights movement? Why?

B. Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka Kansas II, May 31, 1955

While giving weight to these public and private considerations, the courts will require that the defendants make a prompt and reasonable start toward full compliance with our May 17, 1954, ruling. Once such a start has been made, the courts may find that additional time is necessary to carry out the ruling in an effective manner....  To that end, the courts may consider problems related to administration, arising from the physical condition of the school plant, the school transportation system, personnel, revision of school districts and attendance areas into compact units to achieve a system of determining admission to the public schools on a nonracial basis, and revision of local laws and regulations which may be necessary in solving the foregoing problems....  The...cases are remanded to the District Courts to take such proceedings and enter such orders and decrees consistent with this opinion as are necessary and proper to admit to public schools on a racially nondiscriminatory basis with all deliberate speed the parties to these cases. 

C. REACTION TO BROWN - The Southern Manifesto (March 12, 1956)

We regard the decisions of the Supreme Court in the school cases as a clear abuse of judicial power....  The original Constitution does not mention education. Neither does the 14th Amendment nor any other amendment. This unwarranted exercise of power by the Court, contrary to the Constitution, is creating chaos and confusion in the States principally affected. It is destroying the amicable relations between the white and Negro races that have been created through 90 years of patient effort by the good people of both races. It has planted hatred and suspicion where there has been heretofore friendship and understanding....  We reaffirm our reliance on the Constitution as the fundamental law of the land.  We decry the Supreme Court's encroachment on the rights reserved to the States and to the people, contrary to established law, and to the Constitution.  We commend the motives of those States which have declared the intention to resist forced integration by any lawful means....  We pledge ourselves to use all lawful means to bring about a reversal of this decision which is contrary to the Constitution and to prevent the use of force in its implementation. 

D. Little Rock Nine - Desegregation of Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas (1957)
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On September 23, 1957 nine African American students were due to enroll at Central High School in Little Rock, AK. The Supreme Court had ruled that segregation, or the legal separation of blacks and white in public facilities, was illegal. And these nine students, who would be known as The Little Rock Nine, would be the first African Americans to attend Little Rock’s Central High. As they drove toward the school that morning, the students knew what awaited them – an angry mob of white protesters. Just a few weeks before, the nine had walked past just such a crossed to the high school’s entrance. 
That morning, Arkansas National Guardsmen had turned the nine away, and, along with police, stood by while the mob pelted the black students’ cars with stones, assaulted them, and threatened their lives. The right to an equal education had been granted to African American students in 1954 by the United States Supreme Court, when it ruled that segregation was illegal. Unfortunately, three years later, many African Americans were still being forced to go to separate and inferior schools. In spite of the repression, courageous African Americans, as wells as some equally gallant whites, challenged segregation.
E. Executive Order 10730
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(1) Executive Orders
Executive Orders are legally binding orders given by the President, acting as the head of the Executive Branch, to Federal Administrative Agencies. Executive Orders are generally used to direct federal agencies and officials in their execution of congressionally established laws or policies.
Article II §1 The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America, and, together with the Vice President, chosen the same Term, be elected, as follows…
Article II §3  He shall from time to time give to Congress Information of the State of the Union, and recommend to their Consideration such Measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary Occasions, convene both Houses…he shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the Officers of the United States.
Providing Assistance for the Removal of an Obstruction of Justice within the State of Arkansas
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“WHEREAS certain persons in the state of Arkansas, individually and in unlawful assemblages, combinations, and conspiracies, have willfully obstructed the enforcement of orders of the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Arkansas with respect to matters relating to enrollment and attendance at public schools, particularly at Central High School, located in Little Rock School District, Little Rock, Arkansas; and WHEREAS such willful obstruction of justice hinders the execution of the laws of that State and of the United States, and makes it impracticable to enforce such laws by the ordinary course of judicial proceedings; 
and WHEREAS such obstruction of justice constitutes a denial of the equal protection of the laws secured by the Constitution of the United States and impeded the course of justice under those laws: ‘NOW, 
THEREFORE, I, DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, President of the Untied States, under and by virtue of the authority vest in me by the Constitution and Statutes of the United Sates, do command all persons engaged in such obstruction of justice to cease and desist therefrom, and to disperse forthwith.’
It is hereby ordered as follows: 

§2. The Secretary of Defense is authorized and direct to take all appropriate steps to enforce any orders of the United States district Court for the Eastern District of Arkansas for the removal of obstruction of justice in the State of Arkansas with respect to matters relating to enrollment and attendance at public schools in the Little Rock School District, Little Rock, Arkansas. In carrying out the provisions of this section, the Secretary of Defense is authorized to use the units, and members thereof, ordering into the active military services of the United States pursuant to Section 1 of this order.

§3. In furtherance of the enforcement of the aforementioned orders of the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Arkansas, the Secretary of Defense is authorized to use such of the armed forces of the United States as he may deem necessary.”   - Dwight D. Eisenhower, the White House, September 24, 1957.
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(1) What was the purpose of Eisenhower’s Executive Order?
(2) When does the President have the right to issue executive orders?

(3) Should Supreme Court decisions be enforced by any means? Why or why not?
Elizabeth Eckford’s Story 

“I saw a large crowd of people standing across the street from the soldiers guarding Central High School.  As I walked on, the crowd suddenly got very quiet....  Then someone shouted, ‘Here she comes, get ready!’  I moved away from the crowd on the sidewalk and into the street.  If the mob came at me, I could then cross back over so the guards could protect me.  The crowd moved in closer and then began to follow me, calling me names.  I still wasn’t afraid.  Just a little bit nervous.  Then my knees started to shake all of a sudden and I wondered whether I could make it to the entrance....  The crowd was quiet.  I guess they were waiting to see what was going to happen.  When I was able to steady my knees, I walked up to the guard who had let the white students in.  When I tried to squeeze past him, he raised his bayonet and then the other guards closed in and they raised their bayonets.  They glared at me with a mean look and I was very frightened and didn’t know what to do.  I turned around and the crowd came toward me.  Somebody started yelling, ‘Lynch her!’”

The Enduring Promise of Brown
New York Times, May 17, 1984

The [Brown] decision has stood rock solid as a matter of law, despite the continuing resistance, not only in the South, to desegregation in schools and housing, and despite the lukewarm enforcement efforts of several Administrations.  Brown has left no doubt about the right even where conditions are still woefully wrong.  Even the worst Jim Crow laws did not collapse without further struggle.  Segregation in buses and restaurants and voting booths had to be challenged and resisted with boycotts, sit-ins, marches and other demonstrations, almost all non-violent.  But since Brown, the blacks and whites who fought those battles have had a proud and legal banner to display.

Terrance Roberts Sept. 4, 1957
AIM: 

MOTIVATION: 

TASKS
APPLICATION: 

SUMMARY: 

Executive Orders do not require Congressional approval to take effect but they have the same legal weight as laws passed by Congress. The President's source of authority to issue Executive Orders can be found in the Article II, Section 1 of the Constitution which grants to the President the "executive Power." Section 3 of Article II further directs the President to "take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed." To implement or execute the laws of the land, Presidents give direction and guidance to Executive Branch agencies and departments, often in the form of Executive Orders.

