Does the Growth of Cities Adversely Affect the Quality of Life?

Document #1: Large Cities, Population
	Largest Cities 1850
	Largest Cities 1870
	Largest Cities 1900
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1. New York, N.Y.
	696,115
	1. New York, NY
	1,478,103
	1. New York, NY
	3,437,202

	2. Baltimore, MD
	169,054
	2.
Philadelphia, PA
	674,022
	2. Chicago, IL
	1,096,575

	3. Boston, Mass.
	136,881
	3. St. Louis, MO
	310,864
	3.
Philadelphia, PA
	1,283,697

	4. Philadelphia, PA
	121,376
	4. Chicago, IL
	296,977
	4. St. Louis, MO
	575,238

	5. New Orleans, LA
	116,375
	5.
Baltimore, MID
	267,354
	5. Boston, Mass
	560,892

	6. Cincinnati, OH
	114,435
	6. Boston, Mass
	250,526
	6.
Baltimore, MD
	506,957

	7. St. Louis, MO
	77,860
	7. Cincinnati, OH
	216,239
	7.
Pittsburgh, PA
	451,512

	8. Pittsburgh, PA
	67,863
	8. New Orleans, LA
	191,418
	8. Buffalo, NY
	352,387

	9. Albany, N.Y.
	50,763
	9. San Francisco, CA
	149,473
	9. San Francisco, CA
	342,782

	10, Louisville, KY
	43,194
	10. Pittsburgh, PA
	139,256
	10. Cincinnati, OH
	325,902


Document #2: New York City Tenements
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Document #3: Tenement Living 

(1) "The tenement house is the offspring of municipal neglect as well as of its primary causes, over population and destitution....We could tell of one room, twelve feet by twelve, in which were five resident families comprising (made up of) twenty persons…of another, warmed only by a tin pail of lighter charcoal....in one corner lay the body of a woman who had died the day before of disease, her orphan children sleeping near on a pile of rags...Why attempt to convey...the hideous squalor and deadly the dim (odors), undrained courts oozing with pollution; the dark, narrow stairways, decayed with age, reeking with filth, overrun with vermin...the windows stuffed with rags? Such is the general outline of the tenement house."

(2) “Come, then, into the filthy back yards at the rear of No. 20 Clarkson Street, and, looking over the rotting fences, you may discover a peculiarity of many of the houses in this region. The front walls are of brick; the rear and side walls are wooden. On the wooden walls the clapboards sag and sway and are falling off, the ancient laths and plaster...exposed beneath. Window panes are broken out. On one of the days when I was there, a bitter day in December, an icy wind blew through these apertures. I went into some of the living rooms. There were women and children around the fire in the one stove that cooked for them and gave them heat. They were trying to keep warm—with coal they bought by the pail-full at the rate of $16 a ton...All these are strange conditions. But stranger than all is this: that a Christian church should be willing to take money from such tenements as Trinity owns [them] in the old Eighth Ward.

Document #4: How the Other Half Lives 
By Jacob Riis (adapted)
Today, what is a tenement? The law defines it as a house occupied by three or more families, living independently and doing their own cooking on the premises. In reality, it is a brick building from four to six stories high with four families, many of these immigrant families, occupying each floor. A set of rooms consists of one or two dark closets, used as bedrooms, with a living room twelve feet by ten; the poverty of the poor man is his destruction. The statement that once made a sensation was that between 70 and 80 children had been found in one tenement. It no longer excites even passing attention, when the police report counting 101 adults and 91 children in a Crosby Street house. Or when a midnight inspection in Mulberry Street unearths 150 "lodgers" sleeping on filthy floors in two buildings. The halls of these tenements are dark. You can feel your way through, if you cannot see. The bathrooms are kept in the hallway for all to use - and all be poisoned alike by their summer stenches (smells). The death of a child due to suffocation in the foul air of an unventilated apartment is a common experience.

The lure of the city is the vast array of jobs that can be had. It is estimated that at least 150,000 women and girls earn their own living in New York. They are willing to accept any wage. The investigation of the Working Women's Society disclosed the fact that wages averaging $2.50 to $4.00 a week were reduced by excessive fines. A little girl, who received $2.00 a week, made cash sales amounting to $167 in a single day, while the receipts of a 15 year old male clerk 'n the same department footed up only $125; yet for some trivial mistake the girl was fined 60 cents out of her $2.00. One of the causes for fines in a certain large store, was for sitting down. The law for requiring seats for saleswomen, generally ignored, was obeyed faithfully in this establishment. The seats were there, but the girls were fined when found using them...

Document #5: "Bertillon" Cards

In 1879, Paris police clerk Alphonse Bertillon devised a system of criminal identification called anthropometry ("man measurement"). He calculated that there was a 268,435,454-to-one chance that two people could have fourteen identical measurements (height, length and width of head, length of left forearm, etc.). Bertillon's system was deemed a success and was adopted by police departments throughout Europe and the United States, including New York City. The Bertillon cards have not been indexed by name. 

The New York City Municipal Archives has a collection of about 6,000 "Bertillon" cards. Each card measures 3"x5"; full-face and profile photographs appear on one side and the criminal's name, Bertillon measurements and other information (nativity, age, crime) appear on the reverse.  They were used to try to apprehend and prosecute “criminals,” primarily immigrants, during the time period.

Document #6: “Shopgirls”
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The artist Elizabeth Sparhawk-Jones painted this in 1912, shortly after the notorious Triangle Fire ( reproduced in a poster series from the New York State Department of Labor in the 1980s). 

"Over the years, radically different images have helped to shape America's ever changing view of the world of work. Perhaps nowhere is this phenomenon more evident than in the mixed signals America has sent to working women throughout our history. "Shopgirls," painted in 1912, is representative of the last vestiges (what is left) of Victorian America. The reality for many working women in the early 20th century was confinement to jobs where they were routinely exploited--especially those who worked in mills and factories up to 70 hours a week for three dollars or less. 

"Around the time "Shopgirls" was being painted, 154 workers, mostly young women, died in the notorious Triangle Shirtwaist Company Fire of 1911 in New York City...”

Poster published by the New York State Department of Labor in the 1980s, photograph of poster by Teddy Fung.
	DOCUMENT #7: Architecture
“Prairie House”
 and “Organic Architecture” -Frank Lloyd Wright transformed the American home when he began to design "Prairie" style houses with low horizontal lines and open interior spaces. Also the concept of “organic” buildings, an extension of the teachings of his mentor Louis Sullivan whose slogan “form follows function” became the mantra of modern architecture. Wright changed this phrase to “form and function are one,” using nature as the best example of this integration.

It is not a style of imitation, because he did not claim to be building forms that were representative of nature. A coherent whole: a marriage between the site and the structure and a union between the context and the structure.
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