Education
 

As part of the Great Society, Congress passed 

and President Johnson signed into law sixty 

separate bills that provided for new and better-

equipped classrooms, minority scholarships, 

and low-interest student loans.
President Lyndon Johnson:

“A third place to build the Great Society is in the classrooms of America. There your children's lives will be shaped. Our society will not be great until every young mind is set free to scan the farthest reaches of thought and imagination. We are still far from that goal.  In many places, classrooms are overcrowded and curricula are outdated. Most of our qualified teachers are underpaid, and many of our paid teachers are unqualified. So we must give every child a place to sit and a teacher to learn from. Poverty must not be a bar to learning, and learning must offer an escape from poverty.”

Head Start Statement of Purpose:

(Program for four- and five-year-old children from disadvantaged families that gave them a chance to start school on an even basis with other youngsters)
It is the purpose of this subchapter to promote the school readiness of low-income children by enhancing their cognitive, social, and emotional development-

(1) in a learning environment that supports children's growth in language, literacy, mathematics, science, social and emotional functioning, creative arts, physical skills, and approaches to learning; and

(2) through the provision to low-income children and their families of health, educational, nutritional, social, and other services that are determined, based on family needs assessments, to be necessary.

DOCUMENT #4

Medicare
 

As part of the Great Society, Congress passed 

and President Johnson signed into law programs 

that guaranteed healthcare to the elderly 

(Medicare) and to those unable to afford 

it (Medicaid).  These healthcare acts had been 

discussed for years, dating back to the creation 

of Social Security under the New Deal.  

Guaranteeing healthcare to these important 

groups was a significant, yet unfulfilled 

goal for President Harry Truman.  President Johnson went to Truman’s home in Missouri to sign these bills into law so that Truman could bear witness to the ultimate success of his goals.

Medicare, created as an amendment to President Franklin Roosevelt’s 1935 Social Security Act, was designed to provide hospital insurance and supplementary health insurance for persons aged sixty-five years and over.  Another Social Security amendment signed into law by President Johnson Medicaid, a national health insurance program for low-income persons.  

President Lyndon Johnson:

“And this will provide the funds to pay up to 90 days of hospital care for each illness, plus diagnostic care, and up to 100 home health visits after you are 65. And beginning in 1967, you will also be covered for up to 100 days of care in a skilled nursing home after a period of hospital care....  The benefits under the law are as varied and broad as the marvelous modern medicine itself....  No longer will older Americans be denied the healing miracle of modern medicine. No longer will illness crush and destroy the savings that they have so carefully put away over a lifetime so that they might enjoy dignity in their later years. No longer will young families see their own incomes, and their own hopes, eaten away simply because they are carrying out their deep moral obligations to their parents, and to their uncles, and their aunts.”
Social Security Act Amendments 1965:

To provide a hospital insurance program for the aged under the Social Security Act with a supplementary medical benefits program and an extended program of medical assistance, to increase benefits under the Old-Age, Survivors, and Disability Insurance System, to improve the Federal-State public assistance programs, and for other purposes….

SEC. 226. (a) Every individual who— (1) has attained the age of 65, and
(2) is entitled to monthly insurance benefits…shall be entitled to hospital insurance benefits…for each month for which he meets the condition specified… (1) entitlement of an individual to hospital insurance benefits for a month shall consist of entitlement to have payment made…on his behalf for inpatient hospital services, post-hospital extended care services, post-hospital home health services, and outpatient hospital diagnostic services…furnished him in the United States… 

DOCUMENT #1
Civil Rights
 

President Kennedy was swayed to advocate 

for Civil Rights after watching protests in

Birmingham, AL on TV.  By the end of his 

presidency, JFK was an ardent supporter of 

civil rights legislation, but he was assassinated 

before he could ever see this come to fruition.  Lyndon Johnson of Texas, 

JFK’s Vice President, took the oath of office 

on the plane home from Dallas and vowed to 

fulfill Kennedy’s goals.  The Civil Rights Act

was passed the year after JFK’s assassination.

President Lyndon Johnson:

(A) “The issue of equal rights for American Negroes is such an issue.  And should we defeat every enemy, and should we double our wealth and conquer the stars, and still be unequal to this issue, then we will have failed as a people and as a nation…. There is no Negro problem. There is no Southern problem. There is no Northern problem. There is only an American problem. And we are met here tonight as Americans -- not as Democrats or Republicans. We are met here as Americans to solve that problem.  This was the first nation in the history of the world to be founded with a purpose. The great phrases of that purpose still sound in every American heart, North and South: "All men are created equal,"… Those words are a promise to every citizen that he shall share in the dignity of man…. It really rests on his right to be treated as a man equal in opportunity to all others… to deny a man his hopes because of his color, or race, or his religion, or the place of his birth is not only to do injustice, it is to deny America and to dishonor the dead who gave their lives for American freedom.”
(B) “Freedom is the beginning; and the barriers to that freedom are tumbling down.  Freedom is the right to share equally in American society – to vote, to hold a job, to enter a public place, to go to school.  But freedom is not enough.  You do not wipe away the scars of centuries by saying: ‘Now you are free to go where you want, and do what you want, and choose the leaders you want’.  You do not take a person who for years has been held back by the chains of discrimination and segregation and poverty and free him, then bring him to the starting line of a race and then say, ‘You are free to compete with everyone else.’  This would not be fair.  It is not enough just to open the gates of opportunity.  All our citizens must have the ability to walk though those gates.  This is the next and deeper step in the battle for civil rights.  We must try to gain not just freedom but also opportunity.  There is no single answer to all of these problems.  Jobs are part of the answer.  They bring the money which lets a man provide for his family’s needs.  Decent homes in decent neighborhoods and a chance to learn – and equal chance to learn – are part of the answer.  Welfare and social programs which will help keep families together are part of the answer.  Care for the sick is part of the answer.  An understanding heart by all Americans is another big part of the answer.  All I dedicate this efforts of this administration to all these problems.” 

Civil Rights Act of 1964: 

SEC. 201. (a) All persons shall be entitled to the full and equal enjoyment of the goods, services, facilities, and privileges, advantages, and accommodations of any place of public accommodation, as defined in this section, without discrimination or segregation on the ground of race, color, religion, or national origin.  SEC. 202. All persons shall be entitled to be free, at any establishment or place, from discrimination or segregation of any kind on the ground of race, color, religion, or national origin, if such discrimination or segregation is or purports to be required by any law, statute, ordinance, regulation, rule, or order of a State or any agency or political subdivision thereof. 

DOCUMENT #2
The Environment
 

As part of the Great Society, President Johnson 

focused on clean air and water, reducing 

pollution, and limiting our dependence on 

technology that contributed to that pollution.

Johnson also focused on beautifying existing

parks, both local and national, and creating

additional parks so that all people could enjoy 

nature.

President Lyndon Johnson:

“But for all that it will do, the Air Quality Act will never end pollution. It is a law—and not a magic wand to wave that will cleanse our skies. It is a law whose ultimate power and final effectiveness really rests out there with the people of this land… Last January, in asking Congress to pass this legislation, I had this to say: “This situation does not exist because it was inevitable, nor because it cannot be controlled. Air pollution is the inevitable consequence of neglect. It can be controlled when that neglect is no longer tolerated…. So, let us then strengthen that demand from this moment on. Let us seize the new powers of this new law to end a long, dark night of neglect.  Let our children say, when they look back on this day, that it was here that a sleeping giant—it was here that their Nation awoke….” 

Air Quality Act of 1967:
Sec. 7401 that the growth in the amount and complexity of air pollution brought about by urbanization, industrial development, and the increasing use of motor vehicles, has resulted in mounting dangers to the public health and welfare…

The purposes of this subchapter are - (1) to protect and enhance the quality of the Nation's air resources so as to promote the public health and welfare and the productive capacity of its population; (2) to initiate and accelerate a national research and development program to achieve the prevention and control of air pollution;… (4) to encourage and assist the development and operation of regional air pollution prevention and control programs. 

DOCUMENT #3

Great Society Legislation

	Year
	Legislation
	What it provided

	1964
	24th Amendment
	Banned poll tax in federal elections

	
	Civil Rights Act
	Banned discrimination in public accommodations and
employment

	
	Urban Mass Transportation Act
	Provided financial aid for urban mass transit systems

	
	Economic Opportunity Act
	Authorized the Job Corps and VISTA

	
	Wilderness Preservation Act
	Barred commercial use in 9.1 million acres of national forest

	1965
	Elementary and Secondary School Act
	Provided $1.3 billion in aid to schools

	
	Medicare
	Provided medical aid for the elderly

	
	Voting Rights Act
	Forbade literacy tests and other voting restrictions

	
	Omnibus Housing Act
Department of Housing and Urban Development
	Provided rent supplements to low income families

	
	National Endowment for the Arts
	Provided federal assistance to the arts

	
	Water Quality Act
Immigration reform laws 
Air Quality Act
	Required states to establish and enforce water quality standards

	
	Higher Education Act
	Provided federal scholarships

	1966
	National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act
Highway Safety Act
Department of Transportation
	Sets federal safety standards

	
	Model Cities
	Rehabilitated slums


Additional Great Society Legislation:

HIGHER EDUCATION FACILITIES ACT OF 1963                                         
DEC. 16, 1963 
THE CLEAN AIR ACT                                                                                          
DEC. 17, 1963
VOCATIONAL EDUCATION ACT OF 1963                                                       
DEC. 18, 1963
INTER-AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK ACT                                          
JAN. 22,1964
FEDERAL-AID HIGHWAY ACT OF 1964                                                         
AUG. 13, 1964
CRIMINAL JUSTICE ACT OF 1964                                                                    
AUG. 20, 1964
FOOD STAMP ACT OF 1964                                                                                
AUG. 31, 1964 
NATIONAL ARTS CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 1964                  
SEPT. 3, 1964
MANPOWER ACT OF 1965                                                                                   
APRIL 26, 1965
OLDER AMERICANS ACT OF 1965                                                                    
JULY 14, 1965
PUBLIC WORKS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 1965           
AUG. 26, 1965 
CHILD NUTRITION ACT OF 1966                                                                           
OCT. 11, 1966
CHILD PROTECTION ACT OF 1966                                                                       
NOV. 3, 1966
NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH ACT                                                                          
MAY 8, 1968
Presidential Portfolio Entry

	

	President Lyndon B. Johnson
Vice President: 

Hubert Humphrey 



	
	Team Star Rating: 
__________________

__________________

__________________

	Great Society Achievements

	

	Great Society Deficiencies/ Shortcomings

	

	Fascinating/Important Facts

	· LBJ was a successful congressman and senator before becoming Vice President.  He had a much easier time than JFK getting his agenda approved by Congress.
· LBJ’s wife, LBJ (Yup- Lady Bird Johnson), was integral in creating the Great Society and the programs that composed it.  Some historians, and some who served in the Johnson administration, believe it wouldn’t have happened without her.



President Lyndon B. Johnson 

Major Ideas:

· Johnson became president after Kennedy was assassinated and a large part of his domestic agenda involved implementing and actualizing Kennedy’s visions.  Many of his views changed as a result of this situation.

· Johnson outlined a program reminiscent of the New Deal designed to eradicate poverty and improve conditions in many different ways for every group of Americans.

· The promise of the Great Society evaporated once the government diverted all of the resources once intended for domestic programs to the increasing involvement in Vietnam.
Performance Objectives: SWBAT

1) Identify the problems identified in “The Other America.”

2) Describe Great Society legislation under LBJ.

3) Evaluate the impact of the Great Society legislation.

4) Explain the impact of the Vietnam War on the Great Society.

5) Assess whether the Great Society solved America’s domestic problems.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Motivation: Great Society Speech
1) What are the goals of the Great Society?

2) Does this sound like a Great Society to you?  Why/ why not?

3) Can the government solve all of the nation’s problems with legislation?


       ELICIT AIM

AIM: Did the Great Society solve America’s domestic problems? 


Q: What are we going to need to know more about in order to answer this question? 

Lesson Development: 

A. The Other America

How does Harrington describe the Other America?

Why is he frustrated by what he sees going on around him?

B. War on Poverty

What are the objectives of the War on Poverty?

Why is the government constantly struggling to solve this problem?

C. Presidential Teams Established (MUST begin within the first 12 minutes) 

1. Distribute folders – Inside the folders will be four documents (The Economy, The Environment, Civil Rights, and Medicare), four Presidential portfolio sheets, directions (explaining assignment and roles). 

2. Each team member will read 1 document and share that information with their teammates to fill in sheets checking off all categories that apply. 7 minutes 

3. Play 8 minutes of “The Presidents” to add to their list. 

4. Allow 5 minutes to fill in rating (gold, silver, bronze star ranking) – The team must come to a consensus. 

5. Debrief! 

D. Follow-Up Discussion (Allow 15-20 minutes for this segment of the lesson) 

Q: Was the success of the Great Society derailed by Vietnam? 

Q: Was this what the country needed at the time?

Q: Why do you think Johnson tried to do so much so quickly?

E. Summary 

Take a quick poll – Gold, Silver, and Bronze star rankings. 

Q: Does Johnson deserve his # ranking? EXPLAIN (Use specific examples) AGREE? DISAGREE? 
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