The Monroe Doctrine (1823)

The War of 1812 imbued the United States with a sense of self confidence that enabled it to establish diplomatic relationships with other nations.  John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State under President James Monroe, settled a border dispute between the US and Canada and reached agreements with Spain through which the US acquired Florida and the nations decided the southern border of the Louisiana Purchase.  By 1823, the idea of nationalism had also spread to smaller nations in the western hemisphere, inspiring many of Spain’s colonies to set up independent rule.  European nations, eager to retain colonial rule, were set to assist Spain in putting down these rebellions.  British Foreign Minister George Canning proposed that England and the United States work together to maintain the former colonies’ newly established independence.  Adams ultimately convinced President Monroe to reject Britain’s assistance; instead, Monroe issued his now famous doctrine in an annual message to Congress on December 2, 1823.

“The American continents, by the free and independent condition which they have assumed and maintain, are henceforth not to be considered as subjects for future colonization by any European powers…

In the wars of European powers in matters relating to themselves we have never taken any part, nor does it comport (agree) with our policy to do so.  It is only when our rights are invaded or seriously menaced that we make preparation for our defense.  With the movements in this hemisphere we are of necessity more immediately connected, and by causes which must be obvious to all enlightened and impartial observers…  We owe it, therefore, to the amicable relations existing between the United States and those powers to declare that we shall consider an attempt on their part to extend their system to any portion of this hemisphere as dangerous to our peace and safety.  With existing colonies or dependencies of any European powers we have not interfered and shall not interfere.  But with governments who have declared their independence and maintain it, and whose independence we have, on great consideration and on just principles, acknowledged, we could not view any interposition (intervention) for the purpose of oppressing them or controlling in any other manner their destiny, by any European power in any other light than as a manifestation of an unfriendly position toward the United States.  

Our policy in regard to Europe...remains the same, which is, not to interfere in the internal concerns of any of its powers.  But in regard to this continent circumstances are very different.  It is impossible that that allied powers should extend their political system to any portion of this continent without endangering our peace and happiness; nor can anyone believe that our southern brethren, if left to themselves, would adopt these systems of their own accord....” 
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