American History Project
Objectives:  The purpose of this cycle project is to learn about evaluating paintings and documents, and developing an understanding of perspective and influence. This project will help you to improve your analytical skills and to familiarize yourselves with our early American History. 
Project Overview: You are to evaluate, analyze, and assess the truth of the primary source material that you gather (including the painting). The goal is to acquire primary source material that will help to tell the story of American life that we are only familiar with on the surface. There is much below the surface that will help you to have a better picture of how our country was built both politically, socially, and economically, and what obstacles we had to overcome as a nation.   
PART I – (1 page – painting explanation and discussion) 

You must make a trip to the Brooklyn Museum and select a work of art from the American Art Exhibition (Luce Center for American Art, 5th Floor). The installation is divided into sections grouped by time period and related themes; you are looking for: From Colonies to States (including The Colonial Period in the Americas, 1660–1776, and The Early Republic, 1776–1830), Imagining the New Nation’s Landscape (1800–1880), Visions and Myths of a Nation (including Life in the Northeast, 1800–1890, and Westward Expansion, 1800–1890), The United States on the World Stage (1865–1930), The City and the Rise of the Modern Woman (1900–1945).
A.  Visit early and choose your painting wisely. 

(1) Give the title, artist, year and a printed image of your painting. Feel free to recreate your painting in your own way w/ your drawing/painting of it! Make a modern version, or copy original.  
(2) Describe/explain the painting you selected in your own words (do not copy curator explanation); identify how your painting highlights aspects of American life. 
(3) Discuss how the painting reflects American life; and use secondary sources and primary documents you research to back up the ideas about American life identified in your painting. 

PART II – (1 ½  pages  – description of document, relation to painting and time period, context)
B. Choose one of your PRIMARY source documents that addresses the aspect of American life highlighted in your painting selection.

(1) Provide an excerpt (quote from) the document.

(2) Evaluate the document – what is the author saying, how does the document give us insight into American life at the time period it was written in and about. How does the document connect to the concept in the painting you chose? 
· Context – What does this information say about the time, the politics, society, economics, and/or culture of your period in American History? 

· Significance – why this particular painting and document (letter/speech/etc.) is of interest (to historians/us) – what does it tell us about that moment in history?
Focus Questions/Ideas
· Overview of the time period. 
· Have a thesis statement/theme that connects the painting and the document with the time period. This is why it is important to choose your documents carefully – recognizing similarities, differences, and truths about America at that time the painting is representing. 
· Provide some context: What years of American History are you dealing with? Who was President (if any)? How were the colonies/early American states organized? What type of relationship did the U.S. have with other countries? What type of economic or political system did we have at the that time? Describe the relevance of your documents in the world surrounding them. Etc.  The best plan is to gather information first, then look for themes. 
· Are there any social, political, or economic clues in the painting or document – class, sex, race?

PART III – Resource Requirement, Bibliography
A. In order to do this project correctly, you must thoroughly research your topic. You must have a minimum of FOUR distinct, relevant, reliable sources. These sources must include your primary source document(s) and painting and any other sources that helped you research your time period, painting and helped in your understanding of the documents. * Since your trip to the museum provides you w/ your source for the painting you must include your museum ticket!
B. Your textbooks and encyclopedias (including online encyclopedia) do NOT count as one of your four sources. If the school library and local libraries are not sufficient for your research needs, you may use the main branch libraries. Do not hesitate to ask for help from the librarian.  
C. Use credible historical websites in addition to books, such as those published by major colleges and universities, the government, museums and the historical society. (Suggestions: Yale Avalon Project, Gilder Lehrman, Miller Center, Library of Congress.)
D. You must include a bibliography at the end of your paper including all of your sources – note: list books and websites separately, according to proper citation methodology (see citation sheet). 
E. Your project must be typed (unless otherwise discussed with Ms. Mazzini-Chin), double-spaced, font-size 12, times new roman, with one-inch margins (or less) all around. You will lose points if the aforementioned standards are not followed. 

Plagiarism is an unacceptable offense. All of your work must be just that – YOUR WORK!!!  Do not copy straight from your research materials or from other people. If you believe that a source says something better than you can say it then use their words and put them in quotations with a citation beside it. Paraphrasing is very difficult so be careful that you do not just change a few words and call it yours - that is still plagiarism. Primary sources used as a whole may be exact replicas of the originals but be sure to use a citation for them. Penalties for plagiarism will be severe – including a failing grade for the project, notification of parents, and school administrators.  
Due Date: 
1. Project Due Date _______________________________

2. Five points will be taken off of your project for each day that it is late, including days our band does not meet and weekends.  If you are handing in a late project it is your responsibility to find me and hand it to me personally – DO NOT put your project (late or on time) in my mailbox.  

If you need help or guidance with your project see me during my free bands or before or after school. If you have issues with your partner they can only be resolved if you come to me with enough time left prior to your due date.
Rubric

A+, A or A- (98, 95, 91) *attached museum ticket
· Shows a thorough and complex understanding of the topic.

· Covers all aspects of the task – painting, document and perspective very well.
· Has interesting/relevant/thoughtful document(s) used well to express the nature of America at the chosen time in history.

· Richly supports perspective with relevant facts, examples and details, based upon evidence from research 
· Shows a strong ability to analyze, evaluate, compare, contrast, etc. issues/events with thoughtful and insightful ideas. 
· Has thorough and accurate understanding of painting and document.

· Identifies a theme/has a thesis, is well thought out, thorough, and/or unique
· Writes well-developed tasks, has a consistently logical and clear plan of organization.

· Fulfills length and standards (font, etc.).  

· Does not have mechanical and syntactical errors that interfere with understanding.

· Contains bibliography with proper format; minimum of 4 sources reliable and strong sources.
B+, B, B- (88, 85, 81) *attached museum ticket
· Shows a thorough understanding of the topic.

· Covers all aspects of the task – painting, document and perspective very well.

· Has interesting document(s) used well to express the nature of America at the chosen time in history.

· In depth support perspective with relevant facts, examples and details, based upon evidence from research 

· Shows an ability to analyze, evaluate, compare, etc. issues and events with thoughtful and insightful ideas. 

· Has thorough and accurate understanding of painting and document.

· Identifies a theme/has a thesis, is well thought out.
· Writes well-developed tasks, has a consistently logical and clear plan of organization.

· Fulfills length and standards (font, etc.).  

· Does not have mechanical and syntactical errors that interfere with understanding.

· Contains bibliography with proper format; minimum of 4 reliable and good sources.
C+, C, C- (78, 75, 71) *attached museum ticket
· Shows some understanding of the topic.

· Covers most aspects of the task – painting, document and perspective very well.

· Has relevant document used properly to express the nature of America at the chosen time in history.

· In depth support perspective with relevant facts, examples and details, based upon evidence from research 

· Shows an ability to analyze, evaluate, compare, etc. issues and events with thoughtful and insightful ideas. 

· Has thorough and accurate understanding of painting and document.

· Identifies a theme/has a thesis.

· Writes somewhat/limited developed tasks, not properly/clearly organized.

· Does not fulfill length and standards (font, etc.).  

· Does not have mechanical and syntactical errors that interfere with understanding.

· Contains bibliography with somewhat proper format; 3-4 sources.

D+, D (68, 65) *attached museum ticket
· Shows limited understanding of the topic.

· Covers some/few aspects of the task – painting, document and perspective very well.

· Has document(s) but may not be clearly connected to the painting/used improperly.

· Limited support of perspective with relevant facts, examples and details, based upon evidence from research 

· Shows limited ability to analyze, evaluate, etc. issues and events with thoughtful and insightful ideas. 

· Has limited/inaccurate understanding of painting and document.

· Identifies a theme/has a thesis but may not be entirely clear.
· Writes developed tasks, has a mostly logical plan of organization.

· Does not fulfill length and standards (font, etc.).  

· May have mechanical and syntactical errors that interfere with understanding.

· May contain bibliography with fewer than 4 sources, and has formatting mistakes. 

F (60 and below) *no ticket
· Shows limited understanding of the topic.

· Covers some/few aspects of the task – painting, document and perspective very well.

· Has document(s) but may not be clearly connected to the painting/used improperly.

· Limited support of perspective with relevant facts, examples and details, based upon evidence from research 

· Shows limited ability to analyze, evaluate, etc. issues and events with thoughtful and insightful ideas. 

· Has limited/inaccurate understanding of painting and document.

· May/may not identify a theme/has a thesis, clarity may be an issue.
· Does not fulfill length and standards (font, etc.).  

· May have mechanical and syntactical errors that interfere with understanding.

· Writing is not consistent, does not flow, lacking an argument.
· Appearance is sloppy and unorganized; does not fulfill essay length/standards requirements.  

· May not contain a bibliography with 4 sources/no evidence of sources; improper format.
