American History Project
Objectives:  The purpose of this project is to see how TV reflects US cultural norms of the eras. The introduction of TV into our homes affected our views of the world, family life, commercial interests, and economic status. The political and social climate of the era was put into these television shows, and then the shows took on a life of their own. 
Project Overview: You are to evaluate, analyze, and assess the primary source TV show or radio show created in the eras we study. Your job is to decide what ideals and beliefs are highlighted in the show, that reflect the time period (era). You must also find a written primary source that reflects the same ideals or values (example – legislation, speech, newspaper or magazine article, statistics on the economy, song lyrics, etc.). The goal is to acquire primary source material that will help to tell the story of American culture. 
PART I – Write a 2 page essay about the era of your selected TV program or radio show. 
You must choose 3 ideals/values from the era and discuss how they exist in American culture (social, political, or economic).  
“The television is 'real'. It is immediate, it has dimension. It tells you what to think and blasts it in. It must be right. It seems so right. It rushes you on so quickly to its own conclusions your mind hasn't time to protest, 'What nonsense!'.”  ― Ray Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451
(1) Every student will get an era assigned to them based on a lottery. You will choose a TV or radio show from your era. You must watch an episode (or more) of your show. 
**If you cannot access these films on Amazon, youtube, or Netflix you can go to The Paley Center for TV and Radio on 25 West 52nd Street in NYC to view the shows. Open Wed. – Sunday 12pm – 6pm (call first to confirm they have what you need).
(2) Next you are to RESEARCH the time period your show is from (use class work/HW to guide you). You must choose 3 ideals/values from that era that you will discuss in your essay. 
(3) You must include ONE WRITTEN PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT in your essay. 

· Choose an excerpt (piece) of the source and quote it (single spaced and indented for big quotes!). 
· Example: to find a primary source – google your topic by starting with the term primary source; so for the 1980s I might do “primary source space policy 1980s” to find documents that are related to what I want to write about and what my TV show or radio show is about. Then look at what comes up and find a primary source document to use. (Decide early and ask for help!)
(4) You should include a DISCUSSION OF YOUR TV or RADIO SHOW in the essay. 

· Write the name of the show that you selected from your assigned era and the specific episode(s) you refer to. They must appear in your BIBLIOGRAPHY.
· EXPLAIN HOW the show reflects the 3 ideals/values of the era.
ESSAY TASK: 
The media in each era reflects the ideals and values of American culture at the time. To what extent is the media used as a tool to teach, to express existing cultural expectations, to influence peoples’ thinking, or to criticize our way of life.  
Your essay should be a response to the above statement. Start with writing a THESIS claim!!!

PART II – Bibliography
(1) There must be and MLA Bibliography included in your project. 

(2) You must have at least 5 reliable sources – your show, a written primary, and 3 other sources (not an encyclopedia/text – those can be used as additional sources).

· The bibliography must be in proper MLA format; no hyperlinks. (Look it up!)

· The bibliography must have the TV or radio show included and also the primary source. The bibliography should also have any sources you used for background information. 
· Use RELIABLE SOURCES! Credible historical websites in addition to books, such as those published by major colleges and universities, the government, museums, and the historical societies. (Suggestions: Yale Avalon Project, Gilder Lehrman, Miller Center, Library of Congress - to find your sources and primary sources.)

Focus Questions/Ideas To Get You Started!
· CONTEXT: What years of American History are you dealing with?; Who was President? Which political party were they part of?; What type of roles did women and men have? How was race treated?; Was it a period of economic prosperity (success) or were economic conditions poor?; Was there a war at the time? How did that affect the cultural climate?; What type of relationship did the U.S. have with other countries?; What role did technology play in that era? (Robots? Space? Computers?); What role did consumerism (materials, buying) play? 
· IDEALS/VALUES: What are the values of the period? (social, political, or economic) Is the TV or radio show an accurate portrayal of our society in that era? What is the show attempting to address – issues of equality? Modern family organization? Political fears of the time? Differences between rich and poor? Comedy to forget the difficulties of the era?
· THESIS: Does the thesis statement reflect the response you have to the essay task?
PLAIGIARISM is an unacceptable offense. All of your work must be just that – YOUR WORK!!!  Do not copy straight from your research materials or from other people. If you believe that a source says something better than you can say it then use their words and put them in quotations with a citation beside it. 

You can avoid plagiarism by: using parenthesis with the author’s last name, or article title). 

Paraphrasing is very difficult so be careful that you do not just change a few words and call it yours - that is still plagiarism. 
Primary sources used as a whole may be exact replicas of the originals but be sure to use a citations for them. 
Penalties for plagiarism will be severe – including a failing grade for the project, notification of parents and school administrators.  
If you are not sure…cite!!!!!!!
Due Date: MARCH 22nd 
Five points will be taken off of your project for each day that it is late, including days our band does not meet and weekends.  If you are handing in a late project it is your responsibility to find me and hand it to me personally – DO NOT put your project (late or on time) in my mailbox.  

If you need help or guidance with your project see me during my free bands or before or after school. 
Project Topic Choices – You must choose one of the following. You should have a back up because you may not get your first choice for a decade. Only 5 students can write about the same decade!  This will be done by lottery. There are BRIEF descriptions of the eras below but they are not all inclusive, many things happened not listed here. 
1940: World War II Era, the start of the Cold War, Women begin to appear in the work force, time of prosperity, people still cautious because of the Great Depression, jazz and swing popular, nuclear weapons development.

Show options: The Ed Sullivan Show (variety show), Make Room for Daddy, White Christmas (movie), It's a Wonderful Life (movie)
1950: Era of conformity, McCarthyism/blacklists/cold war, Korean War, beginning of the Civil Rights Movement, rock and roll is born, Manhattan Project, still cold war, bomb shelters. 

Show options: Amos and Andy show, Leave it to Beaver, Honey Mooners, I Love Lucy, War Department public service announcements on safety.  
1960: Civil Rights in full swing, Cuban Missile Crisis, Vietnam Era, Women in the workforce/women’s rights, JFK assassination, Martin Luther King Jr. assassination, still in the Cold War.

Show options: Jetsons (cartoon), Happy Days, M*A*S*H (takes place in 1950s but reflects 60s values b/c it was made in the 60s), The Twilight Zone – “The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street” or “The Shelter.” 
1970: Urban decay, Civil Rights groups divide, Black Power movement, Nixon era/political scandal, Vietnam War ending, disco music begins, veterans issues/PTSD, Iranian Hostage Crisis. 
Show options: All in the Family, Good Times, Sanford and Son, Mary Tyler Moore Show.
1980: Stock market boom, deregulation, Reagan years, nuclear proliferation, Iran Contra Scandal, space program expansion, Cold War ends.
Show options: Who’s the Boss, Perfect Strangers (end of Cold War, new immigrant to US), Miami Vice (drugs/crime), 21 Jump Street (original series), Cosby Show (African American family), Small Wonder (robot), ET (movie)
1990: Iraq War, Nirvana, Clinton era, post Cold War world, Bosnian conflict, mass shooting at school in Colorado.
Show options: In Living Color, Murphy Brown, Martin, My Two Dads
*If you would like to do a show not in the list for your assigned era please see me to get the okay!
PROJECT EXAMPLE
Era 2000s. TV show: Modern Family 

Primary sources: 
(1) NYTimes article: Hollingsworth v. Perry and United States v. Windsor, June 26, 2013
In a major victory for the gay rights movement, the Supreme Court ruled that married gay and lesbian couples are entitled to federal benefits. A second decision declined to say whether there is a constitutional right to same-sex marriage. Instead, the justices said that a case concerning California’s ban on same-sex marriage, Proposition 8, was not properly before them. The ruling leaves in place laws banning same-sex marriage around the nation. Its consequences for California were not immediately clear, but many legal analysts say that same-sex marriages are likely to resume there in a matter of weeks. “DOMA violates the rights of equal protection in the 5th Amendment.” 
(2) Washington Post, March 2013 by Bill Clinton 

“As a bipartisan group of former senators stated in their March 1 amicus brief to the Supreme Court, many supporters of the bill known as DOMA believed that its passage “would defuse a movement to enact a constitutional amendment banning gay marriage, which would have ended the debate for a generation or more.” It was under these circumstances that DOMA came to my desk, opposed by only 81 of the 535 members of Congress. Americans have been at this sort of a crossroads often enough to recognize the right path. We understand that, while our laws may at times lag behind our best natures, in the end they catch up to our core values. One hundred fifty years ago, in the midst of the Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln concluded a message to Congress by posing the very question we face today: “It is not ‘Can any of us igaine better?’ but ‘Can we all do better?’” The answer is of course and always yes. In that spirit, I join with the Obama administration, the petitioner Edith Windsor, and the many other dedicated men and women who have engaged in this struggle for decades in urging the Supreme Court to overturn the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA).” 
Rubric

A+, A or A- (98, 95, 91) 
· Shows a thorough and complex understanding of the topic.

· Covers all aspects of the task – painting, document and perspective very well.
· Has interesting/relevant/thoughtful document(s) used well to express the nature of America at the chosen time in history.

· Richly supports perspective with relevant facts, examples and details, based upon evidence from research 
· Shows a strong ability to analyze, evaluate, compare, contrast, etc. issues/events with thoughtful and insightful ideas. 
· Has thorough and accurate understanding of painting and document.

· Identifies a theme/has a thesis, is well thought out, thorough, and/or unique
· Writes well-developed tasks, has a consistently logical and clear plan of organization.

· Fulfills length and standards (font, etc.).  

· Does not have mechanical and syntactical errors that interfere with understanding.

· Contains bibliography with proper format; minimum of 4 sources reliable and strong sources.
B+, B, B- (88, 85, 81) 
· Shows a thorough understanding of the topic.

· Covers all aspects of the task – painting, document and perspective very well.

· Has interesting document(s) used well to express the nature of America at the chosen time in history.

· In depth support perspective with relevant facts, examples and details, based upon evidence from research 

· Shows an ability to analyze, evaluate, compare, etc. issues and events with thoughtful and insightful ideas. 

· Has thorough and accurate understanding of painting and document.

· Identifies a theme/has a thesis, is well thought out.
· Writes well-developed tasks, has a consistently logical and clear plan of organization.

· Fulfills length and standards (font, etc.).  

· Does not have mechanical and syntactical errors that interfere with understanding.

· Contains bibliography with proper format; minimum of 4 reliable and good sources.
C+, C, C- (78, 75, 71) 
· Shows some understanding of the topic.

· Covers most aspects of the task – painting, document and perspective very well.

· Has relevant document used properly to express the nature of America at the chosen time in history.

· In depth support perspective with relevant facts, examples and details, based upon evidence from research 

· Shows an ability to analyze, evaluate, compare, etc. issues and events with thoughtful and insightful ideas. 

· Has thorough and accurate understanding of painting and document.

· Identifies a theme/has a thesis.

· Writes somewhat/limited developed tasks, not properly/clearly organized.

· Does not fulfill length and standards (font, etc.).  

· Does not have mechanical and syntactical errors that interfere with understanding.

· Contains bibliography with somewhat proper format; 3-4 sources.

D+, D (68, 65) 
· Shows limited understanding of the topic.

· Covers some/few aspects of the task – painting, document and perspective very well.

· Has document(s) but may not be clearly connected to the painting/used improperly.

· Limited support of perspective with relevant facts, examples and details, based upon evidence from research 

· Shows limited ability to analyze, evaluate, etc. issues and events with thoughtful and insightful ideas. 

· Has limited/inaccurate understanding of painting and document.

· Identifies a theme/has a thesis but may not be entirely clear.
· Writes developed tasks, has a mostly logical plan of organization.

· Does not fulfill length and standards (font, etc.).  

· May have mechanical and syntactical errors that interfere with understanding.

· May contain bibliography with fewer than 4 sources, and has formatting mistakes. 

F (60 and below) 
· Shows limited understanding of the topic.

· Covers some/few aspects of the task – painting, document and perspective very well.

· Has document(s) but may not be clearly connected to the painting/used improperly.

· Limited support of perspective with relevant facts, examples and details, based upon evidence from research 

· Shows limited ability to analyze, evaluate, etc. issues and events with thoughtful and insightful ideas. 

· Has limited/inaccurate understanding of painting and document.

· May/may not identify a theme/has a thesis, clarity may be an issue.
· Does not fulfill length and standards (font, etc.).  

· May have mechanical and syntactical errors that interfere with understanding.

· Writing is not consistent, does not flow, lacking an argument.
· Appearance is sloppy and unorganized; does not fulfill essay length/standards requirements.  

· May not contain a bibliography with 4 sources/no evidence of sources; improper format.
