Slavery
Could the South succeed in justifying slavery in democratic America?
A. Background
“The whole relationship between master and slave is a continual despotism* by the “owner,” and giving into demands by the slave…Indeed I tremble for my country when I think that G-d is just; that His justice cannot sleep forever.”  





                 - Thomas Jefferson, 1782
*despotism – (a) rule by exercise of power; (b) a system of government in which the ruler has unlimited power.
"Is life so dear or peace so sweet as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God! I know not what course others may take, but as for me, give me liberty, or give me death!"


                          —Patrick Henry, Speech in the Virginia Convention, March, 1775 

The early antislavery movement: Before 1830 some Southerners were willing to free their slaves but hesitated to do so because (1) the cost of compensating owners was prohibitive; and (2) they were committed to a policy of “white supremacy” and hesitated to face the social problems created by the large number of free “Negroes.”  To solve the latter problem they formed the American Colonization Society (1816) to encourage emancipation, then send the freed slaves to Africa.  During this early period the antislavery movement was primarily southern.  

B. Rise of Abolitionism
Abolitionism now, which was a product of the reform movement of the 1830’s, differed from the earlier antislavery movement in its emphasis on racial equality.  Abolitionists wanted to free the slaves, by force if necessary, then educate them to take their place in society.  This program led to opposition in the South, which was determined to maintain “white supremacy.”

C. Economic Justification
“What would happen if slavery ends?  The first and most obvious result would be that the farming of cotton would stop.  The farming of cotton cannot continue without slaves.  Imagine what would happen if free workers were responsible for farming cotton. They might decide to go on strike right before the cotton needs to be picked.  If they stay on strike for only a few days, that could still ruin a whole year’s crop of cotton…Slavery has not only helped out millions of slaves within the United States, it has also helped the free people of our country.  One of our state’s great leaders recently said that more than anything else, cotton has helped the progress of our civilization.”  

How Slavery Helped Build a World Economy  by: H. Dodson  2/3/03; National Geographic Books, 2003 

African peoples were captured and transported to the Americas to work. Most European colonial economies in the Americas from the 16th through the 19th century were dependent on enslaved African labor for their survival. According to European colonial officials, the abundant land they had "discovered" in the Americas was useless without sufficient labor to exploit it (use it) - neither European nor Native American sources proved adequate to the task. 

Of the 6.5 million immigrants who survived the crossing of the Atlantic and settled in the Western Hemisphere between 1492 and 1776, only 1 million were Europeans. The remaining 5.5 million were African. An average of 80 % of these enslaved Africans—men, women, and children—were employed, mostly as field-workers. Only very young children (under six), the elderly, the sick, and the infirm escaped the day-to-day work routine. 

More than half of the enslaved African captives in the Americas were employed on sugar plantations. Sugar developed into the leading slave-produced commodity in the Americas. 

The products of slavery were sugarcane into sugar, molasses, and eventually rum, the alcoholic beverage of choice of the triangular trade. Ironically, the profits made from the sale of these goods in Europe, as well as the trade in these commodities in Africa, were used to purchase more slaves. 
D. Statistics
· Total number of slaves in the Upper South: 1,208758 (29% of total population). 
· Total number of slaves in the Border States: 432,586 (13% of total population). 
· Slavery was profitable, although a large part of the profit was in the increased value of the slaves themselves. In Economics the factors of production are land, labor, and capital. When it comes to business a profit is the amount of money made over the costs of production. Free labor brought down the cost of production. 
· With only 30% of the nation's (free) population, the South had 60% of the "wealthiest men." The 1860 per capita income in the South was $3,978; in the North it was $2,040. 
1860 State Slave Ownership
	Mississippi:  49% 
	Louisiana:  29%
	Kentucky:  23%

	South Carolina: 46%
	Texas:  28%
	Arkansas:  20% 

	Georgia:  37% 
	North Carolina:  28% 
	Missouri:  13%

	Alabama:  35% 
	Virginia:  26% 
	Maryland:  12% 

	Florida:  34%
	Tennessee:  25% 
	Delaware:  3%


To help you see locations of these states/areas (at the time) look at the map below: 
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E. A Day in the Life of…Think about how American economics and politics are tied to slavery.
Document #2:  Slave Schedule

 “An hour before day light the horn is blown.  Then the slaves arouse, prepare their breakfast, fill a gourd with water, in another deposit their dinner of cold bacon and corn cake, and hurry to the field again.  It is an offense invariably followed by a flogging, to be found at quarters after daybreak…The hands are required to be in the cotton field as soon as it is light in the morning and, with the exception of ten or fifteen minutes, which is given them at noon to swallow their allowance of cold bacon, they are not permitted to be a moment idle until it is too dark to see, and when the moon is full, they often times labor till the middle of the night.  They do not dare to sop even at dinner time, nor return to the quarters, however late it be, until the order to halt is given by the driver…Finally, at a late hour, they reach the quarters, sleepy and overcome with the long day’s toil.  All that is allowed them is corn and bacon, which is given out at the corncrib and smoke-house every Sunday morning.  Each one receives, as his weekly allowance, three and a half pound of bacon, and corn enough to make a peck of meal.  That is all.”  
               - Solomon Northrup

“They keep on working until dark, and then they return to their homes.  If a slave missed work or did not do a complete job, then he was punished by getting less food, put in a place like a jail, or beaten and whipped.  The life of a slave was the same from morning to night.  There never was any hope for change or for things to get better.”  



        - An Englishman Describing Slavery in America
Document #3: Ease of Slave Life
Excerpt from Virginia: History, Government, Geography by F.B. Simkins, S.H. Jones, and Sidman P. Poole, New York, 1964 
“How Negroes Lived under Slavery”  

“A feeling of strong affection existed between masters and slaves in a majority of Virginia homes…The house servants became almost as much a part of the planter’s family circle as its white members…The Negroes were always present at family weddings. They were allowed to look on at dances and other entertainments…A strong tie existed between slave and master because each was dependent on the other. The slave system demanded that the master care for the slave in childhood, in sickness, and in old age. The regard that master and slaves had for each other made plantation life happy and prosperous. 

Life among the Negroes of Virginia in slavery times was generally happy. The Negroes went about in a cheerful manner making a living for themselves and for those for whom they worked…But they were not worried by the furious arguments going on between Northerners and Southerners over what should be done with them. In fact, they paid little attention to these arguments.”

Document #4: Lazy Days
Lyell was a well-educated member of an upper-class English family. His description is based on his observations of slave life on a Georgia plantation in the 1840s and 1850s. Whether or not he spoke directly with the slaves he observed is not known. His writing is based on his interpretation of what he saw.

“The laborers begin work at six o’clock in the morning, have an hour’s rest at nine for breakfast, and many have finished their assigned task by two o’clock, all of them by three o’clock.  In summer, they divide their work differently, going to bed in the middle of the day, then rising to finish their task, and afterward spending a great part of the night in chatting, merry-making, preaching, and psalm-singing…The laborers are allowed Indian meal, rice, and milk, and occasionally pork and soup.  As their rations are more than they can eat, they either return part of it at the end of the week, or they keep it to feed their fowls, which they usually sell, as well as their eggs, for cash to buy molasses, tobacco, and other luxuries…” 








        – Sir Charles Lyell

Document #1:  Ex-Slave Account
Excerpt from a Lecture by Frederick Douglass; Rochester, New York, December 1, 1850 

Frederick Douglass was a slave who made his escape to freedom. He became an outspoken abolitionist who lectured against slavery many times. He was considered a great orator and was held in with high regard by President Lincoln. Douglass gave a speech in New York in 1850. The following words are from that speech: 

“More than twenty years of my life were consumed in a state of slavery…The law gives the master absolute power over the slave. He may flog (whip) him, hire him out, sell him, and in certain contingencies (circumstances), kill him, with perfect impunity (freely). The slave is a human being, divested (stripped) of all rights—reduced to the level of a brute—a mere “chattel” (property) in the eye of the law—placed beyond the circle of human brotherhood—cut off from his kind—his name is impiously inserted in a master’s ledger, with horses, sheep and swine (pigs). In law, the slave has no wife, no children, no country, and no home. He can own nothing, possess nothing, acquire nothing, but what must belong to another.* …To eat the fruit of his own toil (work), to clothe his person with the work of his own hands, is considered stealing. He toils that another (someone else) may reap the fruit; he is industrious that another may live in idleness; he eats unbolted meal, that another may ride in ease and splendor abroad; he lives in ignorance, that another may be educated; he is abused, that another may be exalted; he rests his toil-worm limbs on the cold, damp ground, that another may repose (sleep) on the softest pillow; he is clad in coarse and tattered raiment (clothing), that another may be arrayed in purple and fine linen; he is sheltered only by the wretched hovel (shack), [so] that a master may dwell in a magnificent mansion; and to this condition he is bound down as by an arm of iron.”
*Slaves were not allowed to enter into legal contracts. This meant they could not own property or marry. A slave’s children belonged not to the slave, but to the master who could do with them as he wished.

(1) Why does Frederick Douglass have the ability and skill to make a speech on slavery?

(2) How can Douglass serve as a model for others (slaves, free men, abolitionists)

AIM: Could the South succeed in justifying slavery in democratic America?
MOTIVATION: OH Slaves for sale.

(1) What does these advertisements show?

(2) How does this dehumanize the black people in the US?

(3) How could people have slavery and at the same time talk about a democratic America?

TASKS  READ A 

(1) Compare both quotes (Jefferson and Henry).
(2) Describe the anti-slavery movement.

(3) Why as this movement not a movement toward “equality?”

OH  Slave scars, shackles, cotton picking…

(1) Describe the images of slavery. 

(2) How do these images reflect the quotes from Jefferson and Henry? 

READ B 

(1) Define abolitionism.

(2) How was abolitionism different from earlier anti-slavery movements?

READ C  Justification for Slavery
(1) Why did the early US economy rely on slavery?

(2) Did we need slavery to be an economically successful nation?  For?  Against?

(3) How did slavery change the world economy?  

(4) What were the predominant products of slave labor?

READ D  Slave statistics

(1) Was slavery contributing to America’s economic success? 
OH  Run away slaves…Dred Scott; Fugitive Slave Laws
READ E, APPLICATION: Activity – quotes in groups. Divide. Use to answer aim.
SUMMARY: 

(1) How could people have slavery and at the same time talk about a democratic America?

(2) Were the Southerners convincing in their arguments in support of slavery? Explain. 
Documents

A. Slave Schedule: Solomon Northrup and - An Englishman Describing Slavery in America

B. Ease of Slave Life: Excerpt from Virginia: History, Government, Geography by F. Butler Simkins, Spotswood Hunnicutt Jones, and Sidman P. Poole Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York, 1964 
C. Lazy Days: Sir Charles Lyell 
D. Ex-Slave Account: Excerpt from a Lecture by Frederick Douglass; Rochester, New York, December 1, 1850 
John Tyler, 11th President

Dubbed "His Accidency" by his detractors, John Tyler was the first Vice President to be elevated to the office of President by the death of his predecessor.

Born in Virginia in 1790, he was raised believing that the Constitution must be strictly construed. He never wavered from this conviction. He attended the College of William and Mary and studied law.

Serving in the House of Representatives from 1816 to 1821, Tyler voted against most nationalist legislation and opposed the Missouri Compromise. After leaving the House he served as Governor of Virginia. As a Senator he reluctantly supported Jackson for President as a choice of evils. Tyler soon joined the states' rights Southerners in Congress who banded with Henry Clay, Daniel Webster, and their newly formed Whig party opposing President Jackson.

The Whigs nominated Tyler for Vice President in 1840, hoping for support from southern states'-righters who could not stomach Jacksonian Democracy. The slogan "Tippecanoe and Tyler Too" implied flagwaving nationalism plus a dash of southern sectionalism.

Clay, intending to keep party leadership in his own hands, minimized his nationalist views temporarily; Webster proclaimed himself "a Jeffersonian Democrat." But after the election, both men tried to dominate "Old Tippecanoe."

Suddenly President Harrison was dead, and "Tyler too" was in the White House. At first the Whigs were not too disturbed, although Tyler insisted upon assuming the full powers of a duly elected President. He even delivered an Inaugural Address, but it seemed full of good Whig doctrine. Whigs, optimistic that Tyler would accept their program, soon were disillusioned.

Tyler was ready to compromise on the banking question, but Clay would not budge. He would not accept Tyler's "exchequer system," and Tyler vetoed Clay's bill to establish a National Bank with branches in several states. A similar bank bill was passed by Congress. But again, on states' rights grounds, Tyler vetoed it.

In retaliation, the Whigs expelled Tyler from their party. All the Cabinet resigned but Secretary of State Webster. A year later when Tyler vetoed a tariff bill, the first impeachment resolution against a President was introduced in the House of Representatives. A committee headed by Representative John Quincy Adams reported that the President had misused the veto power, but the resolution failed.

Despite their differences, President Tyler and the Whig Congress enacted much positive legislation. The "Log-Cabin" bill enabled a settler to claim 160 acres of land before it was offered publicly for sale, and later pay $1.25 an acre for it.

In 1842 Tyler did sign a tariff bill protecting northern manufacturers. The Webster-Ashburton treaty ended a Canadian boundary dispute; in 1845 Texas was annexed.

The administration of this states'-righter strengthened the Presidency. But it also increased sectional cleavage that led toward civil war. By the end of his term, Tyler had replaced the original Whig Cabinet with southern conservatives. In 1844 Calhoun became Secretary of State. Later these men returned to the Democratic Party, committed to the preservation of states' rights, planter interests, and the institution of slavery. Whigs became more representative of northern business and farming interests.

When the first southern states seceded in 1861, Tyler led a compromise movement; failing, he worked to create the Southern Confederacy. He died in 1862, a member of the Confederate House of Representatives.

Source: www.whitehouse.gov
How did states’ rights contribute civil unrest or sectionalism?

