The Southern Secedes!!!

“We assert that fourteen of the States have deliberately refused for years past to fulfill their constitutional obligations... The States of [list of 13 northern states] have enacted laws which either nullify the acts of Congress [Fugitive Slave Law] or render useless any attempt to execute them....  Thus the constitutional compact has been deliberately broken and disregarded by the non-slaveholding states; and the consequence follows that South Carolina is released from her obligation....  Observing the forms of the Constitution, a sectional party [Republican Party] has found within that article establishing the Executive Department, the means of subverting the Constitution itself.  A geographical line has been drawn across the Union, and all the States north of that line have united in the election of a man to the high office of President of the United States whose opinions and purposes are hostile to slavery.  We, therefore, the people of South Carolina...have solemnly declared that the Union heretofore existing between this State and the other States of North America is dissolved...”

South Carolina Declaration of Causes of Secession (December 24, 1860)
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