APUSH RESEARCH PROJECT TOPICS LIST

	Topics
	Questions/Issues 
	Requirements 

	American Foreign Policy 

Late 19th Century- Early 20th Century
	America’s foreign policy of Imperialism has had wide global reach. The creation of the “Banana Republics” in central America set a precedent for our global economic relationship to other countries, particularly in Latin America. 

The Banana Republics/The United Fruit Company (1899) compared to any specific current foreign policy issue of our time period (Middle East, Latin American relations today, etc). 

1. Discuss the background of the event.

2. Discuss the United States’ policy in the event.

Evaluate the extent to which you believe that American foreign policy should have been based on the advice of George Washington’s Farewell Address.  You can also make connections to current foreign policies as well.


	You will need to use:

Washington’s Farewell Address

At least 5 other primary source documents. These can be presidential statements, quotes from corporate leaders of the Chiquita Banana company, quotes from the Secretaries of state, and from local workers and farmers impacted by the events. You should examine both the short term and long term impacts of the corporation stay in these countries. Even though it began in the late 1800’s, what path did it take well into the 1970’s?  

	The Roaring 20’s: A time of oppression or liberation?
	1. The Red Scare and Immigrants:

1. The Sacco and Vanzetti case

2. The immigration quota laws/Nativism

3. The Red Scare – fear of communism and anarchism (Emma Goldman)

· What did these events/cases reflect about American society and government at the time? What was their impact? 

· Were the actions that took place justified by either side?


2. Role of Women 

· The suffrage movement: Were all feminists treated equally by each other when they were fighting together for the right to vote? What about black women and poor women? Did they debate each other on issues? 

· Birth Control: Was Margaret Sanger's birth control movement truly empowering or a racist reinforcement of Eugenics? 

· Social Life: Were flapper girls truly revolutionary or just playful rebels? 


3. The Harlem Renaissance:

Role of African Americans: 

· Were the artistic and literary movements of the Harlem Renaissance merely artistic endeavors or actually politically powerful as well? 

4.  Role of Native Americans: 

· Was assimilation an attempt to oppress or help Native Americans? 

· What role did the Dawes Act play in helping or hindering the cause? 

· How did life on the reservations and/or life in assimilation schools impact this? 


5. Prohibition and Mob Control: 

· To what extent did the mob/mafia rule American life? 

· Who did prohibition help or harm most? 

6. Evolution and Religion in America:

· Was America becoming more secular (less religious) at this time? 

· How did the Scopes Trial impact the relationship to science and religion in America?

 
	Read any excerpt of your choice from the Declaration of Independence or the Constitution that represents the idea of ‘liberation’ or ‘oppression’ – use one of those documents to establish what you mean by these key terms in your essay.  

Make sure to use at least 5 primary sources. Make sure it is clear what you are arguing and trying to prove about this historical phenomenon. Your research paper and the argument you are trying to prove should be comprised primarily of primary source readings/quotes/etc. Just like Howard Zinn writes his chapters: chock full of evidence and quotes to prove his point.  

	President Roosevelt: Hero or Tyrant? 
	Roosevelt’s presidency was a huge turning point for the political process. He re-defined what it meant to be part of the ‘democratic party.’ Many polls vote him and Lincoln to be the top presidents of our history. 

· Do you agree with this assertion? 

· To what extent were his New Deal policies necessary and effective? 

· Did he violate the constitution in order to do this? Do you think this is justified? Why or why not? 

· Many liberals and left-leaning Americans consider FDR to be a political hero. Do you think he should be one of the figure heads for the liberal left?

· Evaluate the extent to which the solutions that were sought at the time had a lasting impression and to what extent we can learn from them in these tough economic times today?

Use other examples from U.S. history and presidents to support your point.
	Consult at least TWO other HISTORIANS who wrote about this topic and explain why their thesis/argument is correct or not. Pay attention to HOW they try to PROVE their point. Sometimes you guys write things but don’t actually PROVE why you are RIGHT. So follow their examples – use charts, quotations, and deep explanations. Requires at least 5 primary sources: FDR speeches, economists charts/data, congressional speeches, newspaper articles. 



	Cold War Secrets & Beyond: The CIA
	· Was it necessary to create the CIA for National Security after WWII?

· Did America need to creative this agency to “win” the Cold War? 

· Choose three events/situations from different decades where the CIA played an active role. Discuss whether the human rights concerns involved are valid concerns or not (or other concerns you could discuss). Suggestions:

· COINTELPRO, Vietnam/Cambodia, Bay of Pigs, 9/11. 
	This topic in particular has a lot of diverse sources. Many times you will come across propaganda on both sides of the debate about the CIA. This is why you want to make sure to use AT LEAST 5 primary sources in your analysis of EACH event (total of 15). For example: speeches, newspaper articles, declassified memos, congregational hearings, and other official documents from the time period to help you create your own argument and judgment about this organization. 

	The Civil Rights movement 
	The Civil Rights movement was often splintered between different groups: those who believed in integration and reconciliation and those who advocated Black Power and self- determination: 

· What issues arose between the various civil rights groups that forced them to splinter?

· Which groups had a better approach to creating social change? Why? Were their original goals accomplished? Could one group have been as successful without the other? 

· Choose another social movement (Chicano movement, Native American movement, LGBT movement) and discuss to what extent there are parallels between the movements and what they have in common.  
	AT LEAST 5 primary sources in your analysis of EACH event. For example: speeches, newspaper articles, supreme court verdicts, photographs, and other official documents from the time period. You can also use notes from documentaries and you absolutely must talk about specific individuals: Thurgood Marshall, Malcolm X, Stokely Carmichael, CORE, SCLC, SNCC, Black Panthers. 

Helpful source: http://archives.livedtheology.org/node/1059

	The Rise of American Conservatism 
	Just as many liberals today revere FDR, conservatives tend to look to Ronald Reagan as their hero. 

· How has American conservatism evolved over time? 

· Is Reaganomics good for the American economy? 

· Why do you think historians differ so greatly on their evaluations of Reagan’s conservatism? 
	Examine AT LEAST TWO different historians perspectives on Reagan and then use primary sources, academic articles, data, and your own analysis to discuss which historian is correct. 


