George Washington

During Washington's funeral oration, Henry Lee said that of among all Americans, Washington was

"first in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of his countrymen."

A. Thomas Jefferson speaks about George Washington
“Perhaps the strongest feature in his character was prudence [wisdom, caution, foresight], he never acted until every circumstance and every consideration was weighed.  He hesitated if he had any doubt, but once he made a decision about something he went through with it no matter what obstacles he faced…He was indeed a wise, a good, and a great man.”

B. Setting Precedents
“I walk on untrodden ground.  There is scarcely any part of my conduct which may not hereafter be drawn into precedent.” - GW
“Precedents are dangerous things; let the reins of government then be braced and held with a steady hand, and every violation of the Constitution be reprehended: If defective let it be amended, but not suffered to be trampled upon whilst it has an existence.” - GW

C. Precedents Set by Washington
1. The Cabinet – advisors to the president.  Washington had three: Thomas Jefferson, Secretary of State; Henry Knox, Secretary of War; Alexander Hamilton, Secretary of Treasury.

2. Two terms in office – followed by all Presidents [except for FDR]. 

Amendment XX of the Constitution (ratified in 1933) states: 

§1 “The terms of the President and Vice President shall end at noon on the 20th day of January…and the terms of their successors shall then begin.”

§ 4 “If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the President, the President elect shall have died, the Vice President elect shall become President.  If a President shall not have been chosen before the time fixed for the beginning of his term, or if the President elect shall have failed to qualify, then the Vice President elect shall act as President until a President shall have qualified; and the Congress may by law provide for the case wherein neither a President elect nor a Vice President elect shall have qualified, declaring who shall then act as President, or the manner in which one who is to act shall be selected, and such person shall act accordingly until a President or Vice President shall have qualified.  

3. Isolationism and George Washington’s foreign policy; stay neutral. Washington’s Proclamation of Neutrality of 1793 provided a basis for avoiding any involvement in foreign conflicts. Washington’s Proclamation of Neutrality of 1793 provided a basis for avoiding any involvement in foreign conflicts. 
4. Organization of the court system.  The Supreme Court had Five Justices (it now has 9).

D. The First Supreme Court
The Supreme Court was first called to assemble on Feb. 1, 1790, in the Merchants Exchange Building in New York City, then the Nation's Capital. The first Supreme Court was made up of:

Chief Justice:  John Jay, from New York

Associate Justices: John Rutledge, from South Carolina
      William Cushing, from Massachusetts; 
       James Wilson, from Pennsylvania; 

       John Blair, from Virginia; 

       James Iredell, from North Carolina.
The Supreme Court spent its first session organizing itself and determining its own powers and duties! The new Justices heard and decided their first actual case in 1792. Lacking any specific direction from the Constitution, the new U.S. Judiciary spent its first decade as the weakest of the three branches of government in most observers’ opinions. 
Early federal courts failed to issue strong opinions or even take on controversial cases. The Supreme Court was not even sure if it had the power to consider the constitutionality of laws passed by Congress. This situation changed drastically in 1801 when President John Adams appointed John Marshall of Virginia to be the fourth Chief Justice.

E. Federalist Leanings…

(a) Washington supported Treasury Secretary Alexander Hamilton's plans to build a strong central government by funding the national debt, implementing an effective tax system, and creating a national bank. 
(b) Whiskey Rebellion - When rebels in Pennsylvania defied Federal authority, he rode at the head of the army to authoritatively stop the Whiskey Rebellion. 

F. George Washington’s Farewell Address (1796)
Washington's Farewell Address showed republican virtue and served as a stern warning against involvement in political parties (partisanship) and foreign wars.

“[The political party] serves always to distract the public councils and enfeeble (weaken) the public administration.  It agitates the community with ill-founded jealousies and false alarms; kindles the animosity of one part against another; foments occasionally riot and insurrection.  It opens the door to foreign influence and corruption.” 

Washington Letter to Martha, Philadelphia June 18th 1775

When the Second Continental Congress assembled in Philadelphia in May 1775, Washington, one of the Virginia delegates, was elected Commander in Chief of the Continental Army.

“My Dearest, 


...I am now set down to write to you on a subject which fills me with inexpressible concern – and this concern is greatly aggravated and Increased when I reflect on the uneasiness I know it will give you – It has been determined in Congress, that the whole Army raised for the defence of the American Cause shall be put under my care, and that it is necessary for me to proceed immediately to Boston to take upon me the Command of it. – You may believe me my dear Patcy, when I assure you in the most solemn manner, that, so far from seeking this appointment I have used every endeavour in my power to avoid it…from a consciousness of its being a trust too great for my Capacity… - But as it has been a kind of destiny that has thrown me upon this Service, I shall hope that my undertaking of it, is designed to answer some good purpose…It was out of my power to refuse this appointment without exposing my Character to such censures as would have reflected dishonour upon myself, and given paint to my friends…”

Washington Letter to Congress, New York September 2, 1776

“Sir - As my Intelligence of late has been rather unfavorable and would be received with anxiety and concern, peculiarly happy should I esteem myself, were it in my power at this Time, to transmit such Information to Congress, as would be more pleasing and agreeable to their wishes: But unfortunately for me, unfortunately for them, It is not. 


Our situation is truly distressing. The Check our Detachment sustained on the 27th has dispirited too great a proportion of our Troops and filled their minds with apprehension and despair. The Militia, instead of calling forth their utmost efforts to a brave and manly opposition, in order to repair our Losses, are dismayed…Great numbers of them have gone off, in some instances almost by whole Regiments, by half ones and by Companies at a Time…


I am persuaded and as fully convinced, as I am of any one fact that has happened, that our Liberties must of necessity be greatly hazarded, If not entirely lost, If their defence is left to any but a permanent standing Army.”

Washington on the Chase, 1776

A part of Washington’s army had entered the town (near Trenton), where some 200 British garrisoned there had barricaded themselves inside the large stone main building of the college, Nassau Hall. When Captain Alexander Hamilton and his artillerymen fired a few rounds into the building, the redcoats gave up. The Americans had taken 300 prisoners. This was a stunning and unexpected victory for Washington.

Washington’s impulse was to push on to Brunswick, to destroy enemy supplies there and capture a British pay chest of 70,000 pounds, and thereby, he speculated, end the war. But his exhausted army was in no shape for another forced march of nineteen miles or another battle. Green, Knox and others talked Washington out of it saying they would lose all they had gained “by aiming at too much.” The Pennsylvania Journal suggested that Washington, had he been born in the days of idolatry, would have been worshipped as a god. “If there are spots on his character, they are like the spots on the sun, only discernible by the magnifying powers of a telescope.”

Colonel William Harcourt wrote in a letter to his father that though the Americans remained ignorant of military order and large-scale maneuver, they had shown themselves capable of great cunning, great industry, and spirit of enterprise. And while it had been “the fashion in this army to treat them in the most contemptible light, they are now become a formidable enemy.” 
1st Inaugural Address of George Washington, City of New York, Thursday, April 30, 1789
“I behold the surest pledges that as on one side no local prejudices or attachments, no separate views nor party animosities, will misdirect the comprehensive and equal eye which ought to watch over this great assemblage of communities and interests, so, on another, that the foundation of our national policy will be laid in the pure and immutable principles of private morality, and the preeminence of free government be exemplified by all the attributes which can win the affections of its citizens and command the respect of the world…
…and since the preservation of the sacred fire of liberty and the destiny of the republican model of government are justly considered, perhaps, as deeply, as finally, staked on the experiment entrusted to the hands of the American people…

…It concerns myself, and will therefore be as brief as possible. When I was first honored with a call into the service of my country, then on the eve of an arduous struggle for its liberties, the light in which I contemplated my duty required that I should renounce every pecuniary compensation. From this resolution I have in no instance departed; and being still under the impressions which produced it, I must decline as inapplicable to myself any share in the personal emoluments which may be indispensably included in a permanent provision for the executive department, and must accordingly pray that the pecuniary estimates for the station in which I am placed may during my continuance in it be limited to such actual expenditures as the public good may be thought to require…”
SUMMARY 

The Early Days

· Washington became in charge of his colonial district (December 1752).  He became Major Washington at the age of 20 and he had to train the militia in the quarter assigned him. In Fredricksburg, also at the age of 20, Washington joined the Freemasons, a fraternal organization that became a lifelong influence.

· Washington worked as a surveyor of rural lands and acquired what would become invaluable knowledge of the terrain around his native state of Virginia. 

· Washington gained command experience during the French and Indian War (1754–1763). 

· Due to this experience, his military bearing, his enormous charisma, his leadership of the patriot cause in Virginia, and his political base in the largest colony, the Second Continental Congress chose him, in 1775, as their commander-in-chief of the American army.

Revolution

· In 1776, he victoriously forced the British out of Boston. But, later that same year, was badly defeated, and nearly captured, when he lost New York City. However, in the bitter-cold dead of night, he revived the patriot cause, by crossing the Delaware River in New Jersey and defeating the surprised enemy units. As a result of his strategic oversight, Revolutionary forces captured the two main British combat armies, first at Saratoga in 1777 and then at Yorktown in 1781. He handled relations with the states and their militias, dealt with disputing generals and colonels, and worked with Congress to supply and recruit the Continental army. Negotiating with Congress, the colonial states, and French allies, he held together a tenuous army and fragile birthing nation, amid the constant threats of disintegration and failure. He was also the country's first spymaster.
Politics
· Following the end of the war in 1783 Washington retired to his plantation on Mount Vernon, an exemplar of the republican ideal of citizen leadership who rejected power. Alarmed in the late 1780s at the many weaknesses of the new nation under the Articles of Confederation, he presided over the Constitutional Convention that drafted the much stronger United States Constitution in 1787.

· In 1789, Washington became President of the United States and promptly established many of the customs and usages of the new government's executive department. He sought to create a great nation capable of surviving in a world torn asunder by war between Britain and France. 

Source: www.solarnavigator.net/history
