DOCUMENT #2
A. Women in the 1920’s
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While a milestone in the women’s rights effort had been reached with ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment, women continued to be relegated to a second-class status, both economically - in the workplace – and socially. More and more women entered clerical and factory work, and some entered the professions, but their pay was considerably lower than men’s pay, and they were denied access to certain professions and jobs. Roosevelt and Wilson, while progressive-minded in other ways, were certainly not strong advocates of the federal government’s involvement in the women’s rights cause. Some progressive women sought alternatives. For example, Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s Women and Economics advocated for female financial independence. Another reformer, Margaret Sanger, observed the ill effects that unwanted pregnancies had on women, especially the poor, and thus advocated for the legalization of birth control. Even though she was arrested for disseminating contraceptive literature through the U.S. Mail, the indomitable Sanger set up the nation’s first birth-control clinic in 1916. Alice Paul, a militant suffragist, engaged in acts of civil disobedience to draw attention to the need for a constitutional amendment guaranteeing women the right to vote. In addition, Jeannette Rankin became the first woman elected to Congress (House, Montana) in 1917. She promptly involved herself in the peace movement and would vote against U.S. intervention in World War I and World War II.  – Fast Track to a 5, Brensilver Bermand and Epstein
B. Declaration of Sentiments (1848) 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott, two American activists in the movement to abolish slavery called together the first conference to address Women's rights and issues in Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848. Part of the reason for doing so had been that Mott had been refused permission to speak at the world anti-slavery convention in London, even though she had been an official delegate. Applying the analysis of human freedom developed in the Abolitionist movement, Stanton and others began the public career of modern feminist analysis. 

The Declaration of the Seneca Falls Convention, using the model of the US Declaration of Independence, forthrightly demanded that the rights of women as right-bearing individuals be acknowledged and respected by society. It was signed by sixty-eight women and thirty-two men. 
“When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one portion of the family of man to assume among the people of the earth a position different from that which they have hitherto occupied, but one to which the laws of nature and of nature's G-d entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes that impel them to such a course.We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men and women are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among these are life…to secure these rights governments are instituted, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed. Whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of those who suffer from it to refuse allegiance to it…But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object, evinces a design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their duty to throw off such government, and to provide new guards for their future security. Such has been the patient sufferance of the women under this government, and such is now the necessity which constrains them to demand the equal station to which they are entitled…man toward woman, having in direct object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over her. To prove this, let facts be submitted to a candid world.  
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, A History of Woman Suffrage , vol. 1 (Rochester, N.Y.: Fowler and Wells, 1889), pages 70-71. 

C. 19th Amendment: 

“The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex.  Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.” 




- Ratified (passed, approved) August 26, 1920.

D.  The Equal Rights Amendment
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To some triumphant suffragists the next logical step was an equal rights amendment, which would sweep away all remaining forms of discrimination at once.  Activist Alice Paul spearheaded the drive for the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA). In November 1923, at the 75th anniversary of the Seneca Falls Convention, she announced the ERA. To pass an amendment there must be a 2/3 majority vote in both the Senate and the House of Representatives, and then ¾ of the states must ratify it. 
E. Current Legislation that Affect Women

· Paycheck Fairness Act; Lilly Ledbetter Act

· Violence Against Women Act (pending)

· Raise minimum wage to $9/hour!
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http://herb.ashp.cuny.edu/archive/files/the-declaration-of-sentiments-(edited)[1]_9eb3291ae8.pdfj
DOCUMENT #1: NAWSA - “The Winning Plan” vs. The Women’s National Party

The suffrage movement was not a united movement. It was a coalition of different people and organizations that worked together for a few intense years around the common goal of votes for women. Approximately 95 percent of the participants in the movement were organized under the umbrella of the National American Woman Suffrage Association. Throughout most of its history this organization pursued the vote on a state-by-state basis. In 1916 NAWSA President Carrie Chapman Catt presented her "winning plan" to focus on a federal amendment while continuing with state work. She mobilized the coalition into high gear until success was achieved. 

Her plan was stimulated by the challenge of Alice Paul who had returned to the United States in 1913 after an apprenticeship in the British Suffrage Movement. There she had learned the value of publicity to be obtained by marches, civil disobedience and hunger strikes. Paul persuaded NAWSA to let her organize a Congressional Committee to pursue a federal amendment, and when she felt support for her activities were insufficient, broke off to create a separate Congressional Union. One of Paul's strategies was to mobilize women in the states where women could vote. From her British experience she adopted the idea of holding the party in power responsible for failing to pass the federal amendment. Since President Wilson was a Democrat, she organized enfranchised women to vote against all Democrats in 1914, including those Members of Congress who supported suffrage. In 1916 a separate National Woman's Party was created for this purpose, but Wilson was overwhelmingly re-elected, carrying ten of the twelve states in which women could vote for President. 

During World War I NAWSA leaders worked both for Suffrage and in support of the war effort. The Congressional Union only worked for Suffrage. They flouted Wilson's slogan that the purpose of the War was "to make the world safe for democracy" by standing outside the White House with banners reading "How long must women wait for democracy?" The rate of state enfranchisement of women accelerated and pressure on the President and Congress intensified. In January 1918 President Wilson declared his support for a federal amendment, and later that month the House passed the amendment without a single vote to spare. It was not until May of 1919 that the Senate did likewise. A ferocious state-by-state battle ensued to get the three-fourths necessary to ratify the Suffrage Amendment. It almost didn't make it, but by two votes Tennessee became the 36th state. On August 26, 1920 the Nineteenth Amendment joined the Constitution and twenty six million American women became eligible to vote. Carrie Chapman Catt calculated that it took:

· 57 years of campaigning

· 56 referenda to male voters

· 480 efforts to get state legislatures to submit suffrage amendments

· 277 campaigns to get state party conventions to include women's suffrage planks

· 47 campaigns to get state constitutional conventions to write women's suffrage into state constitutions

· 30 campaigns to get presidential party conventions to adopt women's suffrage planks into party platforms
· 19 successive campaigns with 19 successive Congresses.

Published in Women: A Feminist Perspective ed. by Jo Freeman, Mountain View, Calif: Mayfield, 5th edition, 1995, pp. 509-28.

The National Women’s Political Party: 

Stanton and Anthony created the National Woman Suffrage Association (NWSA), which directed its efforts toward changing federal law and opposed the 15th Amendment because it excluded women. Lucy Stone, a one time Massachusetts antislavery advocate and a prominent lobbyist for women’s rights, formed the American Woman Suffrage Association (AWSA).4 Leaders of the AWSA rejected the NWSA’s agenda as being racially divisive and organized with the aim to continue a national reform effort at the state level. Although California Senator Aaron Sargent introduced in Congress a women’s suffrage amendment in 1878, the overall campaign stalled. Eventually, the NWSA also shifted its efforts to the individual states where reformers hoped to start a ripple effect to win voting rights at the federal level.
Paul and Burns founded the Congressional Union for Woman Suffrage, later known as the National Women’s Party. Because the Party seemed more radical, NAWSA removed them and selected a new Congressional Committee. The two organizations went their separate ways. 

On January 10, 1917, the CU and NWP instituted the practice of picketing the White House, the first political activists to do so. Every day for the next two months, regardless of weather, women marched in a line from CU headquarters to the White House, where they took up their stations as “silent sentinels.” In order to keep the press interested, special days were scheduled for picketing by college women, wage-earners, and representatives from various states, occupations, and professional affiliations. President Wilson initially tolerated the pickets, waving to them as his car pulled through the gates. However, when the United States entered World War I four months later, the political climate changed, and criticism of the government became less acceptable.

The NWP highlighted the government’s hypocrisy of supporting democracy abroad while denying its women citizens the right to vote at home. NWP criticism of the government was viewed as unpatriotic by many and even seditious and subversive by some, especially the soldiers and sailors who were among the most visible instigators of mob violence against the pickets. The party firmly defended the rights of free speech, free assembly, and dissent.  NAWSA’s Catt publicly disassociated her organization from the NWP’s “unladylike” behavior and the “unwelcome” publicity it generated, although NAWSA benefitted by appearing more moderate and approachable to politicians who were beginning to rethink their anti-suffrage positions.

On June 22, 1917, suffrage pickets began to be arrested on the technical charge of obstructing traffic. As the summer progressed, more arrests followed and longer prison sentences were handed down. The women were imprisoned–usually in unsanitary conditions, sometimes beaten (most notably during the November 15 “Night of Terror” at Occoquan Workhouse), and often brutally force-fed when they went on hunger strikes to protest being denied political prisoner status. Women of all classes risked their health, jobs, and reputations by continuing their protests. One historian estimated that approximately 2,000 women spent time on the picket lines between 1917 and 1919, and that 500 women were arrested, of whom 168 were actually jailed. The NWP made heroes of the suffrage prisoners, held ceremonies in their honor, and presented them with commemorative pins. Women went on publicity tours dressed in prison garb and talked about their experiences in prison in order to win public support for their cause.

DOCUMENT #3 Women Influence Change


(A) Suffragist Carrie Chapman Catt (1859 – 1947) uses the principles of democracy to call Congress out on a lack of equality:  “How can our nation escape the logic it has never failed to follow, when its last unenfranchised class calls for the vote? Behold our Uncle Sam floating the banner with one hand, ‘Taxation without representation is tyranny,’ and with the other seizing the billions of dollars paid in taxes by women to whom he refuses ‘representation.’…Is there a single man who can justify such inequality of treatment, such outrageous discrimination? Not one.”

FATHER, what is a Legislature?
A representative body elected by the people of the state.
Are women people?
No, my son, criminals, lunatics and women are not people.
Do legislators legislate for nothing?
Oh, no; they are paid a salary.
By whom?
By the people.
Are women people?
Of course, my son, just as much as men are.
A poem from Are Women People? A Book of Rhymes for Suffrage Times,

by Alice Duer Miller, published in 1915, Library of Congress,

Rare Book and Special Collections Division,

National American Woman Suffrage Association Collection
On 1 February 1914, a witty new column, featuring news, quotations, poems, fictionalized conversations, statistics, and cartoons about gender inequalities appeared in the Sunday New York Tribune. Authored by suffragist writer Alice Duer Miller, the column was inspired by contradictions between America's foundational rhetoric of democracy and the federal government's official policy of disenfranchising women; more specifically, it responded to President Woodrow Wilson's hollow rhetoric of "bring[ing] the government back to the people,” which included only men and their interests.
(B) Emily N. Blair, a Missouri suffragist and the vice president of the Democratic National Committee (beginning in 1924) observed: “Women were welcome to come in as workers but not as co-makers of the world. For all their numbers, they seldom rose to positions of responsibility or power. The few who did fitted into the system as they found it. All standards, all methods, all values, continued to be set by men.” - Woloch, Women and the American Experience: 357.
(C) Sheppard-Towner Maternity Act of 1921 - Providing federally financed (for states) instruction in maternal and infant health care, while creating prenatal and child health care centers.  This expanded the federal government responsibility for family welfare. 
In 1912, President William Taft established the Children's Bureau, which began a nationwide investigation of maternal and infant mortality rates. The agency soon discovered that nearly 80 percent of U.S. women did not receive proper prenatal care-a fact starkly illustrated during World War I when thousands of men failed to pass their physicals due to afflictions stemming from inadequate medical care as children. Indeed, while the Bureau found a correlation between economic level and mortality rates, the mortality rates at all income levels were much higher in the United States than in other industrialized nations.
While the Bureau's findings clearly demonstrated the existence of a severe problem, there was little agreement on how to solve it. The few existing state-run child welfare clinics had proven effective at reducing infant mortality and bettering overall health, and many groups sought to duplicate this model on a national scale. Others, most notably the American Medical Association (AMA), were hesitant to accept a widening of federal involvement in medical care. The AMA was wary of government encroachment on their autonomy as medical professionals and criticized the act as neo-socialist. These reservations succeeded in blocking the passage of such legislation as early as 1918.
With the enactment of the Nineteenth Amendment in 1920 granting women the right to vote, however, political power shifted dramatically. Women had long been the leading voices of reform in various areas of social welfare, especially in regards to child and maternal health care. President Harding responded to this newly created constituency by actively supporting the passage of Sheppard-Towner as well as appointing women to high posts within his administration. The legislation itself proved to be temporary, however. Underfinanced from the beginning, the AMA-led campaign against Sheppard-Towner finally succeeded in 1929 when Congress did not renew its funding.
Millercenter.org
DOC #4 PART I OF THE PLAY “FAILURE IS IMPOSSIBLE” By Rosemary H Knower

The original production of Failure is Impossible occurred on August 26, 1995, for the National Archives commemoration of the 75th anniversary of the 19th amendment.
Based on Eyewitness Accounts and Original Documents
Narrator: Today is the seventy-fifth anniversary of the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment, giving women the right to vote. Do I hear you say, wait a minute, the country is two hundred and nineteen years old, and women have only been voting for seventy-five years? What's the problem here? The problem began with the words of the Founding Fathers. Not the ones they put in. The ones they left out. In 1776, when John Adams sat with a committee of men in Philadelphia, writing the Declaration of Independence, he got a letter from his wife, Abigail:

Reader #1 (Abigail Adams): John, in the new code of laws . . . remember the ladies. . . . Do not put such unlimited power in the hands of the husbands. Remember all men would be tyrants if they could. . . . We . . . will not hold ourselves bound by any laws in which we have no voice, or representation.

Narrator: But when the Founding Fathers sat down to write the Declaration and the Constitution, they left out one critical word: "Women." Nearly sixty years later, when Sarah and Angelina Grimke spoke to state legislatures about the evils of slavery, their actions were denounced from the pulpit as contrary to God's law and the natural order.

Reader #3 (pastoral letter): The power of woman is her dependence, flowing from that weakness God has given her for her protection. When she assumes the place and tone of a man as a public reformer, her character becomes unnatural, and the way opened for degeneracy and ruin.

Narrator: Sarah Grimke had an answer for that.

Reader #2 (Sarah Grimke): This distinction between the duties of men and women as moral beings! That what is Virtue in men is Vice in women!?! All I ask of our brethren is that they take their feet off our necks and permit us to stand upright.

Narrator: In 1848 a group of women organized the first Women's Rights Convention in Seneca Falls, New York. It took great courage. In the 1840s respectable women did not even speak in public, let alone call meetings. Elizabeth Cady Stanton said later:

Reader #1 (Elizabeth Cady Stanton): We felt as helpless and hopeless as if we had suddenly been asked to construct a steam engine.

Narrator: But they were determined. They rewrote the Declaration of Independence.

Reader #1 (Stanton): "We hold these truths to be self evident: that all men and women are created 
equal . . ."
Narrator: And they called for equal rights under the law. At the convention, abolitionist Frederick Douglass spoke in favor of women voting. Reporting the resolutions of the convention in his newspaper, The North Star, he noted:

Reader #3 (Frederick Douglass): In respect to political rights, . . . there can be no reason in the world for denying to woman the elective franchise.

Narrator: In the 1850s, Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Lucy Stone led a group of courageous women who plunged headlong into the fight for abolition and universal suffrage. They formed the American Equal Rights Association. One newspaper denounced them as:

Reader #3 (newspaper editorial): Mummified and fossilated females, void of domestic duties, habits, and natural affections."

Narrator: In fact, most of the women were married, with children. Elizabeth Cady Stanton wrote suffrage speeches while nursing her sixth child, a daughter who would continue her mother's work.
When the Civil War began in 1861, suffragists deferred their campaign for the vote to give full attention to the national crisis. Annie T. Wittenmeyer was appointed superintendent of all army diet kitchens. Mary Walker served as the first female surgeon. Louisa May Alcott and thousands of other women served as nurses. Anna Ella Carroll was one of Lincoln's advisers on strategy.
In 1865, when the war was over, and Congress debated an amendment to give freed slaves the right to vote, the suffragists petitioned Congress to include women, too.

Reader #2 (Susan B. Anthony): We represent fifteen million people—one-half the entire population of the country—the Constitution classes us as "free people," yet we are governed without our consent, compelled to pay taxes without appeal, and punished for violations of law without choice of judge or juror. You are now amending the Constitution, and . . . placing new safeguards around the individual rights of four million emancipated slaves. We ask that you extend the right of suffrage to women—the only remaining class of disfranchised citizens—and thus fulfill your constitutional obligation.

Narrator: Sojourner Truth, whose speech "Ain't I a Woman?" had so moved the Equal Rights Convention in 1851, spoke again in 1867 for women's right to vote.

Reader # 1 (Sojourner Truth): I . . . speak for the rights of colored women. I want to keep the thing stirring, now that the ice is cracked. . . . You have been having our rights for so long, that you think, like a slaveholder, that you own us.

Reader #1 (Frances Gage): Suffragist Frances Gage wrote, "Fifty-two thousand pulpits in this country have been teaching women the lesson that has been taught them for centuries, that they must not think about voting. But when fifty-two thousand pulpits at the beginning of this war, lifted up their voices and asked of women, 'come out and help us' did they stand back? In every home in the whole United States, they rose up and went to work for the nation."

Narrator: But in spite of the petitions and the passion, the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments were silent on the issue of voting rights for women. Nevertheless, the suffragists would not give up. In 1869 Lucy Stone sent out "An Appeal to the Men and Women of America":

Reader #2 (Lucy Stone): Get every man or woman to sign [this petition] who is not satisfied while women, idiots, felons, and lunatics are the only classes excluded from the exercise of the right of suffrage. Let the great army of working-women, who wish to secure a fair day's wages for a fair day's work, Sign It. Let the wife, from whom the law takes the right to what she earns, Sign It. Let the mother, who has no legal right to her own children, Sign It . . .

Narrator: Civil War nurse Clara Barton spoke at the Suffrage Convention in 1870:

Reader #1 (Clara Barton): Brothers, when you were weak, and I was strong, I toiled for you. Now you are strong, and I ask your aid. I ask the ballot for myself and my sex. As I stood by you, I pray you stand by me and mine.
