The Adams Administration:  The Domestic Landscape 

Adams was the first president to live in what would later be called the White House. The city of Washington consisted of a brewery, a half-finished hotel, an abandoned canal, an empty warehouse and wharf, and 372 dwellings, "most of them small miserable huts." Cows and hogs ran freely in the capital's streets, and snakes frequented the city's many bogs and marshes. The entire population consisted of 500 families and some 300 members of government. 

As the second president, Adams made a number of precedent-setting decisions. Where he chose to emulate George Washington, he was often led astray. Trying to stay apolitical, he allowed Alexander Hamilton to control the Federalist Party and occasionally even sided with Jefferson's Democratic-Republicans. He kept most of George Washington's cabinet and found himself surrounded by Hamilton loyalists. By the rules of the original Constitution, his election also gave him his rival Thomas Jefferson as a vice president.  Jefferson and Adams, among the most respected men in America, alternated between being the closest of friends and the most hateful enemies over the course of the many years they worked together.
To pay for the military measures it enacted during the XYZ crisis, the Federalist Congress enacted heavy new stamp and house taxes. Farmers in eastern Pennsylvania rioted and attacked federal tax collectors in an incident later referred to as Fries' Rebellion. They believed that the new taxes were designed to support a large standing army and navy, which they opposed. Several of their leaders were arrested and sentenced to death for treason. However, on the eve of the election of 1800, Adams pardoned all of the prisoners.
Faced with rising animosity between parties and a split within the Federalists, Adams lost his re-election bid to his vice president.  Just before time ran out on the Adams administration, they enacted the Judiciary Act of 1801. This sweeping law struck at a key point of contention: the jurisdiction of the federal courts. The Republicans wanted the federal courts to be constrained, but the new law gave these courts increased jurisdiction over land and bankruptcy cases. The federal courts now had greater authority at the expense of the states. The act added six new federal circuits with sixteen new judges. As a final measure, they also added dozens of new justices of the peace to the District of Columbia. Between December 12 and March 4, President Adams, with the approval of the Senate, busily stacked the courts with his own people. On the day before Adams turned the White House over to Jefferson, and the Jeffersonian Democrats, he appointed 42 Federalists to the federal courts. Federal judges served for life, so Adams was protecting his supporters and insuring that the Judicial Branch would remain in the hands of the Federalist Party and federalist ideals. It was claimed that President Adams stayed up late into the night of his last day in office to appoint the judges, hence the name "midnight judges." 

Abigail Adams, John Adams’ wife, was one of America’s first and most ardent feminists.  As such, she took a particularly active role in her husband’s presidency.  In 1798, during Adams's term in the presidency, Abigail was concerned about the influence of the French revolution and troubled by rumors of a forthcoming French invasion of America. She urged her husband to declare war on France. Upset by criticism of her husband and herself in the Republican press for having appointed relatives to important posts, she wrote that "the Liberty of the press is become licentious beyond any former period." Abigail approved of the Alien and Sedition Acts passed in 1798, although the acts made John Adams uneasy. Adams's opponents thought that Abigail's partisanship was too overt and her influence on the president too great, referring to her as "Her Majesty." 
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