The Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions 
After the passage of the Alien and Sedition Acts, Republicans accused the Federalists of violating fundamental liberties. The state legislatures of Kentucky and Virginia adopted resolutions written by Thomas Jefferson and James Madison denouncing the acts as an infringement on freedom of expression. The Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions advanced the idea that the states had a right to declare federal laws null and void, and helped to establish the theory of states' rights. 

Virginia Resolution, James Madison, December 24, 1798

“That this Assembly does explicitly...declare that it views the powers of the federal government as resulting from the compact to which the states are parties...and that, in case of a deliberate...and dangerous exercise of other powers not granted by the said compact, the states who are parties thereto have the right, and are in duty bound, to interpose (intervene) for arresting the progress of the evil and for maintaining within their respective limits, the authorities, rights and liberties appertaining to them.
That the good people of this commonwealth, having ever felt, and continuing to feel, the most sincere affection for their brethren of the other states…appeal to the like dispositions of the other states, in confidence that they will concur with this commonwealth in declaring, as it does hereby declare, that the acts aforesaid, are unconstitutional; and that the necessary and proper measures will be taken by each, for co-operating with this state, in maintaining the Authorities, Rights, and Liberties, referred to the States respectively, or to the people.” 

Kentucky Resolution, Thomas Jefferson, December 3, 1799
That this commonwealth considers the federal union, upon the terms and for the purposes specified in the late compact (the Constitution), as conducive to the liberty and happiness of the several states: That it does now unequivocally declare its attachment to the Union, and to that compact, agreeable to its obvious and real intention, and will be among the last to seek its dissolution: That if those who administer the general government be permitted to transgress the limits fixed by that compact, by a total disregard to the special delegations of power therein contained, annihilation of the state governments, and the erection upon their ruins, of a general consolidated government, will be the inevitable consequence….  That the several states who formed that instrument, being sovereign and independent, have the unquestionable right to judge of its infraction; and that a nullification, by those sovereignties, of all unauthorized acts done under colour of that instrument, is the rightful remedy: That this commonwealth does upon the most deliberate reconsideration declare, that the said alien and sedition laws, are in their opinion, palpable violations of the said constitution;
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