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DOCUMENT #3 Buchanan Presidency 
(1) Having determined not to become a candidate for reelection, I shall have no motive to influence my conduct in administering the Government except the desire ably and faithfully to serve my country and to live in grateful memory of my countrymen. 

· Buchanan, March 4, 1857

(2) “James Buchanan is not a traitor to his country. That he could have prevented the Civil War is unlikely. He entered the White House with noble intentions of restoring harmony to a divided nation, but he couldn’t see that nearly everything he did made matters worse. Because he failed to provide the resolute national leadership so desperately needed, Buchanan deserves to be ranked among the country’s worst presidents.”
         






- Historian Thomas A. Horrocks 
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Top Ten Presidents Bottom Ten Presidents
1. Lincoln (902) 33. Hayes (409)
2. Washington (854) 34. Hoover (389)
3.F.D. Roosevelt (837) 35. Tyler (372)
4.T. Roosevelt (781) 36. George W. Bush (362)
5. Truman (708) 37. Fillmore (351)
6. Kennedy (701) 38. Harding (327)
7. Jefferson (698) 39 W. H. Harrison (324)
8. Eisenhower (639) 40. Pierce (287)
9. Wilson (683) 41. A. Johnson (258)
10. Reagan (671) 42. Buchanan (227)

Number in parentheses is total score (maximum 1000).

CSPAN

(C:SPAN 2003 Historans Survey of residental Leaderstip (€) NCSC, 2008





(3) "It is the imperative and indispensable duty of the government of the United States to secure to every resident inhabitant the free and independent expression of his opinion by his vote. This sacred right of each individual must be preserved. That being accomplished, nothing can be fairer than to leave the people of a territory free from all foreign interference to decide their own destiny for themselves, subject only to the Constitution of the United States." 

 




- Buchanan, at the start of his Presidency
(4) Buchanan told Congress in 1858, "It is, beyond question, the destiny of our race to spread themselves over the continent of North America."
Only congressional preoccupation with the John Brown raid prevented another possible conflict with Mexico. Even though the war between the two nations had been over for a decade, settlers were still being harassed and even killed near the border. Buchanan wanted another military incursion into Mexico to establish a military protectorate in Northern Mexico, but Congress, its hands full with the Brown rebellion at home, had little enthusiasm for a war abroad. 
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