American History 








Ms. Mazzini-Chin

PART A – MULTIPLE CHOICE (    pts. each)

Directions: Below you will find 20 multiple choice questions. Read each one carefully and choose the best answer. Record the answers on the answer sheet provided; write in CAPITAL letters.
1. All of the following are reasons colonists left Great Britain for America EXCEPT: 

a. the colonists went to America for religious freedom

b. they were looking for more powerful leadership from their government

c. some came to America to avoid prison

d. colonists’ were looking for economic opportunities

2. “…as for goats, sheep…our commanders daily consumed them, some small proportions sometimes were tasted until all was devoured;…and the loss of our ships, of 500 within 6 months after Captain Smiths departure, there remained not past 60 men, women and children…And one amongst the rest did kill his wife, powdered [salted] her, and had eaten part of her before it was known…” 

In the above quote from John Smith he writes to express to those in Great Britain that… 

a. all of the colonists that created early settlements were crazy people.

b. many of the colonists were cannibals and that is how early colonies became a great success.  

c. the colonists’ were grateful to the British government for provided them with needed food and natural resources.

d. resources were low and colonists did not have the survival skills needed to be successful.

3. “Salutary neglect” is a phrase that expresses how the British

a. cared for the colonists by providing them with raw materials to use in the colonies.

b. treated the colonists poorly by making many strict rules that were carried out by the British.

c. trained colonists in farming skills before sending them to start colonial settlements. 

d. had little contact with the colonists except for trade, leaving them to self-govern.  

4. How did the British government react to the Boston Tea Party?

a. By joining in the party and appreciating the tea. 

b. They made sure the story was covered in the colony newspapers.

c. The British government created the Intolerable Acts as a punishment.

d. The British created the Sons of Liberty to boost colonial moral.

5. Delegates arrived at the First Continental Congress intending to 

a. break free from British control

b. restore a positive relationship with the British crown

c. write a Declaration of Independence

d. write a constitution that improved the Articles of Confederation

6. Which of the following expresses the significance (importance) of the Declaration of Independence?
a. The document helped the British accept change without conflict.
b. It set up the new government for the colonies.
c. It made all slaves able to vote through true equality.
d. It was a list of grievances that signified the colonies breaking away from Great Britain.
7. “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.”  - Declaration of Independence 
The above statement is hypocritical and untrue because…

a. Rights were determined by the British government before and after the Revolution.
b. Slaves and women were not given equal rights under this document.

c. Equality already existed before the Declaration was written.
d. The natural rights mentioned here applied only to women.
8. The Articles of Confederation helped create and organize the new American government. 

      How did it do this?

a. It created a policy of trade only with Great Britain.

b. The document enabled the new federal government to tax the states heavily to pay for war debt.

c. It unified the states, giving the government power to enter into treaties and declare war.  

d. This document created a very strong national government for stability. 

9. All of the following were weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation EXCEPT: 

a. No president to enforce acts of Congress

b. One vote for each state regardless of population

c. States were able to protect their own interests and prevent an over powering national government
d. No national court system existed to review laws
10. Why did the Articles of Confederation create a purposefully weak federal (national) government? 

a. The federal government was not meant to be weak under the AOC.

b. The states were worried about creating another tyrannical government that would make unfair demands on them. 

c. The federal government was not weak, it had the power to maintain a military and tax as needed.

d. The states needed to become less reliant on each other for trade and food.

11. The Battle of Saratoga was significant because 

a. it won Americans the support of the capable French military

b. even though America lost, it managed to debilitate (damage) British forces.

c. it was the first instance in which America demonstrated its military capacity.

d. it changed Loyalists’ opinion of the war effort.

12.With the words, “We the People,” the Constitution establishes its authority on the basis of 

a. popular sovereignty 

b. the rule of law

c. the separation of powers

d. limited government

13. The compromises of the Constitution had many strengths, they included all of the following  

      EXCEPT:

a. Slaves would be counted as 3/5ths of the population for purposes of congressional representation, balancing the influence of the North and South.

b. Tariffs (taxes) would be put on imports but not exports, encouraging manufacturing within the United States.

c. The Federal government was allowed to tax the states so that it could pay its debt and establish a military for the country’s defense.
d. Ending slavery shortly after the Constitution was ratified so that all were equal according to the laws of the nation.

For Question 14: 

“It is at all times difficult to draw with precision the line between those rights which must be surrendered (delegated), and those which may be reserved; and on the present occasion this difficulty was increased by a difference among the several States as to their situation, habits, and particular state interests…” –G. Washington, Letter from the Convention to the Pres. of Congress

14. Use the quote above. 

Which of the six basic principles of the Constitution is this letter discussing?

a. Federalism
b. Popular sovereignty

c. Separation of powers 
d. Womens’ rights
15. How does the judicial branch of government review laws?

a. It bases its decisions on the beliefs of the majority.

b. It is limitless in power so it decides without consulting the Constitution the meaning of laws.

c. It interprets laws and determines their constitutionality.

d. It carries out the enforcement of laws as suggested by the President.
16. The Constitution provides all 18 year old citizens the right to vote through the Fifteenth 
      Amendment without denying these rights on account of race.  
     Which of the following situations shows how federalism properly works?

a. The states can set the hours for voting, as long as they do not limit the right to vote. 

b. Many states have poll taxes that the Federal government cannot interfere with.
c. The federal government is the only part of government that can set standards for voting.

d. The states can prevent people from voting if they create laws for these restrictions.  
17. “[The political party] serves always to distract the public officials and weaken the public administration.  It agitates (upsets) the community with ill-founded jealousies and false alarms; kindles the animosity (hate) of one part against another; it encourages, sometimes, riot and insurrection.  

It opens the door to corruption.”  
- GW Farwell Address

Why did Washington oppose political parties?

a. He thought that they provided too much choice for the people.

b. Political parties created healthy competition, and Washington did support them.

c. We cannot have political parties because they make the people confused.

d. Washington believed that political parties would become too powerful and unfairly influence the

    elected representatives. 

18. Washington put a stop to the Whiskey Rebellion, which had the long term affect of…

a. showing that the colonists could rebel and change their condition. 

b. expressing that taxation without representation would not be tolerated.

c. proving that the federal government under the Constitution had the power to tax and to use military 

    force.

d. limiting the authority of the President in this new government.

19. George Washington’s presidency set all of the following precedents EXCEPT

a. fixing the size of the House of Representatives

b. American isolationism

c. structure of the judiciary

d. establishment of the Cabinet

 20. XYZ Affair during Adams’ administration was 

a. an effort by the British to take back American land.

b. a failed attempt by the French to get America to aid France in fighting the British.

c. a demonstration of how well loved Adams was as a Federalist party President.

d. a domestic uprising leading to Adams’ exercising his authority by using the militia in the states.

Essay: Choose one of the following essay choices. Write an introduction with a thesis (make a claim), and a thorough body paragraph. 
A. The geographical conditions of the three major areas of English settlements in America - New England, the Middle Colonies, and the South -- account for the differences in the colonial way of life in these three areas.”  Assess the validity of this statement.
B. Assess the validity of this statement: The move towards a democratic and/or independent nation had its beginnings in the governments of the original thirteen colonies.
C. Evaluate the extent to which the Articles of Confederation were effective in solving the problems that confronted the new nation.  
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PART III  DBQ Essay (25 pts.)  

· Be sure to include outside information and include all three documents. Be sure NOT to use the documents as your thesis because it will limit your ability to add outside information. 
· Write a carefully planned thesis that leads to well organized and detailed body paragraphs.
· Tie each paragraph back into your thesis statement.
Using the documents and outside information, answer the following question: 

Historical Background: From the late 1760s to July 4, 1776, American colonists moved from just protesting the decisions of King and Parliament to a Declaration of Independence and a Revolutionary War to overthrow the authority of the king…Loyalist or Patriot?
Using both your own knowledge and the documents provided, identify and discuss: 
Was the American Revolution justified?
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General Tips: 

· Never use “I” in a Social Studies essay.
· Write clearly and reread your work to make sure your sentences make sense!

· Always check back to your thesis throughout your essay writing to make sure you are providing proof for your thesis statement.  

· Your thesis is what you plan to prove, so be specific.

· Be sure that your body paragraphs provide enough evidence (proof, examples) to prove your thesis.  Use specific details/facts/explanations.  

· Check that each paragraph has a “theme,” and that your ideas are focused. 

· Make sure to use topic sentences and transition sentences.

· For DBQ essays be sure to include one more than half of your documents (or be sure to read instructions).
1. Introduction 

a. Topic sentence, using the Historical Context or general background information as a guide (use your own words).  Start off your essay with a sentence on the topic of the essay.  
b. THESIS statement – what you PLAN TO PROVE; you are making a claim.
· Use two or three specific details in your thesis statement that your body paragraphs can connect to. 
2. Body Paragraphs

a. This is the PROOF/EVIDENCE for your thesis!

Each paragraph should include a topic sentence (for that paragraph), and details/examples and analysis (how and why; explanations, draw conclusions).  
A. The geographical conditions of the three major areas of English settlements in America - New England, the Middle Colonies, and the South -- account for the differences in the colonial way of life in these three areas.”  Assess the validity of this statement.
B. Assess the validity of this statement: The move towards a democratic and/or independent nation had its beginnings in the governments of the original thirteen colonies.
C. Evaluate the extent to which the Articles of Confederation were effective in solving the problems that confronted the new nation.  
