Fugitive Slave Law (1850)
Passed as part of the Compromise of 1850, the Fugitive Slave Law includes harsh penalties for runaway slaves as well as any northerner who assists them.

“And be it further enacted, That when a person held to service or labor in any State or Territory of the United States,  heretofore or shall hereafter escape into another State or Territory of the United States, the person or persons to whom such service or labor may be due, or his, her, or their agent or attorney, duly authorized, by power of attorney, in writing, acknowledged and certified under the seal of some legal officer or court of the State or Territory in which the same may be executed, may pursue and reclaim such fugitive person, either by procuring a warrant from some one of the courts, judges, or commissioners aforesaid…or by seizing and arresting such fugitive… to use such reasonable force and restraint as may be necessary, under the circumstances of the case, to take and remove such fugitive person back to the State or Territory whence he or she may have escaped as aforesaid. In no trial or hearing under this act shall the testimony of such alleged fugitive be admitted in evidence…”

Representative Joshua Giddings of Ohio Reacts to the Fugitive Slave Law (1850)

“Sir, we will not commit this crime.  Let me say to the President, no power or government can compel us to involve ourselves in such guilt.  No!  The freemen of Ohio will never turn out to chase the panting fugitive—they will never be metamorphosed into bloodhounds, to track him to his hiding place, seize and drag him out, and deliver him to his tormentors…”

Senator Robert Rhett of South Carolina Reacts to the Fugitive Slave Law (1851)
“In this case, no one can doubt that the feeling of the whole and entire North—whatever may be their submission to what they may consider to be the supreme law of the land—is opposed to the institution of slavery and opposed to this law.…  I have come to the conclusion that, from the beginning of the legislation of Congress on this whole subject…we of the South have been wronged, and have been made to abandon a better and more efficient remedy (secession), which the Constitution provides.”
Personal Liberty Laws 

Statutes passed by the legislatures of various northern states, during the existence of the fugitive slave laws, for the purpose of securing to alleged fugitives the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus and the trial by jury, which those laws denied them. The passage of the fugitive slave law of 1850, which avoided all employment of state officers, necessitated a change in the personal liberty laws. Accordingly, new laws were passed by Vermont, Rhode Island and Connecticut in 1854, by Maine, Massachusetts and Michigan in 1855, by Wisconsin and Kansas in 1858, by Ohio in 1859, and by Pennsylvania in 1860. These laws generally prohibited the use of the state's jails for detaining fugitives; provided state officers, under various names, throughout the state, to act as counsel for persons alleged to be fugitives; secured to all such persons the benefits of habeas corpus and trial by jury; required the identity of the fugitive to be proved by two witnesses; forbade state judges and officers to issue writs or give any assistance to the claimant; and imposed a heavy fine and imprisonment for the crime of forcibly seizing or representing as a slave any free person with intent to reduce him to slavery. Even in some northern states without personal liberty laws, state officials refused to assist in the return of fugitive slaves.

