Jefferson’s Policies:  

Different or the Same?

1. Alien and Sedition Acts are allowed to expire.  People convicted under the Sedition Act (10) are pardoned and those who paid fines were reimbursed with interest.

2. The whiskey tax is repealed.

3. Hamilton’s financial program is left intact.  National Bank continues, funding of national debt, assumption of state debts continues.

4. Spending of military is lowered, and the army and navy are made smaller.

5. Follows the advice of George Washington to stay neutral with other countries.

6. Migration to Northwest Territory is encouraged as lower down payments are required for pieces of land.

7. Very few Federalists appointed to government positions; those remaining are fired and replaced by Republicans.
“The revolution of 1800...was a revolution in the ideas about how government should run, just like the revolution of 1776 was a revolution in the type of government in America.  This revolution was not caused by violence, but by the voting of American people.  That nation was very clear when it voted in one group (Republicans) and voted out another group (Federalists) in both the Congress and the Presidency.”  --Thomas Jefferson reflects on the election of 1800

“Despite Jefferson’s philosophy and opposition to the views of his predecessors, he made remarkably few changes in the policies of the government during his two terms as President of the United States.  Although he later referred to his election as the ‘revolution of 1800,’ there was little in his inaugural address to substantiate such a view...” –A History of the American People (1952)
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