Louisiana Purchase 

Thomas Jefferson was credited with the Louisiana Purchase made 

in 1803. The purchase doubled the size of the United States.  

The United States bought land from Napoleon for $15 million

(Almost $240 million by today’s standards...is this a bargain?).

Below are the issues and concerns that led to Jefferson’s decisions: 

E) The Louisiana Purchase

	Why the US was interested:

· MORE LAND

· Use of Mississippi River and the Port of New Orleans

· Get France, under Napoleon, out of North America

· People living in overcrowded cities can move west
	Why Napoleon lost interest in a North American empire:

· Needed to concentrate resources on fighting England...and needed influx of cash to do so

· Rebellion against French rule in Santo Domingo (Haiti) resulted in significant French losses


“This treaty must, of course, be laid before both Houses, because both have important functions to exercise respecting it.  They, I presume, will see their duty to their country in ratifying and paying for it, so as to secure a good which would otherwise probably be never again in their power.  But I suppose they must then appeal to the nation for an additional article (amendment) to the Constitution, approving and confirming an act which the nation had not previously authorized.  The Constitution has made no provision for our holding foreign territory, still less for incorporating foreign nations into our Union.  The Executive, in seizing the fugitive occurrence which so much advances the good of their country, have done an act beyond the Constitution.  The Legislature, in casting behind them metaphysical subtleties, and risking themselves like faithful servants, must ratify and pay for it, and throw themselves on their country for doing for them, unauthorized, what we know they would have done for themselves had they been in a situation to do it.”

--Letter from President Jefferson to Senator John Breckinridge (1803)
Effects of Louisiana Purchase:

· Doubles the size of the US

· Added all or part of 13 future states

· Removed French threat

· Promotes a sense of national identity

· Possible extension of slavery to southern planters

· Take over more Native American land

Categories to Look For In Documents 


Public Persuasion 


Crisis Leadership


Economic Management 


Moral Authority 


International Relations 


Administrative Skills 


Relations with Congress 


Vision/Setting an Agenda 


Pursued Equal Justice For All 


Performance Within Context of Times 








