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Ms. Mazzini-Chin 
Text: The Americans
Homework #1: Origins of World War I and America’s decision to Enter WW1 
Read pages: 578-586 

1) Describe how the following factors led to World War I: nationalism, militarism, imperialism, alliances 

2) Why was the death of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria the immediate cause of WW1? 

3) Given these facts, could World War I have been avoided? Explain your answer. 

4) It is April 1917 and you have just been elected as an advisor to President Wilson. He needs your opinion on whether or not the US should go to war with Germany. Write a memo to the President telling him what he should do. In your response, include information on at least one of the following: unrestricted submarine warfare and U-boats, trench warfare, German invasion of Belgium, the sinking of the Lusitania and the Zimmerman note. 

Homework #2: The War at Home Treaty of Versailles 

Read pages: 594-601 

1) Identify/ Define: Homefront, Victory Gardens, Eugene Debs

2)  How did the U.S. economy change during World War I? 

3) What steps were Americans asked to take to support the war? Would you have been willing to give up these necessities? Why or why not? 

4) How did women contribute to the war effort? How did women’s roles in society change during the war? 

5) What steps did the government take to control public opinion during the war? Do you agree with these actions? Why? 
Homework #3: Treaty of Versailles 
Read pages: 604-609 

1) Identify/define: Wilson’s Fourteen Points, Treaty of Versailles, League of Nations 

2) Why might the Treaty of Versailles cause problems in the era after World War I? 

3) If you were in the Senate in 1919, would you have accepted or rejected the Treaty of Versailles? Explain your answer in detail. 

Homework #4: Politics and Presidents of the 1920s 

Read pages: 618-633

1) Identify/define: Prohibition, 18th Amendment, Sacco and Vanzetti 

2) What were the changing economic conditions in this era? How did these changes come about?

3) How did Harding’s presidency affect the politics of the nation? Society? 

4) Describe the Red Scare and its consequences. 

Homework #5: Roaring 20s: Changing Life and Women 

Read pages: 640-651 

1) Identify/Define: New technology, flappers, speakeasies, 19th Amendment

2) How did the invention of the automobile change the way people lived? 

3) How did the booming economy affect the lives of immigrants?
4) How did life change for women? 

Homework #6: 20s Essay 

1) Write a box outline for the following essay: Was the 1920s an era of intolerance or progress? 
*Worksheet will be provided for you. 

Homework #7: Culture of the 20s 

Read pages: 652-667 

1) Identify/define: popular pastimes of the 1920s, renaissance 

2) How does radio change the daily lives of Americans?

3) Why would you consider the Harlem Renaissance a “Renaissance”? 
4) Take the role of one of the artists discussed in this section (writer, poet, musician, painter) and write a speech explaining how your work reflects the values of the 1920s. (2 paragraphs)

Homework #8: The Great Depression 
Read pages 670-683 
1) Identify/define: Economic causes of the Depression, dustbowl, Hoovervilles 

2) Describe the events that led to the Great Depression? 
3) How did the Great Depression affect men, women, and children? 
4) Why were farmers’ lives especially difficult during the Great Depression? 

5) How would you react to the living conditions during this time? What might you do to survive? 
Homework #9: Address of America’s Depression Problems and Legacy 
Read pages: 684-709 

1) Identify/ Define: New Deal, courtpacking 

2) How did Hoover and FDR’s policies differ in dealing with the problems of the Great Depression? 
3) What were some specific legislative changes made by the New Deal? 
4) How did the Court respond to the New Deal legislation? 

5) Did workers and labor unions benefit from the New Deal? Explain your answer. 

Homework #10: Origins of World War II 

Read pages: 734-741 

1) Identify/define: 3 Totalitarian nations of the 1930s (do not just list, describe), US policy of Neutrality 

2) Was Neutrality a successful policy? Why or why not? [Give reasoning]

Homework #11: America’s Response to World War II 
Read pages: 756-763 

1) Identify/define: Pearl Harbor bombing
2) How did American approaches to neutrality change between 1935 and 1941? 

3) How did the attack on Pearl Harbor change America’s role in the war? 
Homework #12: The Homefront and Japanese Internment 

Read pages: 770-774, 796-801  

1) Identify/define: War Production Board (WPB), Women’s Army Corps (WACs), GI Bill of Rights, Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), Korematsu vs. The United States [page 802-803] 

2) What steps did the US take to shift from a peacetime to a wartime economy? 

3) Describe the shifting role of women in the workforce. Provide at least 2 specific examples. 

4) How did the US internment of the Japanese reflect our wartime fears? 

5) Should speech and other rights be limited for National Security? 
Homework #13: The Human Cost of War 

Read pages: 748-755, 787-790 
1) Identify/define: Skapegoat, Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965, McCarran-Walter Act, Manhattan Project, Hiroshima and Nagasaki  
2) You are a soldier in Europe. Write a letter home to your family about the loss of rights and life of Jews during the Holocaust. (½ page)
3) Why were the battles of at Iwo Jima and Okinawa essential for US victory? 
4) How can the events of the St. Louis (ship) relate to Trump’s policy on Muslim immigrants entering the US? [read New York Times article posted on Weebly: “Trump’s Immigration Ban is Illegal”] 

5) Create a T-chart with the arguments for and against Truman dropping the atomic bomb on Japan. Include at least 4 on each side. 

Homework #14: Roots of the Cold War 
Read pages: 808-814

1) Describe the major causes of the Cold War. 

2) What was George Kennan’s containment policy? How did the Truman Doctrine, Marshall Plan, and Berlin airlift aim to “contain” communism? 

3) In your opinion, who was more to blame for the Cold War—the US or the Soviet Union? 

Homework #15: The Cold War Turns Hot 

Read pages: 817-821 

1) Identify: 38th Parallel 

2) Why did the United States go to war to protect South Korea? Do you think that the US should have intervened? 

3) Do you think that MacArthur should have been allowed to expand the war into China? Explain your answer. 

Homework #16: McCarthyism 
Read pages 822-827

1) Identify: a) Joseph McCarthy, b) Julius and Ethel Rosenberg

2) Explain the purpose of HUAC. Why did HUAC make Hollywood a specific target of its investigation?

3) Use Document One to Answer the following question: You are an advisor to the President. Write the President a letter expressing whether or not you believe McCarthy should be removed from office. Include specific details to support your argument. (1/2 page)

Homework #17: 1950s America 
Read pages 849-855

1) Imagine you are living in America in the 1950’s. Write a diary entry discussing what life is like during this time period. Make sure to include information about new businesses, the role of women, and new products that are available to you. (1 page)

Homework #18: Civil Rights Movement
Read pages 908-913

1) Why do you think the Civil Rights movement accelerated following WWII?

2) How did the decision in Brown v. Board of Education and the Montgomery Bus Boycott impact upon the Civil Rights movement?

3) Write a newspaper editorial responding to Governor Faubus ordering the National Guard to surround Central High School. Was Faubus justified or not? Support your argument with specific details. (1/2 page)  

Homework #19: Civil Rights: MLK and Malcom X 
Read pages 920-921, 923-929

1) Explain the importance of each of the following to the Civil Rights movement:

a) March on Washington, DC; b) Civil Rights Act of 1964; c) Freedom Summer d) Kerner Commission.

2) Using documents #1 and #2 from the homework packet, write a dialogue between Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X. In your dialogue discuss the different methods that each leader believes will advance civil rights for African Americans. Discuss at least 3 methods for each. (1 page)

Homework #20: Nixon and Kennedy 
Read pages 876-877, 885-889

1) Do you think the televised debates with Richard Nixon affected the outcome of the election? Explain.

2) How did Kennedy deal with domestic problems he confronted during his presidency? Make sure to discuss his policies in detail. 

Homework #21: Castro and Cuba 
Read pages 879-883

1) Identify: a) Fidel Castro, b) Bay of Pigs invasion.

2) How did the U.S. government react to the Communist takeover of Cuba?

3) How did the U.S. react to Soviet missiles being sent to Cuba? Was America right or wrong in this matter? Explain your answer.

Homework #22: President Johnson’s Great Society 
Read pages 839-843

1) Identify: a) Medicare, b) Immigration Act of 1965.

2) What were the goals of Johnson’s war on poverty?

3) Explain the goals and key programs of Johnson’s Great Society.

4) Did President Johnson actually create a “Great Society”? Explain. 

Homework #23: US Involvement in Vietnam 
Read pages 936-941

1) Identify: a) Ngo Dinh Diem, b) Vietcong, d) Ho Chi Minh

2) How did President Kennedy increase the U.S.’s involvement in Vietnam’s civil war in the early 1960’s?

3) Was the Tonkin Gulf Resolution a turning point in the war?

4) Use Document #3 from the homework packet to answer the following question: Should the U.S. have gotten involved in Vietnam? Why or why not?

Homework #24: Vietnam War 
Read pages 948-956

1) Why was the draft during the Vietnam War unfair?

2) What role do you think television coverage of the Tet Offensive played in shaping American views toward the Vietnam War?

3) Use Document #4 from the homework packet to answer following question: Write an editorial about the protest movement during the Vietnam War. Discuss the people involved, their reasons for opposing the war, and whether or not you believe their reasons are justified. (3/4 page)

Homework #25: Equal Rights for Women 
Read pages 982-9

1) Define: feminism.

2) Identify: National Organization for Women.

3) How did women’s role in society change as a result of the women’s movement?

4) What is the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA)? Do you think this would be beneficial for women?   Why or why not?

Homework #26: Nixon’s Policies 
Read pages 1000-1007

1) How did President Nixon reverse the civil rights gains made during Johnson’s Presidency?

2) You are a journalist in the 1970’s. Write an article about Nixon’s policy of détente and the changes in the United States’ relationships with China and Russia. (1 page)

Homework #27 : Nixon and Watergate 
Read pages 1008-1013

1) Identify: a) Committee to Re-Elect the President (CREEP), b) Saturday Night Massacre.

3) Write a letter to President Nixon as though you are a citizen at the time of the Watergate scandal. Should Nixon resign or stay in office? Explain your answer using specific examples from the reading to justify your stance. (1/2 page)

Homework #28: President Carter and the Middle East 
Read pages 1018-1023

1) Describe the economic and energy crisis that occurred during Carter’s presidency.

2) How did Carter use moral principles to shape his foreign policy?

3) Were Carter’s Middle East policies successful? Explain your answer.

Homework #29: Reaganomics 
Read pages 1040-1044

1) Identify: a) Reaganomics, b) Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI).

2) How did Reagan’s economic policies both help and hurt the economy?

3) How did the nation become more conservative in the 1980’s?

Homework #30: US Involvement in Middle East 
Read pages 1058-1061

1) Identify: Operation Desert Storm.

2) Describe the Iran Contra scandal.

3) Write an editorial discussing whether or not the U.S. should have been involved in the Middle East in the 1980’s and early 1990’s. Include observations on how these policies might affect the U.S. in the “future.” (1 page)  

