DOCUMENT #1 EMPLOYMENT and BIG BUSINESS
How did employment change? What economic support did Big Business gain?
A. The Assembly Line and the Automobile
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“The industry of this country could not exist if factories went back to the 10-hour day, because the people would not have the time to consume the goods produced. For instance, a workman would have little use for an automobile if he had to be in the shops all day. Then, the automobile, by helping people get around quickly and easily, gives them a chance to find out what is going on in the world - which leads them to a larger life that requires more food, more and better goods, more books, more music - more of everything! Traveling is great, there is more to learn in this country than there is abroad (overseas). Just as the 8-hour day opened our way to success and wealth, so the 5-day week will open our way to a still greater success and wealth.” 
-Henry Ford, 1926

The Runabout
Black, steel body, large 

compartment under trunk. Weather proof side doors.  
Four tires and wind shield wiper. 

Balloon tires, $25 extra.  

$260 total!
Chart I Gross Domestic Product; 

Chart II Employment (WPA = Works Progress Administration of 1930s)
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B. Women in the workplace  

(Source: Women and Gender, Sumner)
In the 1920s women composed 23.6% of the labor force. During WWI, when men were at war, women took the place of men at their jobs. Many jobs were dangerous and “men’s jobs.” 

These jobs included: 

· Worked as conductors of trams or buses

· Worked on farms

· In engineering

· In highly dangerous munitions industries

· High demand for women to do heavy lifting such as unloading coal, stocking furnaces and building ships. 

After WWI more jobs became open for women, yet they were different than during the war jobs. These jobs included teachers, secretaries, typists, nurses, seamstresses. Even though men came back from the war, women continued in the workforce (though, not in as great of numbers as post WWII)
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Increase in women in the workforce, 1920s.  (Source: threadforthought.com)
    Women working in a factory producing airplane engine parts for the war effort, 1918.
C. Economics and Big Business
· 1913 Pres. Wilson set an income tax of 1% on incomes above $3,000 and applied surcharges between 2% and 7% on income from $20,000 to $500,000. In 1914 the top tax rate was 7%, in 1916 it was 15%, in 1916 it was 67%, in 1917 it rose further to 77%. The top rate eventually fell to a low of 24% in 1929 but steadily increased again over the following decades. So, for the 1920s, American government was making good tax money.

· Stock Market Boom! Businesses are booming – making cars, getting oil, etc…executive salaries ballooned to extravagant levels, widening the gap between management and the workers. Wall Street and the Banks grew fat on the fees involved in private equity buyouts and corporate mergers and paid large christmas bonuses to their staff. Business ethics collapsed and corruption was widespread at high levels in politics and business, leading to some high profile trials. One of these was the Doheny oil lease corruption scandal. These were all signs that the boom times were about to end. 

D. Teapot Dome Scandal/Senate Increases Power
On April, 1922, Wyoming Democratic Senator John Kendrick introduced a resolution that set in motion one of the most significant investigations in Senate history. On the previous day, the Wall Street Journal had reported an unprecedented secret arrangement in which the secretary of the Interior, without competitive bidding, had leased the U.S. naval petroleum reserve at Wyoming's Teapot Dome to a private oil company. Wisconsin Republican Senator Robert La Follette arranged for the Senate Committee on Public Lands to investigate the matter. His suspicions deepened after someone ransacked his quarters in the Senate Office Building. Expecting this to be a tedious and probably futile inquiry, the committee's Republican leadership allowed the panel's most junior minority member, Montana Democrat Thomas Walsh, to chair the panel.  Preeminent among the many difficult questions facing him was, "How did Interior Secretary Albert Fall get so rich so quickly?"
Eventually, the investigation uncovered Secretary Fall's shady dealings and Senator Walsh became a national hero; Fall would end up as the first former cabinet officer to go to prison. This and a subsequent Senate inquiry triggered several court cases testing the extent of the Senate's investigative powers. One of those cases resulted in the landmark 1927 Supreme Court decision McGrain v. Daugherty that, for the first time, explicitly established Congress' right to compel witnesses to testify before its committees.
DOCUMENT #2  RECREATION and LEISURE TIME
How did people spend their free time? Why did they have free time? 
A. Background
By 1925, 40% of workers in the United States earned at least $2,000 annually – which would adequately if not extravagantly support a family of four – and many enjoyed shortened workweeks, which allowed them to partake in a vast array of leisure activities. 

B. Sports, Babe Ruth and Baseball!
Sports heroes – radio, newspapers, and newsreels told about their accomplishments. Many Americans admired them and identified with them. 
Babe Ruth signs with the New York Yankees for $125,000 and bonuses. 
[image: image6.png]


“...and no player has held onto the nation's affection longer, George Herman 'Babe' Ruth - mixed a batsman’s his serious look on the field and a happy-go-lucky lifestyle - tops a USA TODAY reader’s poll as the greatest sports star of all time.”    -Mel Antonen
“... I've seen them; kids, men, women, worshippers all, hoping to get his name on a piece of paper…He never let them down; not once. He was the greatest crowd pleaser of them all.”   -Waite Hoyt, teammate
“Sometimes I still can't believe what I saw,” said Harry Hooper, a Boston teammate of Ruth’s, “This 19-year-old kid, poorly educated, slowly made into the idol of American youth and the symbol of baseball the world over - a man loved by more people and with an intensity of feeling that probably has never been equaled before or since.”    –Branch Rickey, ex-Manager of Brooklyn Dodgers
“He wasn’t a baseball player. He was a worldwide celebrity, an international star, the likes of which baseball has never seen since.”   -Broadcaster E. Harwell
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                                   Bike Riding
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C. Bowling and Bikes
The Jensen Recreation Center (on Sunset Boulevard, LA, Cali.) was built by Henry Christian Jensen in 1924. It was one of several buildings constructed by Jensen in the course of a decade. Jensen was a German immigrant that made his fortune making bricks for the rapidly growing city of early 20th century Los Angeles. His business ventures often combined shopping and entertainment and were predecessors to today’s shopping malls or entertainment complexes.
C. Movies Very popular in the 1920s, sound was added to movies in 1927, then ticket sales increased even more. New national idols were made; people wanted someone to look up to after the trauma of WWI (ex. Rudolf Valentino)
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This film (image left), Zorro, was exciting and action packed!  People watched movies in their free time.  It became an important part of American culture. 
Battleship Potemkin, an account of a great Russian naval mutiny and a resulting street demonstration which brought on a police massacre.
The Jazz Singer, the son of a Jewish Cantor must defy his father in order to pursue his dream of becoming a jazz singer.
First Academy Awards (1929)

The first Academy Awards ceremony was held on May 16th, 1929. It was a quiet affair compared to the glamor and glitz that accompany the ceremonies of today. Two hundred and fifty people attended the black-tie banquet that evening in the Blossom Room of Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel. Emil Jannings, the winner for best actor, had decided to go back to his home in Germany before the ceremony. Before he left for his trip, Jannings was handed the very first Academy Award. 
· Award winners were announced three months in advance of the banquet.  All nominees received ‘Honorable Mention’ certificates.

· The attendance was 250 and tickets cost $10.

· For the only time, separate awards for Best Picture are given – for “Production” and “Unique and Artistic Picture.” Separate awards are also given in directing, for comedy and drama. 

DOCUMENT #3 INVENTIONS and TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS 
Which changes were most important? 

What areas were these changes made in? (Health? Luxury? ???)

Radio






Sewage Treatment
[image: image10.jpg]THE AMERICAN CITY

3 P

S e
GITY OF DETROIT | 4
W. | SEWER  DIVISION

THE SECO PORTABLE PUMPING APPARATUS

LEANING sewer catch basins for the
City of Detroit,

At a marked reduction in cost and accom-
plishing the work 3 to 4 times faster than
any other method,

In a clean and sanitary manner, safe-
guarding the health of the City.

Mounted on Special Kelly-Springfield
Chassis.

Let us tell you more about it.

Write for full information_and_catalogue

THE SPRINGFIELD ENGINEERING COMPANY
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO

s When writng to Advertsces plase mention Ts Awsaican Cirv




[image: image3.png]



Frozen Food
Birdseye got his patent for the Birdseye system; a system which packed dressed fish, meat, or vegetables in waxed-cardboard cartons and froze them at extremely high pressures. He learned this concept from watching Native Peoples in the North use ice and temperature to preserve food. Birdseye served in the Department of Agriculture…
1920s Technology and Business Advancements!
· Overseas (Transatlantic) phone service established (New York to London) 

· First US aircraft carrier built; two US Army planes complete flight around world (35 days); first passenger plane service begins!  

· Trojan brand condoms invented

· Band-Aid bandages; Celluwipes (later Kleenex) disposable handkerchiefs = tissues!

· First presidential radio broadcast; first radio advertisements Broadcast out of New York City; Americans now own 2.5 million radios; First regular television programs begin broadcasting; electronic jukeboxes; car radio. 

· Maytag washing machine; refrigerator sales hit 75,000; electric toaster (Toastmaster);       
· Air-conditioned building; mechanical cotton picker; 
· Packaged potato chip made; deep-freeze process for cooked foods (Birdseye) – frozen vegetables; bubble gum created.

· Color film process for the movies.

· Cigarette manufacture reaches 82.2 billion; manufacturers advertise to women smokers: "Blow some my way." 

· Tetanus vaccine; Penicillin's antibiotic properties discovered by Alexander Fleming; pap smear test for detection of cervical cancer, tuberculosis vaccine 

· General Motors introduces a credit system for purchasing cars; Ford plants introduce 8 hr. day, 5 day week.
· 1/3 of all jobs are now in the service, sales, and finance sectors.

Major Events in Science, Technology and Business in the 1920s

1920

· Transcontinental airmail service begins between New York and San Francisco. 

· Commercial radio broadcasts begin with election results broadcast by KDKA in Pittsburgh. 

· International Telephone & Telegraph Co. (ITT) founded. 

· Federal Power Commission formed. 

· Railroad Labor Board established. 

· The American Farm Bureau Federation founded. 

· Products and inventions: Baby Ruth chocolate bar, Good Humor ice cream bar, Trojan brand condoms. 

1921 

· World Series first broadcast over radio. 

· 1.5 million automobiles produced; 10.5 million registered in country. 

· Ford controls 55% of the automobile industry. 

· Harding initiates a tariff aimed at agricultural imports in an effort to alleviate farm depression; domestic overproduction continues to decrease prices and farm prices fall to prewar levels. 

· Heart disease is number one cause of death. 

· Rorschach test introduced. 

· Despite being illegal in 14 states, with anti-cigarette laws being reviewed in 28 more states, cigarette consumption climbs to 43 billion. 

· Betty Crocker created by the Washburn, Crosby Co. as part of a promotional campaign for Gold Medal Flour. 

· Products and inventions: Leaded gasoline, Chanel No. 5, Drano, Mounds bar, packaged potato chip, Band-Aid bandages, iodized salt, polygraph (lie detector), Eskimo Pie
1922 
· 600,000 coal miners, members of United Mine Workers AFL strike to resist wage cuts for six months; industry crippled; employers' response is cutthroat competition. 400,000 railroad workers strike against wage cuts; government intervention causes the strikes to collapse. Part of a larger decline of the union movement; by the end of the year, unions no longer play a role in heavy industries. 

· Hawaiin Pineapple Co. (Dole) buys a 90,000 Hawaiian island for the purpose of pineapple production, making it the largest pineapple company in the world. 

· First US aircraft carrier built. 

· First presidential radio broadcast by Harding (Baltimore). 

· Ford buys Lincoln. 

· Kellogg Co. (formerly Battle Creek Toasted Corn Flake) established; introduced Pep breakfast food. 
Campbell Soup Co. founded (formerly Joseph Campbell Co.) 

· First radio advertisements broadcast on WEAF (later WNBC) out of New York City. 

· Products and inventions: metal monoplane, mechanical telephone switchboard, Maytag Gyrofoam washing machine (predecessor to modern washing machines), Technicolor film process (Herbert Kalmus), insulin isolated (Banting and Best), vitamin D isolated (MCCollum), Deusenberg Model A luxury car. 
1923 
· Despite national economic recovery, agriculture remains very depressed. 

· US Steel reduces work day to 8 hours (from 12). 

· Time magazine launched by Henry R. Luce and Briton Hadden. 

· Warner Bros. Pictures founded. 

· Young & Rubicam ad agency goes into business. 

· First non-stop transcontinental flight (New York to San Diego). 

· Arthur Compton discovers the photon. 

· 10 car makers sell 90% of cars (out of 108 companies); 13 million cars on the road.
· Products and inventions: ethyl gasoline, balloon tires, Maidenform brassieres, Butterfigner candy bar, 
Milky Way candy bar, tetanus vaccine (Gaston Ramon, Fr.), diaphragm contraceptive, annual model style changes on cars (eventually forces 33 car manufacturers out of business by 1935), scarlet fever antitoxin 

1924 
· Two US Army planes complete flight around world (35 days). 

· JC Penney opens 500th store (Hamilton, MO). 

· Chrysler Motors begins operations. 

· IBM (International Business Machines) founded by Thomas J. Watson. 

· Sak's Fifth Avenue opens. 

· Commercial transcontinental air passenger service begins. 

· Simon & Schuster founded (publishing house). 

· Americans now own 2.5 million radios; only 30% of them bake bread at home, compared to 70% in 1910. 

· Model T price falls to $290; 2 million Model T's made; more than half of all cars in the world are T's. 

· Products and inventions: cellophane (DuPont), electric shaver introduced (Schick), diesel electric locomotive, electric portable stethoscope, chemical pesticides, Celluwipes (later Kleenex) disposable handkerchiefs, Wheaties (Washburn, Crosby Co), cellulose acetate film (takes place of celluloid film, which is highly flammable) (Kodak) 
1925 
· General Motors introduces a credit system for purchasing cars whose emphasis is on style and options, part of a broad trend towards manufacturing desire into a product's appeal. 

· Ford introduces 8-hour day, 5-day work week. 

· National Air Transport, Inc., precursor to United Air Lines, founded. 

· 80% of cars sold in US are Chryslers, Fords, and GM models. 

· Viking Press founded. 

· Wilson Dam (Tennessee River, AL) completed. 

· Robert A. Millikan discovers cosmic rays. 

· Refrigerator sales hit 75,000. 

· Cigarette manufacture reaches 82.2 billion; Liggett & Meyers, manufacturers of Chesterfield, advertise to women smokers with "Blow some my way." 

· Products and inventions: dry ice, embossed inlaid linoleum, "Scotch tape" brand name coined after a customer points out a manufacturing gaffe and tells a salesman, "take this tape back to those Scotch bosses of yours," deep-freeze process for cooked foods (Birdseye), Leica camera (E. Leitz, GmbH, Germany), synthetic rubber (Nieuwland), introduced by DuPont in 1931 

1926 

· National Broadcasting Co. (NBC) begins broadcasting. 
· Pontiac cars introduced by GM. 
· Ford plants introduce 8 hr. day, 5 day work week. 
· Byrd and Bennett fly over North Pole. 
· Robert Goddard launches first liquid fuel rocket. 
· The Theory of the Gene by Thomas Morgan, Microbe Hunters by Paul de Kruif 
· Products and inventions: electric toaster (Toastmaster), household refrigerator (Electrolux), first motion picture with sound demonstrated, "permanent" hair style (Buzzacchino), terms "zippers" coined for slide fasteners, canned ham (Hormel), Chicken of the Sea brand tuna (Van Camp Sea Food) 
1927 
· Transatlantic phone service established (New York to London) 

· Columbia Broadcasting System (CBS) founded. 

· Lockheed Aircraft Corp. founded. 

· Pan American Airways founded 

· Last Model T, #15 million, leaves the assembly line. 

· Werner Heisenberg announces his uncertainty principle, which says that physical variables cannot be measured accurately because the measuring process interferes with the results. 

· "Peking Man," human fossil remains dating back to 400,000 BC are found. 

· Products and inventions: Cessna cantilever plane, iron lung respirator (Philip Drinker), automatic record changer on phonograph, television demonstrated for first time, mechanical cotton picker (not marketed until 1949), Dymaxion prefabricated house (R. Buckminster Fuller), homogenized milk (Borden), beginnings of Gerber Baby Foods, Hostess Cakes and Wonder Bread (Continental Baking), Lender's Bagels, electronic jukeboxes 
1928 

· Colgate-Palmolive-Peet founded through merger. 

· Sears Roebuck opens retail store. 

· First regular television programs begin broadcasting on WGY in Schenectady, NY. 

· Penicillin's antibiotic properties discovered by Alexander Fleming. 

· Products and inventions: air-conditioned building, differential analyzer (early analog computer), autogiro (helicopter), pap smear test for detection of cervical cancer, tuberculosis vaccine, bubble gum (Fleer's Dubble Bubble), inexpensive strained baby foods (Gerber), Rice Krispies (Kellogg), hydrogenated and homogenized peanut butter (Peter Pan Peanut Butter), broccoli introduced to US from Italy 
1929 

· 1/3 of all jobs are now in the service, sales, and finance sectors. 

· 4.8 million cars produced; 26.5 million registered. 

· Automobile manufacture comprises 13% of all manufactured goods. 

· On average, women make 57 cents for men's $1. 

· 36,000 wealthiest families make the equivalent income of the 12 million poorest families. 

· Installment buying dominates as method of purchase for large appliances, cars, and furnishings. 

· General Foods, General Mills formed by mergers. 

· Business Week begins publication. 

· Howard Johnson restaurant opens in MA. 

· Delta Airlines starts service. 

· Richard Byrd and Bernt Balchen fly over the South Pole. 

· History of Experimental Psychology by Edwin G. Boring. 

· Products and inventions: tape recorder (Louis Blattner, German), car radio (Paul Galvin, who founds Motorola Co.), the yo-yo (Duncan), Lithiated Lemon soft drink (later 7-Up), color television demonstrated, station wagon (Ford).
Thematic Essay Writing…Boo!!!!!!!!!
ESSAY  Be sure to write a clear thesis, prove your thesis using examples and explanations (be specific; explain the how and why!), and make sure your essay answers the question.  Start your essay with an introduction, ending in your thesis statement.  Use your body paragraphs to prove your thesis with explanations and examples.  Write a conclusion that summarizes your answer, generally.  Write clearly and check to see that each paragraph answers/ties into the essay question!

How did technology and business advances in the 1920s reflect the societal changes of this time period?

· Discuss four examples of technological or business advances of the 1920s.

· Explain how these advances changed society (culture, beliefs, how Americans spent their time…).
Activity: 

Create a T-Chart of the advances that happened in the 1920s on one side and the way such advances changed society and culture of that time period.

	Advances
	Changes to society/culture
	Describe the change – positive or negative? Why? 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


(a) Start introducing your essay topic – topic sentence!
(b) Then begin to rephrase the essay question = use parts of the question in your answer (thesis); answer the essay question, use details that will help you to organize your body paragraphs.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
You have just completed your introduction paragraph!  Now that you have your strong thesis you must write your first body paragraph.  This is where you must include examples, HOW? and WHY?, and words that will give the proof you need to show that your thesis statement is true! Be sure to add at least one document to your paragraph.  Write your first body paragraph in your notebook!
Aim: How did technology and business affect the economy and society in the 1920s?  
Motivation: 
My sister she works in the laundry, 
My father sells bootlegger gin, 
My mother she takes in the washing, 
My God! How the money rolls in!
(1) How does this poem reflect the changes of the 1920s era?
Advertisements – How did they reflect the 1920’s modern changes to society? Culture?
Vocab

Society/Culture
Modernism – questioning of social conventions and traditional authorities as a result of accelerating changes in the 20th century life. 

Ex. H.L. Mencken – “Bad Boy of Baltimore”  - critic, promoting modernist causes in politics and literature; wrote for Baltimore Sun, assailed marriage, patriotism, democracy, prohibition, American “booboisie!” – said we lost the fine arts…had hypocritical do-gooders!
Harlem Renaissance – exulted in black culture, argued for a “New Negro” who was a full citizen and a social equal to whites. 
Langston Hughes – African American poet and writer
Jazz
Black Migration
Blackface – white actors slowly take over the southern black minstrel show during the 19th century. Al Jolson – Jewish blackface performer found acceptance through impersonating black people.
Marcus Garvey (1887-1940) – founder United Negro Improvement Association, advocated a constitution to protect the rights of Black Americans. 
Hemingway, Fitzgerald, and other American writers and painters formed the “Lost Generation” as expatriates in postwar Europe.
Lucky Lindy – Charles Lindenbergh (1902-1974) solo flight across Atlantic, celebrity and media hero. (yet, later – anti-Semitic comments, anti-WWI entering)
Economics

Secretary Andrew Mellon’s (Secretary of Treasury, 1921-1932) tax policies – favored rapid expansion of capital investment.
Henry Ford – Assembly Line; could be affordable for the working person. U.S. had massive, rapid increase in purchase of cars compared to all other westernized nations…due to – subsidies (for oil, artificially chap gas) and infrastructure (interstate highways, bridges)
Wall Street Bull Market – stock exchange, speculation – boom-or-bust trading, buying stocks “on margin” – with a small down payment, Calvin Coolidge hands-off policies are good for big business.
Esch-Cummins Act (1920) – Control of the railroad industry was returned to private companies. Unions had offered the Plumb Plan which would have allowed the government to purchase the RRs. Management of the industry would comprise government officials, railway employees, and railway operators…Congress rejected the plan. 
Tea Pot Dome Scandal – an affair that involved priceless naval oil reserves at Teapot Dome (Wyoming) and Elk Hills (Cali.) In 1921 the slippery secretary of the interior, Albert B. Fall, induced his careless colleague, the secretary of the navy, to transfer these valuable properties to the Interior Department. Harding indiscreetly signed the secret order. Fall then quietly leased the lands to oilmen (for a bribe).
Essential Questions: (Summary and Application)
(1) What changes did the Post-WWI era bring? 
(2) How did the new technology influence mass culture?
(3) How did the expectations of Americans change? 
(4) Which financial decisions would have long-term consequences for the American economy?
(5) Which changes were revolutionary? Why?
Common Core – pull meaning out of primary and secondary sources; apply material to writing skills; 
