ELECTORAL COLLEGE
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The Framers were wary of giving the people the power to directly elect the President — some felt the citizenry too beholden to local interests, too easily duped by promises or shenanigans, or simply because a national election, in the time of oil lamps and quill pens, was just impractical. 

Some proposals gave the power to the Congress, but this did not sit well with those who wanted to see true separation of the branches of the new government. The Electoral College was the compromise that the Constitutional Convention reached. 

A. HOW DOES IT WORK?
	Tuesday in Nov. 

THE PEOPLE VOTE

Each state is given a number of electoral votes “equal to the whole Number of Senators and Representatives to which the State may be entitled in the Congress” The District of Columbia is also allocated 3 electoral votes. 

On election day, voters are actually voting for Electoral College members who promise to vote for the candidates of their respective political parties. In all but two states the party with the greatest number of votes receives all the electoral votes for that state, even if no candidate gets a majority. 

In order to win, a candidate must receive 270 votes, one more than half of the total of 538 electoral votes. 
	Dec. 15th

THE ELECTORS VOTE

The electors will meet in Washington to have their votes counted.  A list of each name and the number of votes will be signed and certified and sent to the President of the Senate. Then, in front of a joint session of Congress, the President of the Senate opens the vote counts from each state. These are totaled, and the President is the person with the most votes, if the count is a majority. 


	January 20th

PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION

The new president is sworn at the foot of the capitol building by the Supreme Court Chief Justice.
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"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the office of President of the United States, and will to the best of my ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States." 

	Notes
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	Notes


B.  A Series of Unusual Events!
Election of 1800: The vote was broken by the House of Representatives between Thomas Jefferson and Aaron Burr who had an equal number of electoral votes (73). John Adams had 65 electoral votes as the incumbent.  The House of Representatives broke the tie, electing Jefferson.  

Election of 1824: Defeat of the Most Popular Candidate!

Election of 1912: Three-way Race!
	Candidate
	Popular Vote
	Electoral Vote

	Andrew Jackson
	153,544
	99

	John Quincy Adams
	108,740
	88

	William H. Crawford
	46,618
	41

	Henry Clay
	47,136
	37


	Candidate
	Popular Vote
	Electoral Vote

	Woodrow Wilson
	6,296,547
	435

	Theodore Roosevelt
	4,118,571
	88

	William H. Taft
	3,486,720
	8


Election of 2000: Defeat of the More Popular Candidate

	Candidate
	Popular Vote 
	Electoral Vote

	Albert Gore Jr.
	50,996,116
	266

	George W. Bush
	50,456,169
	271


C. In Case there is NO WINNER?

If there was a tie, then the members of the House of Representatives immediately take a vote and that winner was the President. If there was no tie, and no majority, then the top five vote-getters were voted on by the House as above. When the vote devolved to the House, two-thirds of all states must have had at least one Representative present for the vote to proceed. The Representatives present from each state voted as a single state. The winner had to win by a majority of the states.

D. What is the deal with these “electors”?

• No constitutional provision or federal law requires electors to vote in accordance with the popular vote in their state. But some state laws provide that so-called faithless electors be subject to fines or be disqualified for casting an invalid vote and be replaced by a substitute elector. The U.S. Supreme Court has not specifically ruled on the question of whether pledges and penalties for failure to vote as pledged may be enforced under the Constitution. No elector has ever been prosecuted for failing to vote as pledged.

• Today it is rare for electors to disregard the popular vote by casting their electoral vote for someone other than their party's candidate. 
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E. PLAN A STRATEGY 
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F. PROS AND CONS

Opponents of the Electoral College point to Bush as a reason to get rid of the current system — he’s president even though he lost the popular vote. Since the distribution of electoral votes tends to over-represent people in rural states, opponents argue that the system fails to accurately reflect the popular will. This over-representation occurs because a state’s electors are based upon the number of representatives it has in the House (determined by population) plus the number of representatives it has in the Senate (two, no matter the state’s population, giving more weight to small states.) Some argue that the winner-take-all mechanism in 48 states discourages independent or third party candidates from running because it would be difficult for them to get many electoral votes. 


Proponents of the Electoral College system like the fact that a president must have a wide geographic distribution of support to win, believing this contributes to the cohesiveness of the country. They think the College helps minority interests because their votes could make a difference in the state, whereas the national popular majority would probably dilute them in a direct election. Some like that the Electoral College encourages a two-party system, because it forces candidates to move to the center of public opinion to get elected. In a direct election dozens of political parties, many with extreme, fringe ideas, would be encouraged to crop up to prevent a candidate from winning a popular majority. One of these parties could win the run-off and we would have more radical changes in policies from one administration to the next. 


After the 2000 election, there was a lot of talk about doing away with this system, but it's unlikely this will happen anytime soon. To do so, we would need an amendment to the Constitution, which requires a two-thirds vote from Congress and then ratification by three-fourths of the states for it to become law. Small, rural states probably wouldn't support any such amendment because it would give them less of a voice. 


In the end, the system works pretty well. For the past two hundred years, the Electoral College has picked a president, most of the time without incident. While not without its faults, the College has withstood the test of time, allowing peaceful elections to continue through tumultuous world wars, the civil rights struggle and economic depressions. It’s a testament to the founding fathers' foresight that this ancient system of compromise continues to thrive.  

TASK: Create a T-Chart and bullet point the pros and cons of the 
Today's Polls- Using this information, make a campaign strategy for the final month…Where do you go if you are Obama and McCain?  Where do you not go if you are Obama and McCain?















































