DOCUMENT #1 Immigration

(A) Literacy Tests and “Asiatic Barred Zone”
In 1917, the U.S. Congress enacted the first widely restrictive immigration law. The uncertainty generated over national security during World War I made it possible for Congress to pass this Act, and it included several important provisions that paved the way for the 1924 Act. 

· The 1917 Act implemented a literacy test that required immigrants over 16 years old to demonstrate basic reading comprehension in any language. It also increased the tax paid by new immigrants upon arrival and allowed immigration officials to exercise more discretion in making decisions over whom to exclude. 

· The Act excluded from entry anyone born in a geographically defined “Asiatic Barred Zone” except for Japanese and Filipinos. In 1907, the Japanese Government had voluntarily limited Japanese immigration to the U.S. in the Gentlemen’s Agreement. The Philippines was an American colony, so its citizens were American nationals and could travel freely to the United States. 

· China was not included in the Barred Zone, but the Chinese were already denied immigration visas under the Chinese Exclusion Act.

(B) Immigration Quotas
The literacy test alone was not enough to prevent most potential immigrants from entering, so members of Congress sought a new way to restrict immigration in the 1920s. Immigration expert and Republican Senator from Vermont William P. Dillingham introduced a measure to create immigration quotas, which he set at three percent of the total population of the foreign-born of each nationality in the United States as recorded in the 1910 census. This put the total number of visas available each year to new immigrants at 350,000. It did not, however, establish quotas of any kind for residents of the Western Hemisphere. President Wilson opposed the restrictive act, preferring a more liberal immigration policy, so he used the pocket veto to prevent its passage. In early 1921, the newly inaugurated President Warren Harding called Congress back to a special session to pass the law. In 1922, the act was renewed for another two years.

https://history.state.gov/milestones/1921-1936/immigration-act

(C) The Immigration Act of 1924 (The Johnson-Reed Act)

The Immigration Act of 1924 limited the number of immigrants allowed entry into the United States through a national origins quota. The quota provided immigration visas to two percent of the total number of people of each nationality in the United States as of the 1890 national census. It completely excluded immigrants from Asia.

An Excerpt from the Act: 
Non-Quota Immigrants. 

Sec. 4. When used in this Act the term ''non-quota immigrant'' means— 

(a) An immigrant who is the unmarried child under 18 years of age, or the wife, of a citizen of the United States who resides therein at the time of the filing of a petition under section 9; 

(b) An immigrant previously lawfully admitted to the United States, who is returning from a temporary visit abroad; 

(c) An immigrant who was born in the Dominion of Canada, Newfoundland, the Republic of Mexico, the Republic of Cuba, the Republic of Haiti, the Dominican Republic, the Canal Zone, or an independent country of Central or South America, and his wife, and his unmarried children under 18 years of age, if accompanying or following to join him; 

(d) An immigrant who continuously for at least two years immediately preceding the time of his application for admission to the United States has been, and who seeks to enter the United States solely for the purpose of, carrying on the vocation of minister of any religious denomination, or professor, or a college, academy, seminary, or university; and his wife, and his unmarried children under 18 years of age; if accompanying or following to join him; or 

(e) An immigrant who is a bona fide student at least 15 years of age and who seeks to enter the United States solely for the purpose of study at an accredited school, college, academy, seminary, or university, particularly designated by him and approved by the Secretary of Labor, which shall have agreed to report to the Secretary of Labor the termination of attendance of each immigrant student, and if any such institution of learning fails to make such reports promptly the approval shall be withdrawn. 
* Chart of back of sheet…

DOCUMENT #3  Nativism: Red Scare and Communism

A. The Red Scare
(1) Newspaper Headlines

1917-1918
Violent Communist Revolution Sweeps Russia-Reds Predict World Revolution Led By Workers

1919

Workers Strikes Break Out Across US

1919
Reports Claim Communists Number 100,000 in U.S. With More Entering Each Day Among Immigrants

Apr. 9,1919 
House of Anti-Communist Mayor of Seattle is Bombed; Device Placed in Mailbox

Apr. 10,1919 
Bomb Blows Hands Off Georgia Senator's Maid- Senator Favored Keeping Reds Out of U.S.

Apr. 11, 1919 
16 Bombs Addressed to World Leaders Found In New York Office

May 5, 1919 
U.S. Attorney General Palmer's House Bombed- Commie Newspaper Found Near Scene

B. Palmer Raids 

(1) “I have organized a series of nation-wide raids to capture as many suspected communists as possible. As of this date, my agents have arrested nearly 6, 000 people. Most have been sent back to the countries from which they came. Those United States citizens suspected of communist activities have been handed over to state authorities. My information showed that there were thousands of foreigners in this country who were working with the Russians. The fire of revolution threatens to sweep over the United States. A small group of outcasts are attempting to do in this country what has been done in Russia. This would rob America of everything it has and replace it with communism. Every scrap of literature that the communists print talks of overthrowing our government. The whole purpose of communism appears to be the destruction of all that we cherish; these criminals want property that they have not earned, they want to take over everything regardless of anyone's rights.”      - Attorney General Palmer's Reaction

(2) “The Attorney General seems to be seeing Red wherever he looks. He is capturing every radical in the country. Every man who hopes for a better world is in danger of being sent out of the country by the Attorney General. All of these actions are un-American. If a man wants to speak out about his beliefs, whatever they are, then he can as long as he follows lawful, orderly, constitutional methods. If he is a socialist or an anarchist and he only speaks about his beliefs, but does not preach violence, then he is not doing any harm.”
- Newspaper Editor William Allen White Speaks Out Against the Red Scare (1922)

C. Sacco and Vanzetti
In April 1920, at South Braintree, MA, two men shot and killed a factory paymaster and his guard and stole their payroll. Police arrested two immigrants, Nicola Sacco, a shoemaker, and Bartolomeo Vanzetti, a fish peddler. Both men were carrying guns at the time of their arrest. They were convicted and sentenced to death in spite of the fact that they both claimed they were innocent until they were executed in 1927.

(1) “This is what I say: I would not wish to a dog or a snake, to the most low or misfortunate creature on the earth - I would not wish to any of them what I have had to suffer for things that I am not guilty of.  I am not only innocent…but in all my life I have never stolen, never killed, never spilled blood....But my conviction is that I have suffered for things I am guilty of.  I am suffering because I am a radical and indeed I am a radical; I have suffered because I was an Italian, and indeed I am an Italian...but I am so convinced to be right that if could execute me two times, and if I could be reborn two other times, I would live again to do what I have done already.”




 - Bartolomeo Vanzetti, 1927

(2) Headliner

“All the News That’s Fit to Print”  

The New York Times    
               The Weather









                   Cloudy with probable   

                                                                                                                                  showers…
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        Two Cents …
SACCO AND VANZETTI PUT TO DEATH EARLY THIS MORNING; GOVERNOR FULLER REJECTS LAST-MINUTE PREAS FOR DELAY AFTER A DAY OF LEGAL MOVES AND DEMONSTRATIONS

[image: image1.png]How and What to tell a
COMMUNIST

Don't look for physicul differences when you try
to spot a Communist, Communists are all kinds

of people in all walks of life and of all ruces

A Commmnist Is anyooe who belioves in the Rus-
sian swvtems of government, whorchy those who
govern own everything and control ol the activ-
ities of oll the people.

A Communist is Joyal only to Soviet Russia. As
a member of the Communist Party he (s dedi-
cated for life to the protection of the USSR,
and to the establishment of Communism through-

out the world,

A Communist will usually deny that he is a Com-
munist. There are many Communists who are not
in reality card-carrying members of the party,

But both types of Communists carry on tho same

work, although the second type cannot Jet it be
known that he is a member. His real value to the
party s in indoctrinating thoso unsuspecting
poople in key positions with government agencies,
schools, unions and churches with Communistic

philosophies,

When a Communist goes to work on you tell him
that you are on to him and his dirty game

Tell him, further, that you think it your patriotic
duty to make his activities known to others and
to the police.

Tell him that you know no tactics are too low for
a Communist: lying, cheating, betrayal, ruin and
even murder. But bo sure to tell him, too, that
America is on the alert and that his scheme for
world domination Is doomed to fallure,
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DOCUMENT #2  Fundamentalism 

A. Evolution and The Scopes “Monkey Trial”

(1) “Be it Enacted, by the General Assembly of the Sates of Tennessee, that it shall be unlawful for any teacher in any of the universities, normals, and all other public schools in the State, which are supported in whole or in part by the public school funds of the State, to teach the theory that denies the story of the divine creation of man as taught in the Bible, and to teach instead that man has descended from a lower order of animals.”      







- Tennessee State Law 

(2) “The first objection to Darwinism is that it is only a guess and was never anything more…The second objection to Darwin’s guess is that it has not one syllable in the Bible to support it. This ought to make Christians cautious about accepting it without thorough investigation…Third, neither Darwin nor his supporters have been able to find a fact in the universe to support their hypothesis.  With millions of species, the investigators have not been able to find one single instance in which one species has changed into another…”




- William Jennings Bryan

(3) “Here we find today as brazen and as bold an attempt to destroy learning as was ever made in the Middle Ages and the open difference is we have not provided that malefactors (evil-doers) shall be burned at the stake. But there is time for that, your Honor. We have to approach these things gradually....If to-day you can take a thing like evolution and make it a crime to teach it in the public school...at the next session you may ban books and newspapers…Ignorance and fanaticism are ever busy and need feeding. Always they are anxious and gloating for more.”      
- Clarence Darrow

Scopes Guilty, Fined $100, Scores Law;

Benediction Ends Trial, Appeal Starts;

Darrow Answers Nine Bryan Questions
Both sides Speed Procedure 
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Defense Suddenly Decides

Defense Cost $25,000, with 



    
to Make No Plea and Accept

Lawyers Serving Free
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         Bryan is Disappointed

B. Prohibition – part of the Progressive reform movement…
(1) Women’s Temperance Union Movement and Anti-Saloon League – “wets” were foreign-born people where targets for life-styles that were not desirable. Many believing prohibition was permanent had indulgent last flings, “alcoholiday!” 

The country's first serious anti-alcohol movement grew out of a fervor for reform that swept the nation in the 1830s and 1840s. Many abolitionists fighting to rid the country of slavery came to see drink as an equally great evil to be eradicated – if America were ever to be fully cleansed of sin. The temperance movement, rooted in America's Protestant churches, first urged moderation, then encouraged drinkers to help each other to resist temptation, and ultimately demanded that local, state, and national governments prohibit alcohol outright.
(2) Eighteenth Amendment (1919): After one year from the ratification of this article the manufacture, sale or transportation of intoxicating liquors within, the importation thereof into, or the exportation thereof from the United States and all territory subject to the jurisdiction thereof for beverage, purposes is hereby prohibited. * As implemented by the Volstead Act passed by Congress later in the year.
(3) “The elimination of a preventable cause of poverty, crime, tuberculosis, the diseases of middle life, unhappy homes, and financial depression brings results insofar as the law is observed and enforced [Prohibition] has resulted in better health, children born under better conditions, homes are better, and the mother is delivered from the fear of a drunken husband. Improved living conditions are noticeable in former slum areas. Life insurance companies have long known that drinkers are poor risks, but they recognize that prohibition has removed a preventable cause of financial loss to them....Your attention should be called to the failures of prohibition. We claim these have been the result of lax enforcement. The machinery of enforcement should be strengthened.”



- Ella A. Boole (1926)

DOCUMENT #4  Rise of the KKK
(1) Ku Klux Klan

The 1920s KKK differed from the 1850s KKK because the initially antiblack night riders became antiforeign, anti-Catholic, antiblack, anti-Jewish, antipacifist, anti-Communist, anti-internationalist, anti-evolutionist, antibootlegger, antigambling, anti-adultery, and anti-birth control.  

A pro-“native” American, and pro-Protestant group now, they grew rapidly, particularly in the Midwest and the Bible Belt South where Protestant Fundamentalism thrived.  It’s largest membership in the 1920s.

Yet, the group came to a sudden collapse in support because the terrorist tactics, and scandalous embezzlement (under congressional investigation at the time) was more than decent people could take. E

Even with this waning support, civil rights activists could not get lawmakers to make lynching a federal crime because lawmakers feared alienation of southern white voters. The group would rear its ugly head again in the 1950s and 1960s.

“This is the primary purpose: To unite white male persons, born in America, Christian citizens born in the U.S. whose morals are good; whose reputations are respectable; and who enter into a brotherhood of strict rules. Our racial goals are to keep forever white supremacy. To keep forever the G-d-given superiority of the white race. Every Klansman has promised that he will faithfully work for keeping white supremacy forever.”   



· The Klansman's Manual Explains the Goals of the KKK (1925)

(2) African Americans take “white jobs”

Unions pushed races to confront one another. More than a quarter of a million steelworkers walked off their jobs in a bid to force their employers to recognize their right to organize and bargain collectively. The steel companies resisted mercilessly. They refused to negotiate with union representatives and brought in 30,000 African American strike-breakers to keep the mills running. After bitter confrontations that left more than a dozen workers dead, the steel strike collapsed, a grievous setback that crippled the union movement for more than a decades. The black workers who entered the steel mills in 1919 were but a fraction of the tens of thousands of southern blacks drawn to the North in wartime by the magnet of war-industry employment. Their sudden appearance in previously all-white areas sometimes sparked interracial violence. Riot in East St. Louis, Missouri (1917) left nine whites and forty blacks dead. Another riot in Chicago (Chicago Race Riot (1919)) – African Americans found jobs as strike breakers in meatpacking plants. Reign of terror in the city for nearly 2 weeks, black and white gangs roamed Chicago’s streets, eventually killing fifteen whites and twenty-three blacks. 
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The Klan skillfully used  mass meetings, making them spectacles, to gain members and influence public opinion.

This group claimed to be religious.

The Oregon State Klan led a successful campaign in 1923 that made private schools illegal in the state. An attempt to limit any non-protestant religions.
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Aim: Should we consider the 1920s progressive or an era of intolerance? *(keep in mind 1920s changes lesson) 
Vocab/Identifications
Bible Belt – South, where Protestant Fundamentalism thrived. 
Fundamentalism – emphasis on literal reading of the Bible.
KKK – Ku Klux Klan, many slogans – anti-Jewish, African American, and Catholic.
Blackface
Prohibition
Scopes (monkey) Trial/Evolution
Sacco and Vanzetti
Modernism 
Nativism
First Red Scare – 1920s
In a far away land…the Bolshevik revolution was fought and won by the Red Army.
Palmer Raids
Schenck vs. The United States
Decrease in immigrant quotas…Philosopher Kallen – preservation of identity
Philosopher Bourne – greater cross-fertilization among immigrants; cosmopolitan interchange was destined to make America “not a nationality but a transnationality…”
Literacy Test Act (1917) – passed over Wilson’s veto, it required immigrants to pass a literacy text in English or their own native tongue.
Emergency Quota Act (1921) – This act reduced southern and eastern European immigration.
Immigration Act of 1924
Chinese Exclusion Act (1882) 
Essential Questions: 

(1) What changes in the 1920s were progressive and modernist? 
(2) Which changes in the 1920s were a symbol of intolerance? 
(3) How could both modernist and intolerant way coexist? Which will win out? (support with evidence) 
Common core: imagery, writing – draw conclusions; tiered tasks – examine documents, determine progressive/modernist ( symbols of intolerance/not?

