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A. Abolition Movement

In the 1820s, the abolition movement grew as cotton production became more profitable and slavery spread.  Abolitionists organized the Underground Railroad, a series of safe houses where escaping slaves could rest safely as they made their way up north and into Canada, where slavery was illegal.  The abolition movement attracted a wide variety of activists including former slaves such as underground railroad “conductor,” Harriet Tubman, and orators (public speakers), Fredrick Douglas, and Sojourner Truth. The movement also attracted white activists like William Lloyd Garrison and writer, Harriet Beecher Stowe. 
(1) “I am determined to lift the standard of emancipation (setting a person free) in the eyes of the nation….’all men are created equal and endowed by their creator with certain unalienable rights, among which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.’  I shall strongly fight for the enfranchisement (right to vote) of the slave population.”

- William Lloyd Garrison

(2) “Assenting to the “self-evident truth” maintained in the American Declaration of Independence, “that all men are created equal, and endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights”…I shall strenuously contend for the immediate enfranchisement (right to vote{) of our slave population…I am aware, that many object to the severity of my language; but is there not cause for severity? I will be as harsh as truth, and as uncompromising as justice…Tell a man whose house is on fire, to give a moderate alarm; tell him to moderately rescue his wife from the hands of the ravisher; tell the mother to gradually remove her babe from the fire into which it has fallen; -- but urge me not to use moderation in a cause like the present. I am in earnest – I will not equivocate – I will not excuse – I will not retreat a single inch – And I Will Be Heard.”  







- William Lloyd Garrison

Why do you think that Garrison feels so strongly about abolitionism?

(3) “That every American citizen, who detains a human being in involuntary bondage as his property is, according to Scripture, a man-stealer: That the slaves ought instantly to be set free, and brought under the protection of the law…That all those laws which are now in force, admitting the right of slavery, are therefore, before G-d, utterly null and void; being an audacious usurpation (bold takeover) of what the Lord wants, a daring infringement (violation) on the law of nature, a base overthrow of the very foundations of the social compact, a complete extinction of all the relations, endearments and obligations of mankind, and a presumptuous transgression (misbehavior) of all the holy commandments; and that therefore they ought instantly be stopped.”


 – American Anti-Slavery Society’s Declaration of Sentiments

What is the goal of abolitionism?

DOCUMENT #2 Temperance Movement




[image: image2.emf]The largest and most organized social movement in American history was the temperance crusade against the use of alcohol that began in the 1820s.  The temperance movement was based on the idea that alcohol abuse as well as the violence and personal and social disintegration associated with it had gotten out of control.  In fact, per capita (per person) alcohol consumption, which had grown steadily since the 1790s, was at an all time high in the 1820s.

[image: image3.emf]Alcoholism was a serious problem in the United States, particularly in an era when women had no right to control their own earnings and an entire family could starve because of a drunken father. Based on middle class religious beliefs, the movement assumed that poverty, crime, family violence, poor child rearing, and almost every other social ill were related to heavy drinking. A sober citizenry, they argued, would result in a society free of crime and violence, filled with happy homes and quiet streets. Organizations like the American Temperance Union and the American Christian Temperance Union worked to eliminate excessive drinking and fought to get alcohol declared illegal. Beginning with Maine, 13 states adopted laws banning alcohol by 1855. Songs like the following were sung in parades, at meetings, and during rallies: 

Come Home Father




Father, dear father, came home with me now!

The clock in the steeple strikes one –

You said you were coming home from the shop,

As soon as your day’s work was done. –

Our fire has gone out, our house is all dark,

And mother’s been watching since tea,

With poor brother Benny so sick in her arms,

And no one to help her but me, -

Come home father, come home, come home! –

Please, -father, dear father, come home!

(1) “Intemperance (use of alcohol) is the sin of our land, and, without boundless prosperity, is coming upon us like a flood; and if anything shall defeat the hopes of the world, which hang upon our experiment of civil liberty, it is that river of fire, which is rolling through the land, destroying the vital air, and extending around an atmosphere of death.” – Lyman Beecher, 1826

What argument does Beecher use to convince people to stop drinking?

(2) “We hold these truths to be self-evident; that all men are created temperate; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain natural and innocent desires; that among these are the appetite for cold water and the pursuit of happiness! That to secure the gratification of these propensities fountains and streams are gushing…” 
– Manifesto of the Washington Total Abstinence Societies, 1841

What document is imitated here? What might this group hope to attain by using it?
(3) “[How] will reformation and temperance be secured…? Never except through the instrumentality of the law. If it were possible to reason the drunkard into sobriety, it would not be possible to make the rumseller forego his filthy gains…The only logic he will comprehend, is some such ordinance…coming to him in the shape and with the voice of law – you shall not sell.” 
– American Temperance Magazine, 1852

What is the best way to ensure temperance?
DOCUMENT #3 Public Education and Treatment of the Insane
Education: In the early 1800s most American children did not attend school.  Education was a privilege enjoyed by the sons of the rich; most poor children and girls did not attend as they were working or helping their families.  School reformers were in favor of creating tax-supported public schools.  These schools would be centralized at the state level and attendance would be required.  These schools were geared towards teaching patriotism, manners, and civility (politeness), along with reading, writing, and arithmetic. Horace Mann was an educational reformer. He helped improve schools, curricula, and constructional methods throughout the Northeast. He made the following statement:  “I believe in the existence of a great, immortal, immutable (unchangeable) principle of natural law…which proves the absolute right to an education of every human being that comes into the world; and which, of course, proves the duty of every government to see that the means of that education are provided for all…If we do not prepare students to become good citizens – if we do not develop their capacities, if we do not enrich their minds with knowledge, fill their hearts with love of truth and duty, and a reverence (respect) for all things sacred and holy, then our [democracy] must go down to destruction, as others have gone before it.”



     






- Horace Mann, education reformer
(1) Philadelphians demand free schools (1830) – The original element of dictatorship is monopoly of talent…in which the multitude is ignorant…There can be no real liberty without diffusion of intelligence. Members of a democracy should be instructed alike in the nature of their equal rights and duties; and education, instead of simply being limited to an acquaintance with words and numbers, should produce a just disposition [character], virtuous habits, and a rational and self-governing person…

(2) Walt Whitman criticizes Brooklyn’s public schools (1847) – The faults of our schools are: crowding too many students together, insufficiency of books, and the flogging (whipping) system…We care very little indeed for the slaving obedience of students to their teachers. As things are, the word schoolteacher is identified with a dozen unpleasant associations – a sour face, a whip, hard knuckles snapped on tender heads, no gentle kindness…no inspiring of young ambition…We have every reason to think that the flogging system prevails in Brooklyn to an awful extent. In one school on Baltic Street, forty children were thrashed in the course of one morning!

(3) Working Man’s Advocate, 1830 – “The elementary schools throughout the state are irresponsible institutions, established by individuals (private schools, not public schools), from mere motives of private speculation or gain (to make money), who are sometimes lacking in character, and frequently of the required [monetary status]. From the circumstance of the schools being the absolute property of individuals and not the state, no supervision or effectual control can be exercised over them; hence, ignorance, inattention, and every immortality, prevail to a lamentable extent among their teachers.” 

Prison Reform and Improved Treatment of the Mentally Insane
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Dorothea Dix was an extremely influential reformer of the period. Her work led to prison reform and improved treatment of the insane. In 1843 Dix sent the following report to the Massachusetts legislature:  “I proceed, gentlemen, briefly to call your attention to the present state of insane persons confined within this Commonwealth, in cages, closets, cellars, stalls, pens! Chained, naked, beaten with rods, and lashed into obedience…I have seen many who, part of the year, are chained or caged. The use of cages all but universal…I encountered during the last three months many poor creatures wandering reckless and unprotected through the country.” 
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The Antebellum Era, and the time before it, required women to be mostly home makers participating in something called “The Cult of Domesticity.” They were given magazines and books to read about how to behave: 

Women are not formed for great cares themselves, but to soften ours. Their tenderness is the proper reward for the dangers we undergo for their preservation. They are confined within the narrow limits of domestic assiduity, and when they stray beyond them, they move out of their proper sphere and consequently without grace. Employ yourself in household affairs. Wait till your husband confides to you, and do not give your advice till he asks it. Always appear flattered by the little he does for you. Never wound his vanity; nor even in the most trifling instance. A wife may have more sense than her husband but she should never seem to know it. 

By the 1830s, reform-minded women realized that they faced discrimination.  The women’s rights movement began in 1848 when Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott organized the Seneca Falls Convention in New York and created the Declaration of Sentiments, a document based on the Declaration of Independence. Other outspoken women were Martha C. Wright and Mary Ann McClintock. None of these figures were “sour old maids,” “childless women,” nor “divorced wives,” as the newspapers declared them to be. 

(1) Declaration of Sentiments – written and signed at the Convention: 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident that all men and women are created equal; that they are endowed by their creator with certain unalienable rights…Whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of those who suffer from it to refuse allegiance to it, and to insist upon the institution of a new government…

The history of mankind is a hoistory of repeated injuries on the part of man toward women, having in direct object the estalbishment of an absolute tyranny over her. To prove this let the folowing facts be submitted to a candid woarld. 
He has never permitted her to exercise her unalienbble right to [vote].

He has forced her to follow laws, which she had no voice in creating. 

He has taken from her all right in property, even to the wages she earns. 

In marriage, she is forced to promis obedience to her hsuband, he becoming, to all intents and purposeds, her master – the law giving him power to deprive her of her liberty, and to administer chastisement (punishment). 

He has monopolized nearly all the profitable employments, and from those she is permitted to follow, she receives but a scanty remuneration (little pay). 

He has denied her the facilties for obtaining a thorough education, all colleges being closed against her. 

He has endeavored, in every way that he could, to destroy her confidence in her own powers, to lessen her self-respect, and to maker her willing to lead a dependent and abject (submissive) life. “
(2) Aftermath - The Declaration and resolutions in the very frist Convention demanded all that the most radical friends of the Women’s Rights movment have since claimed – such as equal rights in the universitties, in the trades and professions; the right to vote; to share in all political offices, honors, and salaries; to complete equality in marriage, to personal freedom, property, wages, children; to ake contracts; to sue, and be sued; and to testify in courts of jsutice. The proceedings were widely published, harshly ridiculed by the press, and denounced by the clergy, much to the surprise and humiliation of the leaders. Being deeply in earnest, and believing their demands wise and just, they were unprepared to find themselves the target for the ridicule of the nation. The Declaration was sined by one hundred men and women, many of whom withdrew their names as soon as the storm of ridicule began to break. 
