Document #3: The Oregon Country

The spirit of "Manifest Destiny" pervaded the United States during the Age of Reform—the decades prior to the Civil War. John L. O'Sullivan, editor of the influential United States Magazine and Democratic Review, gave the expansionist movement its name in 1845, when he wrote that it is "the fulfillment of our manifest destiny to overspread the continent allotted by Providence for the free development of our yearly multiplying millions." Manifest Destiny was stimulated by nationalism and an idealistic vision of human perfectibility. It was America's duty to extend liberty and democratic institutions across the continent. Underlying this divine American mission was a feeling of cultural—even racial—superiority. Anglo-Saxon Americans believed that they had a natural right to move west, bringing with them the blessings of self-government and Protestantism. Americans gradually had been moving westward for two centuries, but in the 1830s and 1840s they pushed across the continent.
“It is obvious that the white race was told by G-d to take control of land and rule the earth. Other races have either been civilized by the white race or conquered. Whites are more intelligent and morally superior to other races, proving we should take over.” 
– Senator Benton Explains the Destiny of the White Race (1846) 

By the early nineteenth century, Spain, Russia, Great Britain, and the United States claimed sovereignty to the Oregon country! Oregon was a sprawling region of half a million square miles west of the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific, between what is now the northern boundary of California and the southern tip of Alaska. Spain ceded its claims with the Transcontinental Treaty, negotiated in 1819 by John Quincy Adams, by which the United States acquired Florida and relinquished any nebulous claims to Texas under the Louisiana Purchase. In the mid-1820s, Russia acknowledged that Alaska extended only to the present-day southern boundary of 54o 40' north latitude, and ultimately sold its holdings north of San Francisco at Fort Ross to settlers. 

The United States and Britain agreed to the "joint occupation" of Oregon in 1818, when Spain and Russia still had claims to the region, allowing the citizens of each nation equal access to the territory. Merchant mariners and "mountain men" who worked for the various fur companies shared Oregon with the Indians, but there were few white settlers. Then, in 1829, Hall J. Kelley renewed interest in the region with the American Society for Encouraging the Settlement of the Oregon Country. 

Missionaries also faced resistance from the Indians who wished to maintain their traditional ways, and began encouraging white emigration to extend "civilization" to the territory. There were about 500 Americans living in the region by the end of the decade, sending back reports on the temperate climate, abundant forests, and fertile soil. 
Economic Factors: Southern Mississippi Valley was settled between Missouri and Louisiana. In the northern valley much of Iowa, Illinois, and Wisconsin was not settled, and Minnesota was still a new, untouched territory. The southern valley became a place for migration. 
Motivated by the spirit of Manifest Destiny, "Oregon Fever" seized thousands of western Americans hard hit by the economic depression—known as the Panic of 1837—triggered largely by an over-speculation in federal lands. Independence, Missouri, was the starting point of the 2,000 mile Overland Trail, blazed by Jedediah Smith, Jim Bridger, and other mountain men. Commonly referred to as the "Oregon Trail," the route ran along the Missouri and Platte Rivers, across the Great Plains, and through the South Pass of the Rocky Mountains. West of the continental divide, in present-day Idaho, wagon trains either moved into Oregon down the Snake and Columbia Rivers or turned southward along the California Trail. 
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Document #1 Texas
When Mexico gained its independence from Spain, Texas was a sparsely settled frontier province bordering the United States. Texas, explored by the Spanish as early as the 1500s, was largely neglected in the centuries that followed. Only a few thousand Mexicans—known as Tejanos—lived in the province by the early 1820s, most of them clustered around the mission at San Antonio. The Mexican government encouraged Americans to emigrate to Texas in an effort to create a military buffer between marauding Indians and the more southern provinces. 
· The Americans were required to give up their citizenship, convert to Roman Catholicism, and become Mexican citizens. 
· In return, they were granted huge tracts of land in the region bordering Louisiana, along the Sabine, Colorado, and Brazos Rivers. 

There were about 30,000 Americans ranching and growing cotton with the aid of several thousand black slaves. Despite the fact that the Mexican government had abolished slavery, Americans continued to emigrate with their “lifetime indentured servants.” The Americans in Texas greatly outnumbered the native Mexicans, and they sought full statehood for the province in order to gain home rule.
“It’s time to stop arguing against the addition of Texas to the U.S. It is time for us to be patriotic and do our duty. It is only common sense that the addition of Texas is going to happen. It is wrong to say that the addition of Texas to the U.S. is unjust. Americans settled in Texas because the Mexican government invited them there. How can Mexico claim that the U.S. has violated its rights? They can’t say this…California will probably be the next area to become part of America. Mexico has so many problems in tis government that it will not be able to control this area…It is the manifest destiny of America to spread out democratic beliefs and liberty across the whole continent of North America. This is what G-d wants us to do.” 

– O’Sullivan, political writer, supporter of the Democratic Party
The American-born Texans supported Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna for the presidency of Mexico in 1833, because they believed he would support statehood. But after his election, Santa Anna proclaimed a unified central government that eliminated states’ rights. The Texans, with some Tejano allies, revolted against Santa Anna’s dictatorship. The revolutionaries declared their independence on March 2, 1836, and adopted a constitution legalizing slavery. 
The Mexican government responded swiftly to put down the Texas rebellion. Santa Anna raised a force of about 6,000 troops, and marched north to besiege the nearly 200 rebels under the command of Colonel William B. Travis at the Alamo, the abandoned mission at San Antonio. The final assault was made on March 6, and the entire garrison was annihilated, including the wounded. Among the dead were frontier legends Davy Crockett and Jim Bowie. A few weeks later at Goliad, Santa Anna ordered the slaughter of 300 Texas rebels after they surrendered. Santa Anna and his centralized government won this battle... 
The Texas Revolution struck a sympathetic chord in America. Hundreds of southwestern adventurers responded to the romanticized heroism of the Alamo and promises of bounty lands. Ignoring American neutrality laws, they rushed to join the Texas army. With fewer than 900 men—about half the size of Santa Anna’s force—General Houston surprised the Mexicans at the San Jacinto River, near the site of the city that bears his name. “Remember the Alamo!” and “Goliad!” were the rallying cries of the Texans as they overwhelmed the veteran Mexican army. 

Santa Anna was captured after the Battle of San Jacinto and forced to sign a treaty recognizing Texas as an independent republic, with the Rio Grande River as its southwestern boundary. Upon his return to Mexico City, Santa Anna repudiated the peace treaty. The Mexican Congress likewise refused to acknowledge the independence of Texas, and continued to claim the Nueces River as the boundary of its “rebellious province.” Mexico warned of war should the United States attempt to annex Texas. 

Following the revolution, Sam Houston was elected president of Texas, and diplomatic envoys were sent to Washington seeking admission to the Union. President Andrew Jackson, concerned that the annexation of Texas might mean war with Mexico and knowing it would upset the sectional balance between free and slave states, merely extended diplomatic recognition to the new republic on March 3, 1837. His immediate successor in the White House, Martin Van Buren, also managed to sidestep the question of annexation. 
“If the U.S. Adds Texas to its land, then war with Mexico is guaranteed. One of the main problems in adding Texas to the country is that it will disturb the balance of Northern and Southern states. If Texas is added to the South, then the North might want to add Canada. As you can see, adding Texas might cause serious problems in the country. It might even split the country apart.”  




-Senator Henry Clay sees danger in adding new land (1844) 
Document #2 Texas Annexation and Political Tension (TALK ABOUT ME 1st!)
Presidents After Jackson/During Manifest Destiny: 

Van Buren ( Harrison (dies after a month) ( Tyler takes over ( Polk

President Van Buren was defeated for re-election by William Henry Harrison in the famous “Tippecanoe and Tyler Too” campaign of 1840.  
Tyler selected South Carolinian John C. Calhoun as Secretary of State, and instructed him to negotiate a treaty of annexation with the Texas envoys in Washington. Expansionists feared that an independent Texas would blunt America’s march into the southwest. Calhoun chastised British officials for pressuring the Texans to abolish slavery in return for Mexican recognition of their independence. 
The Republic of Texas had established close diplomatic ties with several European nations, including Britain and France, in an effort to protect itself from Mexico. After defending slavery as a benign institution, Calhoun claimed that the preservation of the Union required the annexation of Texas. By linking the expansion of slavery with the admission of Texas, Calhoun doomed the annexation treaty. 

Election of 1844: The annexation of Texas and the Oregon boundary dispute were major issues during the election of 1844. While President Tyler was plotting to annex Texas, the leading contenders for the presidential nominations of the Democratic and Whig Parties did their best to defuse the explosive controversy. 
· Former president Martin Van Buren and Henry Clay published letters expressing their opposition to the immediate annexation of Texas. Their anti-expansionist views made Van Buren very unpopular to the other Democrats so they did not let him run for president.

· Manifest Destiny was so strong among northwestern and southern Democrats, that the party’s national convention nominated James Knox Polk of Tennessee for president. “Young Hickory” ran on a platform calling for the “re-annexation of Texas” and the “re-occupation of Oregon.”

· Clay ran as the candidate (Polk vs. Clay for president!), but westerners remembered his Texas letter and some northeasterners refused to support a slaveholder. 
· Polk Won. President Tyler viewed this Democratic victory as a mandate to annex Texas. Recognizing the difficulty of securing the two-thirds Senate vote necessary to ratify a treaty, Tyler hit upon an ingenious ploy. He sought a joint resolution of annexation from Congress that required a simple majority in each house. This was accomplished shortly before Tyler left office. After a state convention agreed to annexation on the Fourth of July, Texas was formally admitted to the Union in December 1845. 

 “I regard the question of annexation [of Texas] as belonging exclusively to the United States and Texas.  They are independent powers competent to contract, and foreign nations have no right to interfere with them or take exceptions to their reunion...Foreign powers should therefore look on the annexation of Texas to the United States not as the conquest of a nation seeking to extend her dominions by arms and violence, but as the peaceful acquisition of a territory once her own, by adding another member to our confederation...It is confidently believed that our system may be safely extended to the utmost bounds of our territorial limits, and that as it shall be extended, the bonds of our Union, so far from being weakened, will become stronger...It is well known to the American people and to all nations that this Government has never interfered with the relations subsisting between other governments.  We have never made ourselves parties to their wars or their alliances...We may claim on this continent a like exemption from European interference...We must ever maintain the principle that the people of this continent alone have the right to decide their own destiny...” –President James K. Polk, First Annual Message to Congress (December 2, 1845)
Document #4 California Gold

“Shall this beautiful land be wasted and unused? No, because many energetic Americans will move to its rich lands. Soon after they arrive, the land which used to be wasted will then become successful farms and businesses.” 
– Illinois Newspaper speaks about expansion in California (1847)
Geography: West of the Mississippi was the treeless Great Plains which was desert like; during the 1830s this region, because it was not good land, was given to Native American tribes form the East. Frontiersmen had to constantly cross this land to get to the more fertile west. 

In January 1848, gold was discovered on property belonging to John Sutter in the Sierra Nevada foothills of northern California. Sutter tried to keep the discovery secret, but word leaked out shortly after the Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo was ratified. An estimated 100,000 “Forty-niners” from around the globe flocked to the gold fields the following year alone. Seemingly overnight, San Francisco grew from fewer than 1,000 residents to a major port city of 20,000. The vast majority of the new immigrants were men, including some of the first Chinese migrants to California. These immigrants were not tolerated because of their appearance at first: long hair, different clothes. They were of the ‘Buddhist’ faith, which was not like Christianity. 
As the population of California exploded, a convention met at Monterey in the fall of 1849 and drafted a state constitution prohibiting slavery. Zachary Taylor, who defeated Lewis Cass for the presidency in the previous election, urged Congress to admit California as a free state. Taylor owned plantations in Louisiana and Mississippi and was the former father-in-law of Jefferson Davis, who had fought under him at Buena Vista, but he was no apologist for slavery. Old Rough and Ready had spent his entire adult life prior to becoming president in the United States Army, and was a staunch nationalist. He saw no reason why California should not be admitted as a free state, as its residents wished. Up to this time, even the champions of slavery had conceded the right of state governments to decide the issue. Nonetheless, if California were admitted as a “Wilmot Proviso” state it would upset the sectional balance, and deprive slaveholders of the most valuable portion of the Mexican Cession. Ironically, the national expansion that sprang from Manifest Destiny now placed the Union itself in jeopardy. 
Diary Entries: TUESDAY, AUG. 28. 
The gold mines have upset all social and domestic arrangements in Monterey; the master has become his own servant, and the servant his own lord. And here am I, who have been a man of some note in my day, loafing on the hospitality of the good citizens, and grateful for a meal, though in an Indian's wigwam. Why, is not this enough to make one wish the gold mines were in the earth's flaming centre, from which they sprung? Out on this yellow dust! it is worse than the cinders which buried Pompeii, for there, high and low shared the same fate! 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20, 1850. 
The causes which exclude slavery from California lie within a nut-shell. All here are diggers, and free white diggers wont dig with slaves. They know they must dig themselves: they have come out here for that purpose, and they wont degrade their calling by associating it with slave-labor: self-preservation is the first law of nature. They have nothing to do with slavery in the abstract, or as it exists in other communities; not one in ten cares a button for its abolition, nor the Wilmot proviso either: all they look at is their own position; they must themselves swing the pick, and they wont swing it by the side of negro slaves. That is their feeling, their determination, and the upshot of the whole business. An army of half a million, backed by the resources of the United States, could not shake their purpose. Of all men with whom I have ever met, the most firm, resolute, and indomitable, are the emigrants into California. They feel that they have got into a new world, where they have a right to shape and settle things in their own way. No mandate, unless it comes like a thunder-bolt straight out of heaven, is regarded. 
NEED TO KNOW: 
Wilmot Proviso: 

“Provided, That, as express and fundamental condition to the acquisition of any territory from the Republic of Mexico by the United States, by virtue of any treaty which may be negotiated between them...neither slavery nor involuntary servitude shall even exist in any part of said territory...”

-Proposed by Pennsylvania Representative David Wilmot, 1846

The Wilmot Proviso passed the House of Representatives twice but was defeated in the Senate.

The Mexican-American War took place from 1845-1847. Mexico and the United States fought each other because they both claimed the rights to the Rio Grande River. Americans sent troops to the area and tensions arose. In 1848, the conflicts between the Mexicans and Americans ended. Mexico signed the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and surrendered nearly all of its territory north of the Rio Grande River in exchanged for $15 million. 
