Should we consider Lincoln a “great emancipator,” leader, talented wordsmith, and/or a President who abused his powers?
Document #1: Slavery 

A. “There is no reason in the world why the Negro is not entitled to all the natural rights enumerated in the Declaration of Independence, the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  I hold that he is as much entitled to those as the white man.  I agree that he is not my equal in many respects – certainly not in color, perhaps not in moral or intellectual endowment.  But in the right to eat the bread without leave of anybody else, which his own hand earns, he is my equal, and the equal of every living man.” 

· From the Debate with Douglas in Ottawa, Illinois; 8/21/1858 (before Lincoln was President)

B. “Slavery is wrong, horribly wrong…There can be no moral right in connection with one man’s making a slave of another.”    - A.L.
C. “You think slavery right and ought to be extended; we think that it is wrong and ought to be restricted.”   - A. L. in a letter to southern leader Alexander Stephans
Document #2: Preservation of the Union

A. “My paramount (chief) object in this struggle is to save the Union, and is not either save or destroy slavery.  If I could have the Union without freeing any slave, I would do it; and if I could save it by freeing all the slaves, I would do it; and if I could save the Union by freeing some and leaving others alone I would do that.  What I do about slavery and the colored race, I do because I believe it helps to save the Union…” 
- Letter to Horace Greeley, August 22, 1862.

B. “A house divided against itself cannot stand.  I believe that this government cannot endure permanently half slave and half free.”  - A.L.
Document #3: Concessions…
A. “I recommend the adoption of a Joint Resolution [by Congress] which shall be substantially as follows: Resolved that the United States ought to cooperate with any state which may adopt gradual abolishment of slavery, giving to such state pecuniary (financial) aid, to be used by such 

state in its discretion, to compensate for the inconveniences public and private, produced by such change of system.”

  – Abraham Lincoln, Message to Congress; March 6, 1862

B. “The President, after a few preliminary observations, informed them (Africans in America) that a sum of money had been appropriated by Congress, and placed at his disposition for the purpose of aiding the colonization in some country of the people of African descent, thereby making it his duty, as it had for a long time been his inclination, to favor that cause…You and we are different races, whether it is right or wrong I need not discuss, but this physical difference is a great disadvantage to us both, as I think your race suffer very greatly, many of them by living among us, while ours suffers from your presence.  In a word, we suffer on each side.  If this is admitted, it affords a reason at least why we should be separated.  

- Abraham Lincoln Address on Colonization to a delegation for African Americans; Aug.14, 1862.
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Document #4: Emancipation Proclamation
A. “I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, by virtue of the power in me vested as Commander in Chief, of the Army and Navy of the United States in time of actual armed rebellion against the authority and government of the United States, and as a fit and necessary war measure for suppressing said rebellion…do order and declare that all persons held as slaves within said designated States, and parts of States, are, and henceforward shall be free; and that the Executive government of the United States, including the military and naval authorities thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom of said persons. And I hereby enjoin upon the people so declared to be free to abstain from all violence, unless in necessary self-defence; and I recommend to them that, in all cases when allowed, they labor faithfully for reasonable wages. And I further declare and make known, that such persons of suitable condition, will be received into the armed service of the United States to garrison forts, positions, stations, and other places, and to man vessels of all sorts in said service. And upon this act, sincerely believed to be an act of justice, warranted by the Constitution, upon military necessity, I invoke the considerate judgment of mankind, and the gracious favor of Almighty God. “ –January 1, 1863

B. Not Really Emancipation: 

Since the South had refused to follow any of Lincoln’s demands, and considered themselves to have a different President, the Emancipation Proclamation did not have weight enough to free all of the Southern slaves. 
“I did more for the Russian serf in giving him land as well as personal liberty, than America did for the Negro slave set free by the Proclamation of President Lincoln.  I am at a loss to understand how you Americans could have been so blind as to the leave the Negro slave without tools to work out his salvation…Without property of any kind he cannot educate his children.  I believe the time has come when many will question the manner of the American emancipation of the Negro slaves.”  
- Czar Alexander II of Russia (1879)
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Document #5: Thirteenth Amendment

A. Proposed: Two weeks after taking the oath of office, President Lincoln sent copies of a proposed Thirteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution to each state governor. President James Buchanan had called on Congress to draft an “explanatory” amendment to reassure the South that a Republican president would not threaten slavery. In a last ditch effort to save the Union, a Republican member of Congress, Thomas Corwin of Ohio, drafted an amendment that would permanently bar the federal government from interfering with slavery in the states where it existed. The amendment passed the House of Feb. 28th, 1861, and the Senate on March 2, two days before Lincoln’s inauguration. 

“No amendment shall be made to the Constitution which will authorize or give to Congress the power to abolish or interfere, within any State, with the domestic institutions othereof, including that of persons held to labor or service by the laws of said State.”

In his First Inaugural Address, Lincoln had expressed his support for an amendment of the nature of the one above. Only Maryland and Ohio ratified the proposed amendment. 

B. 13th Amendment: In April 1864, the Senate, responding in part to an active abolitionist petition campaign, passed the Thirteenth Amendment to abolish slavery in the United States. Opposition from Democrats in the House prevented the amendment from receiving the required 2/3rds majority. The Emancipation Proclamation had freed only those slaves in states still at war. As a wartime order, it could subsequently be reversed by presidential decree, congressional legislation, or a court ruling. The permanent emancipation of all slaves therefore required a constitutional amendment. 

Following his reeletion, Lincoln threw his weight behind the amendment. In the end he persuaded eight House Democrats to switch their votes and encouraged several other Representatives who had missed the previous vote to support the amendment, which was finally passed on January 31, 1865, and was ratified by the states on December 6, 1865. It is the only constitutional amendment that was signed by a president. The Constitution does not require a president’s signature. With his signature, Lincoln place the authority of his office behind the abolition of slavery throughout the United States. 

“§1 Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude;, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.

§2 Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.”
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Document #6: Proclamation Suspending the Writ of Habeas Corpus, September 24th, 1862 A. By the President of the United States of America: A Proclamation
“Whereas, it has become necessary to call into service not only volunteers but also portions of the militia of the States by draft in order to suppress the insurrection existing in the United States, and disloyal persons are not adequately restrained by the ordinary processes of law from hindering this measure and from giving aid and comfort in various ways to the insurrection; 

Now, therefore, be it ordered, first, that during the existing insurrection and as a necessary measure for suppressing the same, all Rebels and Insurgents, their aiders and abettors within the United States, and all persons discouraging volunteer enlistments, resisting militia drafts, or guilty of any disloyal practice, affording aid and comfort to Rebels against the authority of the United States, shall be subject to martial law and liable to trial and punishment by Courts Martial or Military Commission: 

Second. That the Writ of Habeas Corpus is suspended in respect to all persons arrested, or who are now, or hereafter during the rebellion shall be, imprisoned in any fort, camp, arsenal, military prison, or other place of confinement by any military authority of by the sentence of any Court Martial or Military Commission. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed.
Done at the City of Washington this twenty fourth day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two, and of the Independence of the United States the 87th. 

Abraham Lincoln

By the President: 

William H. Seward, Secretary of State.”

B. Letter to Winfield Scott by Abraham Lincoln, April 27th, 1861

“To the commanding General of the Army of the United States: 

You are engaged in repressing an insurrection against the laws of the United States. If at any point on or in the vicinity of the military line, which is now used between the City of Philadelphia and the City of Washington, via Perryville, Annapolis City, and Annapolis Junction, you find resistance which renders it necessary to suspend the writ of Habeas Corpus for the public safety, you, personally or through the officer in command at the point where the resistance occurs, are authorized to suspend that writ.”
C. Chief Justice Taney’s Opinion Regarding Habeas Corpus Suspension: 
“As the case comes before me, therefore, I understand that the President not only claims the right to suspend the writ of habeas corpus himself, at his discretion, but to delegate that discretionary power to a military officer, and to leave it to him to determine whether he will or will not obey judicial process that may be served upon him.

The clause of the Constitution, which authorizes the suspension of the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus, is in the 9th section of the first article. This article is devoted to the legislative department of the United States, and has not the slightest reference to the executive department.”

