DOCUMENT #1 Post WWII Culture

A. Changes – Post World War II
More people have jobs and money to spend. Americans are trying to forget the war, however some wartime developments started the U.S. on this path to change. There was a development of new technology for the war effort, which became useful in the post war era. Goods were made faster and for less money, so that people could buy items at lower costs. There was interest in new inventions, as there was in the 1920’s!  People had to replace older goods after the war, when they no longer had to conserve resources. They bought new goods with money they had saved from war-time jobs and also bought on credit (buy now, pay later – which could be dangerous if we look at the Great Depression era).  Women who had jobs during the war kept them, and therefore had money to spend – a new market for businesses to sell to! Unfortunately African Americans and Native Americans lost their war jobs, or had to take jobs for lower pay.  

B. Standards of Living
Changes in Material Standards of Living, 1940-1955

	Households Owning…
	1940
	1955

	Automobile
	50%
	71%

	Television Set
	0%
	76%

	Refrigerator 
	44%
	94%

	Washing Machine 
	46%
	84%

	Clothes Dryer
	0%
	9%

	Vacuum Cleaner
	38%
	64%


The Overworked American, 1956 Statistical Abstract;  
An Economic History of Women in America: The Proud Decades
C. Leisure Time…flying saucer watching and…
Role of Women

Role of Women: Gender roles were strongly held, girls played with Barbie dolls, boys with Davy Crockett  paraphernalia.  
The following information is from a 1950’s Home Economics textbook meant for High School girls, teaching them how to prepare for married life!

· Have dinner ready: Plan ahead, even the night before, to have a well balanced, delicious meal – prepared and ready to serve at the usual time. This is a way of letting him know that you have been thinking about him, and are concerned about his needs. Most men are hungry when they come home and the prospects of a good meal are part of the warm welcome needed. Some men like a drink before dinner, if so, plan to keep the meal warm, and not burn anything while he finishes his drink.

· Prepare yourself: Take 15 minutes to rest so you will be refreshed when he arrives. Touch up your make-up, put a ribbon in your hair and be fresh looking. He has just been with a lot of work-wary people. Be a little gay and a little more interesting. His boring day may need a lift.  Remember too that the women who are in the work force are usually well-dressed and single, and probably looking for a husband.

· Clear away the clutter: Make one last trip through the main part of the house just before your husband arrives, gathering up school books, toys, paper, etc. Then run a dust cloth over the tables. Your husband will feel he has reached a haven of rest and order, and it will give you a lift too.

· Prepare the children: Take a few minutes to wash the children’s hands and faces if they are too young to do so themselves. Comb their hair, and if necessary, change their clothes. They are his little treasures and he would like to see them playing the part. Caution (warn) the children, that while discussion is welcome at the dinner table, unpleasant squabbles or disputes should wait until a later time.

· Minimize the noise: At the time of his arrival, eliminate all noise of washer or dryer. Make sure all appliances, such as the vacuum, are properly put away. Try to encourage the children to be quiet. Be happy to see him. Greet him with a warm smile and be glad to see him.  

· Avoid Using the Phone: Should anyone telephone you before/during/after dinner, politely advise them you’ll return their call after doing the dinner dishes.

· Things to Avoid: Don’t greet him with problems or complaints. Don’t complain if he’s late for dinner and didn’t have time to call. Count this as minor compared with what he might have gone through that day.

· Make him comfortable: Have him lean back in a comfortable chair or suggest he lie down in the bedroom.  Have a cool or warm drink ready for him.  Arrange his pillow and offer to take off his shoes. Speak in a low, soft, soothing and pleasant voice. Allow him to relax and unwind, either before or after dinner.  Some men relax with the evening papers, others with TV.

· Listen to him: You may have a dozen things to tell him, but the moment of his arrival is not the time. Let him talk first. However, should you sense his mood sullen because of the business day, be prepared for some light hearted banter or just some small talk.  

· Stress the Positive: Plan to inform you husband of the positive events of the day; include the children’s accomplishments.

· Making the evening his: Never complain if he does not take you out to dinner or to other places of entertainment; instead try to understand his world of strain and pressure and his need to be home and relax.

· The Goal: Try to make your home a place of peace and order where your husband ca relax and enjoy himself.

DOCUMENT #3  American Life and Advertising Post WWII
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Families worked together, played together and vacationed together at family themed entertainment areas like national parks and the new Disneyland. The suburbs and highways made U.S. travel popular; motels, roadside diners, and gas stations became the norm. 


The original feature of Barbie was that she was an adult; until she arrived on the scene most American dolls portrayed children or infants. The creators of Barbie based the first Barbie on a German doll named Lilli, who was intended for adults. Extensive market research before Barbie's commercial release in the late 1950s revealed that parents objected to Barbie's coquettish appearance, while children responded very favorably. 
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DOCUMENT #1  Highways, Suburbanization, Racism and the Baby Boom 

A. Cultural Shifts
Between 1945 and 1960 the total U.S. population increased by 40 million. In the 1950s alone the population increased by 28 million. This expansion represented an almost 20% population increase, the largest since the height of immigration earlier in the century. Americans who were born in the decade and a half after the war and came of age in the midst of the Cold War are “baby boomers.” Population growth led to a demand for affordable family housing. 

· Suburbs spring up, now you can own your dream home; highways, cars, consumer demand to move out of congested urban areas, development contractors (Levitt), low-interest mortgages that were gov’t insured and tax deductible assist the growth of these communities because you can commute to work. Levitt homes were not available to black Americans, and the move to the suburbs became known as “white flight,” – expectation of less crime, dream homes, and a cleaner environment…racial segregation, which critics of the suburbs say weakens the economic and cultural qualities of urban areas. 

· 1960s population growth was mostly a suburban phenomenon; by the 1970s more Americans were living in suburban neighborhoods than in cities!
· Millions still settling in the cities – businesses thrive.
· Industrial areas of the Northeast, the “rustbelt,” had some economic hard times. Yet, cities remained densely populated; due in part to black migration.

· “Sunbelt” states – Carolinas to Florida, Texas, and California – had lower taxes, more temperate climate (plus air conditioning is invented), and economic opportunities – particularly in the defense –related industries!  Massive increase in military spending.
B. Policies/Laws
· Housing Act of 1949 – budgeted $3 billion for slum clearance and new lot-rent housing. 
· Minimum Wage Act of 1949 – The Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 was amended to increase the minimum wage.
· Social Security Act of 1950 – coverage to individuals who were self-employed was added, and retirees were given increased benefits. 
· 1948 Election and Civil Rights – Truman’s policies alienated the southern wing of the Democratic Party, Dixiecrats, who in turn created there own States’ Rights party and ran South Carolina Governor Strom Thurman in the 1948 election.  Truman took these steps despite opposition from southern Democrats and Republican conservatives: 

a) Committee on Civil Rights – proposed public institutions engaging in racial discrimination be denied federal funds, segregation in interstate transportation be prohibited, and lynching made a federal offense – all matters for which Congress refused to enact legislation.

b) Desegregated the federal government and the armed forces

c) Appointed black federal judges

d) Truman surprised pollsters and political pundits by receiving over 100 more electoral votes than did Dewey.  (22nd Amendment now in place (no more than 2 terms or 10 years!).


