Report Cards on Reconstruction

Directions: 
In this activity, your group will be analyzing the different plans for Reconstruction.  The Radical Republicans in Congress clashed with both President Lincoln (before he was assassinated) and President Johnson over their plans for Reconstruction.  
This packet breaks up the plans for Reconstruction into three major issues.  For your assigned issue, read Lincoln, Johnson, and the Radical Republicans’ plans.  Keep in mind the goal of Reconstruction was to reunite the country in a stable and fair way.  Yet it appears that each of the authors of the three plans had a different idea about what was considered “stable and fair.”  Keeping this statement in mind, you are to analyze these issues.  For each issue please complete the following tasks:  

(1) Analyze the strengths and weaknesses of the plan’s approach.

(2) Assign each plan’s approach a letter grade according to the grading scale below.  Make sure you write an explanation for your chosen grade.

Grading Scale: (Provide specific reasoning!)
A = Excellent plan, no weaknesses

B = Good plan, only minor weaknesses

C = Some good parts and some weaknesses

D = Only limited strengths with major weaknesses

F = Plan is doomed for failure

Group and Role Assignments
A. You are to present your group’s issue to the class, explaining the strengths and weaknesses of the Presidential and the Congressional Reconstructionists’ perspectives.

B. You are responsible for charting your group’s results on the chart worksheet provided.  

Reconstruction Issue 1: 
How should rebellious Southerners be dealt with after the Civil War?

Presidential Reconstruction

Lincoln: 

· All southerners (except high ranking political and military officials) would be pardoned and regain citizenship when they took an oath of loyalty to support the Constitution and the emancipation of slaves.

I, ______________________, do solemnly swear, in the presence of almighty G-d, that I will henceforth faithfully support, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States, and the union of the States thereunder; and that I will , in like manner, abide by (follow) and faithfully support all acts of congress passed during the existing rebellion with reference to slaves, so long and so far as not repealed, modified, or held void by Congress, or by decision of the Supreme Court; and that I will, in like manner, abide by and faithfully support all proclamation of the President made during the existing rebellion having reference to slaves, so long and as far as not modified or declared void by decision of the Supreme Court.  So help me G-d.       



– Lincoln, December 8, 1863.
· Idea of “malice toward none;” being lenient towards Southerners would heal the wounds of the nation more effectively and quickly.  

Johnson: 

· Southerners had to take an oath (verbal pledge) to support, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States.  The oath also included a promise to obey all laws passed during the war, especially regarding the emancipation of slaves.

· Confederate officers, large landholders, and any other leaders of the pre-war South had to seek a special pardon if they wanted to regain their rights as citizens.

· Lincoln’s idea of “malice toward none” was a good one.  Being lenient towards Southerners would heal the wounds of the nation more effectively and quickly.  

“There is a need for a spirit of mutual agreement and goodwill.  All parties in the late terrible conflict must work together in harmony.  On the one side, there must be a willingness to forgive and forget the disorders of the past…”  



- Andrew Johnson, December 4, 1865.

Congressional Reconstruction (Radical Republicans)
· Southerners should be punished so they would not rebel again.  One idea was to confiscate (take away) all plantations and divide up the land among the freedman.  

· Leaders of the South should lose their governmental positions.  A new set of leaders should be brought in to reconstruct the South.  Any person who held a leadership position before the war could not hold public office until he was pardoned by Congress.

“I would hang 40 or 50 of the most conspicuous rebel leaders, not for vengeance but to satisfy public justice, and make expensive the enterprise of treason for all time.  If these men are not punished, and you allow the infernal poison to sift itself down into the general mind that treason is no crime, in a little while we shall be shaking hands with our dear southern brethren…then the government may get back into its old ruts, and another horrid war may result.  Next, you ought to take these hanged leaders’ large landed estates and parcel them out among our soldiers and seaman, and the poor people of the South, black and white, as a basis of real democracy…”   

- George Julian, Congressman of Indiana

Reconstruction Issue 2: 
How should Southern states be re-admitted into the Union?
Presidential Reconstruction

Lincoln’s Plan: 
· New southern state government would be recognized when they met the following criteria: 

a. 10% of the voters who voted in the 1860 election took the oath to support the Constitution and the emancipation of slaves

b. States adopted new constitutions abolishing slavery

“And I do further proclaim, declare, and make known that whenever in any of the States of Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia, Florida, South Carolina, and North Carolina, a number of persons, not less than one tenth in number of the votes cast in such States as the presidential election of the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty, each having taken the oath aforesaid…shall establish a State government which…shall be recognized as the true government of the State…”  




- Abraham Lincoln, December 8, 1863 

Johnson’s Plan: 
· Individual leaders of the Southern states – not the states themselves – had made the decisions to secede.  Therefore, states should not be punished harshly for secession.  It was in the best interest of the country to reunite all states as quickly and as easily as possible.  
· In order to come back into the union, Southern states would have to meet the following conditions: 

a. Call a convention to write a new state constitution

b. Repeal acts of secession

c. Cancel all Confederate debt

d. Ratify the 13th Amendment, which abolished slavery

· Once the above conditions were met, Southerners were allowed to run their own states, hold elections, and send representatives to Congress.

Congressional Reconstruction
· Southern states had given up statehood by seceding from the Union.  They needed to be punished for their actions.

· In order to come back into the Union as a state, a southern state would have to meet the following conditions: 

a. Call a convention to write a new state constitution

b. Guarantee African Americans full rights as citizens

c. Guarantee African Americans the right to vote

d. Former confederate officials and army officers could not vote on these issues.

· The states would be ruled by the military until all new laws were enforced.

“If impartial suffrage is excluded in the rebel States, then every one of them is sure to send a solid rebel representative delegation to Congress, and cast a sold rebel electoral vote.  They…would always elect the President and control Congress…I am for Negro suffrage in every rebel state.  If it be just, it should not be denied; if it be necessary, it should be adopted; if it is punishment to traitors, they deserve it.” 




- Thaddeus Stevens, January 3, 1867
Reconstruction Issue 3: 
What should be done for the freedmen?
Presidential Reconstruction
Lincoln has passed on…
Johnson’s Plan: 
· African Americans should be guaranteed equal rights only if individual states wanted to grant them to freedmen.  The federal government should not force Southern governments to accept new laws regarding the freedmen.  Whether or not the freedmen ought to be given land, education, or assistance was up to each state.  
· African Americans should not be guaranteed the right to vote.  Only certain African Americans should be given the vote, like those who could read and write. 

“The Negroes have not asked for the privilege of voting; the vast majority of them have no idea what it means.  This bill not only thrusts it into their hands, but compels them, as well as whites to use it in a particular way…the Federal government has no jurisdiction, authority, or power to regulate such subjects [elections] for any State.  To force the right of suffrage out of the hands of the white people and into the hands of the Negroes is an arbitrary violation of this principle...”
- Andrew Johnson, March 2, 1867
Congressional Reconstruction’s Plan

· African Americans should be guaranteed equal rights and be assisted in establishing new lives as free people.  Congress should pass laws giving some land to the freedmen and build schools for them.  It was Congress’s duty to help out African Americans until they could provide for themselves.  

· Freedmen will only receive justice and security if they are considered full citizens – just like whites – under the law.  Many felt the right to vote was key. 

· The military should have control over enforcing all laws helping the freedmen.  Without troops in the South, Radical Republicans feared that Southerners would simply ignore the new laws and continue to discriminate against the freedmen.

“…We have turned, or are about to turn, loose 4 million slaves without a hut to shelter them or a cent in their pockets.  The infernal laws of slavery have prevented them from acquiring an education, understanding the common laws or contract, or managing the ordinary business of life.  This Congress is bound to provide for them until they can take care of themselves.  If we do not furnish them with homesteads, and hedge them around with protective laws; if we leave them to the legislation of their late masters, we had better have left them in bondage…”

-  Thaddeus Stevens, December 18, 1865

AIM: Which plan for reconstruction would be most effective for bringing the country back together?

MOTIVATION: Fix/Rebuild the house…OH of Louisiana house
(1) If we had to “fix” the errors of our current government, how would we do it? 

(2) Politics + Society/Culture + Law/Government ( What changes need to be made?  Why?

TASKS  Group Activity 
This packet breaks up the plans for Reconstruction into three major issues.  For your assigned issue, read Lincoln, Johnson, and the Radical Republican’s plans.  Keep in mind the goal of Reconstruction was to reunite the country in a stable and fair way.  Yet it appears that each of the authors of the three plans had a different idea about what was stable and fair.  Keeping this statement, you are to analyze these issues.  For each issue please complete the following tasks:  
(1) Analyze the strengths and weaknesses of the plan’s approach.
(2) Assign each plan’s approach a letter grade according to the grading scale below.  
     Make sure you write an explanation for your chosen grade.

Grading Scale: 

A = Excellent plan, no weaknesses

B = Good plan, only minor weaknesses

C = Some good parts and some weaknesses

D = Only limited strengths with major weaknesses

F = Plan is doomed for failure

APPLICATION: Review and discuss activity.
(1) Describe the weaknesses of the approach.

(2) Why were these ideas weak?

(3) Which were the strongest ideas?  Why? 

(4) If you could make your own plan for Reconstruction, what would it be?  Explain.  

SUMMARY: (w/ time, write answers)
(1) Did Reconstruction governments resolve post war problems?  Why or why not?

(2) Which Reconstruction plan would have been most effective?  Explain.

If we had to “fix” the errors of our current government, 
how would we do it? 

What changes need to be made?  Why?

Take into consideration: 
Politics + Society/Culture + Law/Government  

