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DOC #2: The Cuban Missile Crisis

A. Background

Relations between Cuba and the United States disintegrated rapidly after diplomatic relations were severed during the Eisenhower administration. Fidel Castro’s trade with the Soviet Union, and his announced determination to bring “socialism” to the island, tension then reached its height. This tension reached its height during the Kennedy administration.  

B. Cuba

Fidel Castro led a revolution in Cuba.  It wasn’t even known at the time if Castro was a communist but he threaten US economic interests (Castro took away American owned land in Cuba and gave it to the people and set restrictions against American business owners in Cuba), so the CIA began planning against Castro. As the Soviets continued their nuclear testing, they also became very friendly with the new Cuban dictator Fidel Castro.  The US government did not approve many of Castro’s reforms and the white house cut off trade with Cuba (an embargo).  Castro turned to the Soviet Union for help and declared, “I shall be a Marxist-Leninist (communist) until the day I die!”

C. The Bay of Pigs 

1. More than 1,000 anti-Castro Cuban exiles who had been trained in Central America with the assistance of the U.S. invaded Cuba the Bay of Pigs in April of 1961. World opinion strongly condemned the U.S. for what seemed to be an attack on a weaker neighboring nation.  In 1961 the CIA had trained Cubans to invade Cuba in the hopes of forcing Castro out of power. The CIA trained them, provided them with weapons and planned the whole operation. However, in addition to many CIA planning mistakes, Castro’s troops had surrounded the invaders. In the last hours of the invasion as Castro was capturing thousands of invaders, a New Jersey radio operator picked up a weak signal: “This is Cuba calling. We need your help. This is Cuba calling the free world. We need your help!”  The Bay of Pigs operation was a failure. Prisoners of the incident were not released until December, 1962, when a private donation of food and medical supplies was given. 
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2. Nikita Khrushchev takes control of the Soviet Union after the death of Stalin.  Khrushchev reacts to the Bay of Pigs:

“It is no secret to anyone that the armed bands which invaded Cuba have been trained, equipped, and armed in the United States. The Soviet Union shall give any necessary assistance to the Cuban government to beat back the armed attack in Cuba.”
Cuban Missile Crisis

Fearing another US invasion attempt, Castro agreed to a Soviet plan to base nuclear missiles aimed at the United States in Cuba which is only 90 miles away from Florida.  Kennedy learned of the plan while the bases were under construction.  

The Cuban Blockade
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Kennedy (October, 1962) ordered a complete blockade of the island and warned that any ship carrying offensive weapons would be turned back. In the face of this strong stand and unanimous (commonly agreed) western opinion supporting the U.S., Khrushchev was forced to order removal of all offensive weapons from Cuba. Troops remained, but continued pressure from JFK forced Russia to announce (March, 1963) that all would shortly be withdrawn. 
DOC #1: The New Frontier
Kennedy set out to transform his broad vision of progess into what he called the New Fronteir. He called on Americans to be 'new pioneers' and explore 'uncharted areas of science and space.. unconquered pockets of ignorance and prejudice, unaswered questions. Kennedy won the election, but only by a popular margin of about 120,000. Once in office, Kennedy proposed a new plan for America, which he dubbed the "New Frontier." Overall, the New Frontier had three main points: a more sophisticated sense of economics, emphasis on social welfare programs Cold War policies and the space program  

In his acceptance speech, Kennedy wanted to create a ‘New Frontier’ with changes to improve society. Not all of these changes were accepted by the congress, but many of them were. Amongst the legislation passed by Congress during the Kennedy administration, unemployment benefits were expanded, aid was provided to cities to improve housing and transportation, funds were allocated to continue the construction of a national highway system started under Eisenhower, a water pollution control act was passed to protect the country’s rivers and streams, and an agricultural act to raise farmers’ incomes was made law. A significant amount of anti-poverty legislation was passed by Congress, including increases in social security benefits and in the minimum wage, several housing bills, and aid to economically distressed areas. A few antirecession public works packages, together with a number of measures designed to assist farmers, were introduced. Major expansions and improvements were made in Social Security (including retirement at 62 for men), hospital construction, library services, family farm assistance and reclamation.  Food stamps for low-income Americans were reintroduced, food distribution to the poor was increased, and there was an expansion in school milk and school lunch distribution. The most comprehensive farm legislation since 1938 was carried out, with expansions in rural electrification, soil conservation, crop insurance, farm credit, and marketing orders.
 The Goals:





    The Race to the Moon:



DOC #4 JFK’s Accomplishments
Supporting the Civil Rights Movement
“I hope that every American, regardless of where he lives, will stop and examine his conscience about this and other related incidents. This nation was founded by men of many nations and backgrounds. It ought to be possible, therefore, for American students of any color to attend any public institution they select without having to be backed up by troops. It was founded on the principle that all men are created equal, and that the rights of every man are diminished when the rights of one man are threatened. It ought to be possible for American consumers of any color to receive equal service in places of public accommodation, such as hotels and restaurants and theaters and retail stores, without being forced to resort to demonstration in the street. It ought to be possible for American citizens of any color to register and to vote in a free election without interference or fear of reprisal. It ought to be possible, in short, for every American to enjoy the privileges of being American without regard to his race or his color. In short, every American ought to have the right to be treated as he would wish to be treated, as one would wish his children to be treated. But this is not the case today.”  -JFK, Television address on Civil Rights, 6/11/1963 

Foreign Policy 
“Two thousand years ago the proudest boast was "civis Romanus sum." Today, in the world of freedom, the proudest boast is "Ich bin ein Berliner." (JFK was trying to say ‘I am a citizen of Berlin’ but the phase he said really meant ‘I am a jelly doughnut’) There are many people in the world who really don't understand, or say they don't, what is the great issue between the Free World and the Communist world. Let them come to Berlin. And there are even a few who say that it's true that communism is an evil system, but it permits us to make economic progress. Let them come to Berlin! Freedom has many difficulties and democracy is not perfect, but we have never had to put a wall up to keep our people in, to prevent them from leaving us. I want to say, on behalf of my countrymen, who live many miles away on the other side of the Atlantic, who are far distant from you, that they take the greatest pride that they have been able to share with you, even from a distance, the story of the last eighteen years. I know of no town, no city, that has been besieged for eighteen years that still lives with the vitality and the force and the hope and the determination of the city of West Berlin. While the wall is the most obvious and vivid demonstration of the failures of the Communist system, for all the world to see, we take no satisfaction in it…separating families, dividing husbands and wives and brothers and sisters, and dividing a people who wish to be joined together.”

The Peace Corps (Established March 1, 1961)

President Kennedy’s Press Release on the Creation of the Peace Corps:

I have today signed an Executive Order providing for the establishment of a Peace Corps on a temporary pilot basis. I am also sending to Congress a message proposing authorization of a permanent Peace Corps. This Corps will be a pool of trained American men and women sent overseas by the U.S. Government or through private institutions and organizations to help foreign countries meet their urgent needs for skilled manpower.

Our Peace Corps is not designed as an instrument of diplomacy or propaganda or ideological conflict. It is designed to permit our people to exercise more fully their responsibilities in the great common cause of world development. Life in the Peace Corps will not be easy. There will be no salary and allowances will be at a level sufficient only to maintain health and meet basic needs. Men and women will be expected to work and live alongside the nationals of the country in which they are stationed—doing the same work, eating the same food, talking the same language. But if the life will not be easy, it will be rich and satisfying. For every young American who participates in the Peace Corps—who works in a foreign land—will know that he or she is sharing in the great common task of bringing to man that decent way of life which is the foundation of freedom and a condition of peace.

DOC #3 JFK Summary and Impressions

Media cultivated (formed) and protected image

While Kennedy envisioned all of these programs and ideas for his “New Frontier,” he was assassinated on November 22, 1963 in Dallas Texas.  In the two years of his presidency, he failed to pass any Civil Rights legislation and different federal funding programs.  Although he failed to do this, Kennedy’s image is still one of a great president.  The media referred to he and his family as “Camelot” (like King Arthur’s kingdom) because of their rich life style and many family members in high ranking places (including other Senators, Congressman and his brother Robert was even the Attorney General); they media made their family something that should be looked up to.   The media also made him seem like a very popular president, always being seen with celebrities such as Frank Sinatra and Marilyn Monroe.  Due to Kennedy’s assassination, his image lasted more than the scandals about him.  The Kennedy’s were rich due to his grandfather being a bootlegger in the 1920’s and the family kept very strong mafia ties.  These connections helped Kennedy win certain states when dead people came out to vote for him on the election ballot.  It is also highly speculated that the Kennedy’s had the mafia kill Marilyn Monroe when she threatened to reveal that her and the President were having an affair (Kennedy also had many affairs while President, usually telling women at dinner parties “let’s go somewhere quiet where we can talk politics”).  Kennedy was also very inexperienced in foreign policy and had several bad foreign policy failures.  
President Kennedy's Inaugural Address, January 20, 1961

John F. Kennedy became the 35th President of the United States in January of 1961. At 43, he was the youngest person to ever be elected President, he was also the nations first Roman Catholic President. Many of his opponents believed that these two characteristics would cause his downfall, however his drive and charisma would prevail challenge the nation to succeed.

Other Speeches: 
"Let the word go forth from this time and place, to friend and foe alike, that the torch has been passed to a new generation of Americans -- born in this century, tempered by war, disciplined by a hard and bitter peace, proud of our ancient heritage, and unwilling to witness or permit the slow undoing of those human rights to which this nation has always been committed, and to which we are committed today at home and around the world. Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe, to assure the survival and the success of liberty."

"And so, my fellow Americans, ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your country. My fellow citizens of the world, ask not what America will do for you, but what together we can do for the freedom of man."

Accomplishments

1. Minimum wages were raised from $1.00 to $1.25.

2. Created the Peace Corps which is an organization that gets volunteers to help poor countries.

3. Area Redevelopment Act which provides businesses loans and job retraining to poor areas.
4. Created the Alliance for Progress which provided economic aid to Latin American to encourage democracy and 
       capitalism. 

5. Significant funding increase in funding for defense and space programs, including a promise to put a man on the moon 
       by the end of the 1960s (and it happened!)

6. Civil Rights bill was presented to Congress in 193, but not acted on until following JFK’s death. 

7. Housing Act provided 5 billion for development of mass transit, and the construction of middle class housing. 

Criticisms
1. Many say Kennedy only got his job because his father helped him along. 

2. JFK made many foreign policy mistakes, like the Bay of Pigs and setting the stage for the Vietnam War. 

3. JFK invested 50 billion dollars into the ‘Space Race’ with the Soviet Union which was a useless race to build more 
              missiles and compete unnecessarily. 

4. It took Kennedy almost two years to get any civil rights legislation in place. 

5. He spent a lot of money and had a lot of secret personal problems like cheating on his wife and creating a positive 
               image of himself that wasn’t always accurate. 
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	President John F. Kennedy
Vice President: Lyndon Johnson


	
	Team Star Rating: 
__________________

__________________

__________________

	Domestic Accomplishments/Shortcomings

	

	Foreign Accomplishments/Shortcomings

	“The vows of this Nation can only be fulfilled if we in this Nation are first, and, therefore, we intend to be first. In short, our leadership in science and in industry, our hopes for peace and security, our obligations to ourselves as well as others, all require us to make this effort, to solve these mysteries, to solve them for the good of all men, and to become the world’s leading space-faring nation. We choose to go to the moon. We choose to go to the moon in this decade and do the other things, not because they are easy, but because they are hard, because that goal will serve to organize and measure the best of our energies and skills, because that challenge is one that we are willing to accept, one we are unwilling to postpone, and one which we intend to win, and the others, too. To be sure, we are behind, and will be behind for some time in manned flight. But we do not intend to stay behind, and in this decade, we shall make up and move ahead.” 




                                                                                                                           – JFK September 12, 1962 

“I believe that this nation should commit itself to achieving a goal, before this decade is out, of landing a man on the moon and returning him safely to the earth.”-JFK, special message to Congress,6/25/1961//The first moon landing occurred years after JFK’s death in 1969.


	Fascinating/Important Facts

	· JFK was the first Catholic president elected in the US.  He remains the only one.
· JFK (or possibly his speechwriter, Ted Sorenson) wrote Profiles of Courage, for which he won a Pulitzer Prize in 1955.
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"We choose to go to the moon in this decade and do the other things, not because they are easy, but because they are hard, because that goal will serve to organize and measure the best of our energies and skills, because that challenge is one that we are willing to accept, one we are unwilling to postpone, and one which we intend to win, and the others, too.


In the last 24 hours we have seen facilities now being created for the greatest and most complex exploration in man's history. We have felt the ground shake and the air shattered by the testing of a Saturn C-1 booster rocket, many times as powerful as the Atlas which launched John Glenn, generating power equivalent to 10,000 automobiles with their accelerators on the floor. We have seen the site where five F-1 rocket engines, each one as powerful as all eight engines of the Saturn combined, will be clustered together to make the advanced Saturn missile, assembled in a new building to be built at Cape Canaveral as tall as a 48 story structure, as wide as a city block, and as long as two lengths of this field.


Within these last 19 months at least 45 satellites have circled the earth. Some 40 of them were made in the United States of America and they were far more sophisticated and supplied far more knowledge to the people of the world than those of the Soviet Union. -President JFK, September 12, 1962





Specifically, Kennedy had eight goals in his New Frontier, most of which Congress rejected: 


Increased federal aid for education. Defeated. 


Medical care for the elderly. Defeated during the Kennedy administration, but eventually enacted as Medicare and Medicaid. 


Increase in the minimum wage minimum wage from $1 to $1.25 over two years and extending min. wage benefits to 3.6 million workers. Passed. 


Urban reforms. Modest success. 


Civil rights. None. Despite the lingering myth that JFK was a strong proponent of civil rights, his administration saw no major civil rights legislation. It was actually brother Robert Kennedy, JFK's attorney general, who was committed to civil rights. JFK, afraid of losing the always tenuous support of Southern Democrats, put civil rights on the back burner once he was in office. 


End to poverty. No. 


Major tax cuts. Defeated. 


Cold War goals. Yes, Kennedy's term saw both increased expenditures on defense and money for the new space program. 











Categories to Look For In Documents 


Public Persuasion 


Crisis Leadership


Economic Management 


Moral Authority 


International Relations 


Administrative Skills 


Relations with Congress 


Vision/Setting an Agenda 


Pursued Equal Justice For All 


Performance Within Context of Times 


Vision/Setting an Agenda 


Pursued Equal Justice For All 


Performance Within Context of Times 





Categories to Look For In Documents 


Public Persuasion 


Crisis Leadership


Economic Management 


Moral Authority 


International Relations 


Administrative Skills 


Relations with Congress 


Vision/Setting an Agenda 


Pursued Equal Justice For All 


Performance Within Context of Times 


Vision/Setting an Agenda 


Pursued Equal Justice For All 


Performance Within Context of Times 





Categories to look for in documents 


Public Persuasion 


Crisis Leadership


Economic Management 


Moral Authority 


International Relations 


Administrative Skills 


Relations with Congress 


Vision/Setting an Agenda 


Pursued Equal Justice For All 


Performance Within Context of Times 








