Counterculture and The Anti-War Movement

The Year 1968: HUGE TURNING POINT IN US HISTORY:

· MLK Jr and RFK Assassinated (Our heros are dead)

· My Lai Massacre televised from Vietnam (Violence and horror)

· Tet Offensive (We Are NOT winning)

· Mass Protest at the Democratic Convention in Chicago (Democratic party disillusioned)

As 1968 began, President Johnson and military brass offered optimistic appraisals of the situation in Vietnam. However, on January 30th, 70,000 North Vietnamese and Vietcong troops launched a massive, unexpected offensive on the lunar New Year holiday of Tet. Although American forces managed to repel enemy forces and casualties were comparatively low, public support for the war plummeted irrecoverably as Americans recognized the inevitability of stalemate. 
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War Hawks vs. Peace Doves

“Theoretically, I can accept the notion that there are circumstances in which you have to kill people. I could not accept the notion that Vietnam was one of those circumstances. And to me that left the option of either sitting by and watching what was an enormous injustice.. or finding some way to commit myself against it.  And the position that I felt comfortable with was committing myself against it was total noncooperation- I was not going to be a part of the machine”


-David Harris, The War Within 1968

 

“I’m bitter… It’s people like us who give up our sons for the country.. The college types, the professors, they go to Washington and tell the government what to do.. But their sons, they don’t end up in the swamps over there, in Vietnam. No sir. They’re deferred, because they’re in school. Or they get sent to safe places.. What bothers me about the peace crowd is that you can tell from their attitude, the way they look and what they say, that they don’t really love this country.”


-a firefighter quoted in Working Class War
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