Nixon Foreign Policy: Was it Necessary to Create an Atmosphere of Peace in the Era after Vietnam?
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A. Richard Nixon’s “Vietnamization Speech” (November 3, 1969) 

“We have adopted a plan which we have worked out in cooperation with the South Vietnamese for the complete withdrawal of all U.S. combat ground forces, and their replacement by South Vietnamese forces on an orderly scheduled timetable. This withdrawal will be made from strength and not from weakness. As South Vietnamese forces become stronger, the rate of American withdrawal can become greater. As I have indicated on several occasions, the rate of withdrawal will depend on developments on three fronts. One of these is the progress which can be made or might be made in the Paris talks. The other two factors on which we will base our withdrawal decisions are the level of enemy activity and the progress of the training programs of the South Vietnamese forces. And I am glad to be able to report tonight progress on both of these fronts has been greater than we anticipated when we started the program in June for withdrawal. As a result, our timetable for withdrawal is more optimistic than when we made our first estimates in June.”

** Peak American troop levels of 543,400 fell to 334,600 by 1970, 156,800 at the end of 1971, 39,000 at the end of 1972, and complete withdrawal of American ground forces by the end of 1973. 


B. Nixon’s Second Inaugural Address (January 20, 1973) 

“It is important that we understand both the necessity and the limitations of America’s role in maintaining that peace. Unless we in America work to preserve the peace, there will be no peace. Unless we in America work to preserve freedom, there will be no freedom. But let us clearly understand the new nature of America’s role, as a result of the new policies we have adopted over these past four years. We shall respect our treaty commitments. We shall support vigorously the principle that no country has the right to impose its will or rule on anther by force. We shall continue, in this era of negotiations, to work for the limitation of nuclear arms, and to reduce the danger of confrontation between the great powers. The time has passed when America will make every other nations’ conflict our own, or make every other nation’s future our responsibility, or presume to tell the people of other nations how to manage their own affairs. Together with the rest of the world, let us resolve to move forward from the beginnings we have made. Let us continue to bring down the walls of hostility which have divided the world for too long, and to build in their place bridges of understanding – so that despite profound differences between systems of government, the people of the world can be friends.”

C. Détente – (French, Noun) the easing of tension between nations 
“We should make it clear what the term détente means. It is trying to create a better relationship with the Soviet Union. It is a continuing process.”  Kissinger believed that “peace was not a universal realization of one nation’s desires, but a general acceptance of a concept of international order.”  









– Henry Kissinger, 1974
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Kissinger served as National Security Advisor and later concurrently (at the same time) as Secretary of State in the Richard Nixon administration. Kissinger emerged unscathed from the Watergate scandal, and maintained his powerful position when Gerald Ford became President. His foreign policy record made him 
a nemesis (enemy) to both the anti-war left and the anti-communist right alike.
D. Relations with China
(1) Negotiating with Communists

“I always believed the Communists when they said that their goal was to bring the world under Communist control. But unlike some anti-communists who think we should refuse to deal with them, I have always believed that we can and must communicate and negotiate with them. They are too powerful to ignore. As long as we remember that everything the Communists do, they do for their own good, than we can speak with them. It is better and safer to talk with the communists than to live in Cold War isolation from each other.” 




– Richard M. Nixon, 1978
(2) Ping Pong Diplomacy
On April 12, a Pan Am 707 landed in Detroit, Michigan, carrying the People’s Republic of China’s world champion table tennis team for a series of matches and tours in ten cities around the United States. The era of Ping-Pong diplomacy had begun 12 months earlier when the American team – in Nagoya, Japan, for the World Table Tennis Championship – got a surprise invitation from their Chinese colleagues to visit the People’s Republic. Time magazine called it “The ping heard round the world.” And with good reason: no group of Americans had been invited to China since the Communist takeover in 1949. The Chinese felt that by opening a door to the United States, they could put their mostly hostile neighbors on notice about a possible shift in alliances. The United States welcomed the opportunity; President Richard M. Nixon had written: “We simply cannot afford to leave China outside the family of nations.” Soon after the U.S. team’s trip, Nixon, not wanting to lose momentum secretly sent Secretary of State Henry Kissinger to Peking to arrange a Presidential visit to China. Nixon’s journey seven months later, in February 1972, would become one of the most important events in U.S. postwar history. “Never before in history has a sport been used so effectively as a tool of international diplomacy,” said Chinese Premier Cho En-lai. For Nixon, it was “the week that changed the world.” 

“Both sides are of the view that it would be against the interests of the peoples of the world ... for major countries to divide up the world into spheres of interest.” 



- Nixon
While Nixon's visit did not erase U.S.-Chinese tensions, it served to lessen them and put additional pressure on the Soviet Union to further negotiate an arms limitation treaty, SALT I, with Washington.
E. Relations with the Soviet Union
S.A.L.T. (Strategic Arms Limitation Talks) Agreement (May 26th, 1972) 

Article 1 The Parties undertake not to start construction of additional fixed land-based intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) launchers after July 1, 1972.
Article III The Parties undertake to limit submarine-launched ballistic missile (SLBM) launchers and modern ballistic missile submarines to the numbers operational and under construction on the date of signature of this Interim Agreement, and in addition to launchers and submarines constructed under procedures established by the Parties as replacements for an equal number of ICBM launchers of older types deployed prior to 1964 or for launchers on older submarines. 
Article V (3) Each Party undertakes not to use deliberate (purposeful) concealment measures which impede (get in the way of) verification by national technical means of compliance with the provisions of this Interim Agreement. This obligation shall not require changes in current construction, assembly, conversion, or overhaul practices. 

Article VII The Parties undertake to continue active negotiations for limitations on strategic offensive arms. The obligations provided for in this Interim Agreement shall not prejudice the scope or terms of the limitations on strategic offensive arms which may be worked out in the course of further negotiations. 
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In the meeting with Nixon and Chou, a discussion of relationships between nations happened. There was a focus on learning about China and Chinese life. 

Prime Minister Chou: “We shall reply to them [the press] not only what we have done wrong. Only in this way can we enable (help) others to make comparisons and look at things from the point of view of development.” 
· Memorandum of Conversation, Top Secret    
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