Should the United States Have Pursued a Policy of Expansion in the Philippines? 
DOCUMENT #1 Annexation of the Philippines
(1) Background

Americans divided sharply in 1899 over whether to annex the Philippines as part of the United States. In 1900 Democratic presidential candidate William Jennings Bryan, running for a second time against William McKinley, made anti-imperialism the central issue of his campaign. McKinley won easily and historian Walter LaFeber has argued that Bryan's defeat showed that the American public had reached a fundamental consensus in favor of American expansionism abroad. "By 1899," LaFeber concludes, "the United States had forged a new empire." Still, the conflict between imperialists, isolationists, and Filipinos who fought for their nation's independence would echo in debates over U.S. foreign policy for the rest of the twentieth century. 




Source: http://herb.ashp.cuny.edu
(2) “Hold a moment longer! Not quite yet, gentlemen! Before you go I would like to say just a word about the Philippine business. I have been criticized a good deal about the Philippines, but don't deserve it. The truth is I didn't want the Philippines, and when they came to us, as a gift from the gods, I did not know what to do with them. When the Spanish War broke out Dewey was at Hongkong, and I ordered him to go to Manila and to capture or destroy the Spanish fleet, and he had to; because, if defeated, he had no place to refit on that side of the globe, and if the Dons were victorious they would likely cross the Pacific and ravage our Oregon and California coasts. And so he had to destroy the Spanish fleet, and did it! But that was as far as I thought then. When next I realized that the Philippines had dropped into our laps I confess I did not know what to do with them....I walked the floor of the White House night after night until midnight, and I am not ashamed to tell you, gentlemen, that I went down on my knees and prayed to Almighty G-d for light and guidance...And one night late it came to me this way...(1) That we could not give them back to Spain - that would be cowardly and dishonorable; (2) that we could not turn them over to France or Germany, our commercial rivals in the Orient, -that would be bad business and discreditable; (3) that we could not leave them to themselves - they were unfit for self-government-and they would soon have anarchy and misrule worse than Spain's was; (4) that there was nothing left for us to do but to take them all, and to educate the Filipinos, and uplift and civilize and Christianize them as our fellow men for whom Christ also died. And then I went to bed and went to sleep and slept soundly."

- President William McKinley on the Philippines, The Christian Advocate, January 22, 1903

(3) “The Declaration of Independence does not forbid us to do our part in the regeneration of the world. If it did, the Declaration would be wrong, just as the Articles of Confederation, drafted by the very same men who signed the Declaration, was found to be wrong. The Declaration has no application to the present situation. It was written by self-governing men for self-governing men. It was written by men who, for a century and a half, had been experimenting in self-government on this continent, and whose ancestors for hundreds of years before had been gradually developing toward that high and holy estate.

The Declaration applies only to people capable of self-government. How dare any man prostitute this expression of the very elect of self-governing peoples to a race of Malay children of barbarism, schooled in Spanish methods and ideas? And you who say the Declaration applies to all men, how dare you deny its application to the American Indian? And if you deny it to the Indian at home, how dare you grant it to the Malay abroad? . . .That flag has never paused in its onward march. Who dares halt it now - now, when history's largest events are carrying it forward; now, when we are at last one people, strong enough for any task, great enough for any glory destiny can bestow? How comes it that our first century closes with the process of consolidating the American people into a unit just accomplished, and quick upon the stroke of that great hour presses upon us our world opportunity, world duty, and world glory, which none but the people welded into an invisible nation can achieve or perform?








- Senator Albert Beveridge, 1900
"The Philippines are ours forever... And just beyond the Philippines are China's illimitable markets. We will not retreat from either. We will not repudiate our duty in the archipelago. We will not abandon our opportunity in the Orient. We will not renounce our part in the mission of our race, trustee, under G-d, of the civilization of the world. And we will move forward to our work ... with gratitude…and thanksgiving to Almighty G-d that He has marked us as His chosen people, henceforth to lead in the regeneration of the world..." 
- Senator Albert Beveridge, 1900

DOCUMENT #2 Is it worth the ‘cost’?

(1) “When we come to examine the public temper, we will find that the depression, together with such events is the end of colonial settlement, the growth of trusts (Big Business), and the increase of internal social conflict had brought frustrations…It is a psychological commonplace that we tend to respond to frustration with acts of aggression ...It seems that the underdog in American society was more open to the idea of war with Spain than those groups that were happy with their political or economic positions.”  

- Richard Hofstadter, Manifest Destiny and the Philippines, 1952

(2) "The forcible annexation of the Philippine Islands would prove a source of pecuniary (financial) loss rather than gain. Who can estimate in money and men the cost of subduing and keeping in subjection eight millions of people, six thousand miles away, scattered over twelve hundred islands and living under a tropical sun? If this question is to be settled upon the basis of dollars and cents, who will insure the nation that the receipts (return) will equal the expenditures (what we put in)? Who will guarantee that the income from the Philippines, be it great or small, will find its way back into the pockets of the people who, through taxation, will furnish the money? And even if the amount invested in ships, armament (weapons), and in the equipment of soldiers is returned dollar for dollar, who will place a price upon the blood that will be shed?...The demand for a standing army of one hundred thousand men is the beginning of a policy which will increase the hours of toil and fill the homes of the land with vacant chairs...while the Philippines will not prove inviting to Americans, we shall probably draw a considerable number from the islands to the United States. The emigration will be eastward, rather than westward. During the six years from 1899 to 1894 more than ninety thousand coolies left India, and we may expect an influx of Malays...The farmers and laboring men constitute a large majority of American people; what is there in annexation for them? Heavy taxes, Asiatic emigration, and an opportunity to furnish more sons for the army. Will it pay?"  






-William Jennings Bryan, Will It Pay, 1899
DOCUMENT #3A              A Global Responsibility

"The White Man's Burden" by Rudyard Kipling; McClure's Magazine, February 1899
	Take up the White Man's burden-

Send forth the best ye breed-

Go, bind your sons to exile

To serve your captives' need;

To wait, in heavy harness,

On fluttered folk and wild-

Your new-caught sullen peoples,

Half devil and half child.

Take up the White Man's burden-

In patience to abide,

To veil the threat of terror

And check the show of pride;

By open speech and simple,

A hundred times made plain,

To seek another's profit

And work another's gain.

Take up the White Man's burden-

The savage wars of peace-

Fill full the mouth of Famine,

And bid the sickness cease;

And when your goal is nearest

(The end for others sought)

Watch sloth and heathen folly

Bring all your hope to nought (nothing). 

Take up the White Man's burden-

No iron rule of kings,

But toil of serf and sweeper-

The tale of common things.


	The ports ye shall not enter,

The roads ye shall not tread,

Go, make them with your living

And mark them with your dead.
Take up the White Man's burden,

And reap his old reward-

The blame of those ye better

The hate of those ye guard-

The cry of hosts ye humour

(Ah, slowly!) toward the light:-

"Why brought ye us from bondage,

Our loved Egyptian night?"

Take up the White Man's burden-

Ye dare not stoop to less-

Nor call too loud on Freedom

To cloak your weariness.

By all ye will or whisper,

By all ye leave or do,

The silent sullen peoples

Shall weigh your G-d and you.

Take up the White Man's burden!

Have done with childish days-

The lightly-proffered laurel,

The easy ungrudged praise:

Comes now, to search your manhood

Through all the thankless years,

Cold, edged with dear-bought wisdom,

The judgment of your peers.


DOCUMENT #4A      Pro-Imperialism
Pro-Imperialism Sentiments
Captain Alfred T. Mahan says the naval requirements make imperialism necessary (1897)

"Whether they will or not, Americans must now look outward. The growth of production of the country demands ft. An increasing volume of public sentiment demands it. The position of the United States between the two great oceans, the Atlantic and the Pacific, will link two great worlds. There will be an increased growth of European colonies in the Pacific, advancing civilization in Japan, and the rapid peopling of our Pacific states. Therefore, three things are needed: First, protection of our chief harbors. Second, a naval force with offensive power and the ability to extend its influence outward. Third, no foreign state should acquire a coaling position within three thousand miles of San Francisco."

DOCUMENT #4B
"Showing the Light to the Filipinos”
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DOCUMENT #5 Anti-Imperialism 
Anti-Imperialism Sentiments - concerning the Philippines
(1) Mark Twain speaks against keeping the Philippines

"We have crushed a deceived and confiding people. We have turned against the weak and friendless who trusted us. We have stamped out a just and intelligent and well-ordered republic. We have stabbed an ally in the back. We have robbed a trusting friend of his land and liberty. We have corrupted America's honor and blackened her face before the world."

(2) The Boston Post, July 18,1899

"Resolved, that the colored people of Boston in meeting assembled, desire to enter their solemn protest against the present unjustified invasion by American soldiers of the Philippine islands.

Resolved, That, while the tights of colored citizens in the South, sacredly guaranteed them by the amendment of the Constitution, are shamefully disregarded; and, while frequent lynchings of Negroes who are denied a civilized trial area reproach to Republican government, the duty of the President and country is to reform 

these crying domestic wrongs and not to attempt the civilization of alien peoples by powder and shot."

(3) Anti-Imperialist League Platform, October 1899
"We hold that the policy known as imperialism is hostile to liberty, and tends toward militarism. Imperialism seeks to extinguish the spirit of 1776 in those islands. We maintain that governments derive their power from the consent of the governed. We insist that the subjugation of any people is 'criminal aggression.'…We hold, that no man is good enough to govern another man without the other's consent. Furthermore, our administration is deliberately creating a condition of war anywhere on the face of this globe. We deplore the sacrifice of soldiers and sailors, whose bravery deserves admiration in an unjust war. We demand the immediate cessation of the war against liberty, begun by Spain and continued by us. We urge that Congress be promptly convened to announce to the Filipinos our purpose to concede to them the independence for which they have so long fought and which of right is theirs. . .”
DOCUMENT #3B
Uncle Sam Teaches a Class In "Self-Government"
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DOCUMENT #3C
Uncle Sam Finds "Something Lacking" In New Possessions
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