Muckrakers: Reforming Society
Upton Sinclair The Jungle – A Book about the Meatpacking Industry 
[image: image1.emf]Upton Sinclair wrote a best selling book, The Jungle, in which he described conditions in the meat – packing industry. 

There was never the least attention paid to what was cut up for sausage; there would come all the way back from Europe old sausage that had been rejected, and that was moldy and white – it would be dosed with borax and glycerin, and dumped into the hoppers, and made over again for home consumption. There would be meat that had tumbled out on the floor, in the dirt and sawdust, where the workers had tramped and spit uncounted billions of consumption germs. There would be meat stored in great piles in rooms; and the water from leaky roofs would drip over it, and thousands of rats would race about on it. It was too dark in these storage places to see well, but a man could run his hand over these piles of meat and sweep off handfuls of the dried dung of rats. These rats were nuisances, and the packers would put poisoned bread out for them; they would die, and then rats, bread, and meat would go into the hoppers together. This is no fairy story and no joke; the meat would be shoveled into carts, and the man who did the shoveling would not trouble to lift out a rat even when he saw one – there were things that went into the sausage in comparison with which a poisoned rat was a tidbit. 
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Ida Tarbell History of the Standard Oil Company 
She wrote a history of the business practices of John D. Rockefeller’s Standard Oil Company, in which she described the cutthroat methods the company used to eliminate competition.  

“Very often people who admit the facts, are willing to see that Mr. Rockefeller has employed force and fraud to secure his ends, justify him by declaring, “It’s business.” That is, “it’s business” has come to be a legitimate excuse for hard dealing, sly tricks, special privileges. It is a common enough thing to hear men arguing that the ordinary laws of morality do not apply in business. And what are we going to do about it, for it is our business? We the people of the United States, and nobody else, must cure whatever is wrong in the industrial situation, typified by this narrative of the growth of the Standard Oil Company. That our first task is to secure free and equal transportation privileges by rail, pipe and waterway is evident. It is not an easy matter. It is one which may require operations which will seem severe; but the whole system of discrimination has been nothing but violence, and those who have profited by it cannot complain if the curing of the evils they have wrought bring hardship in turn on them. At all events, until the transportation matter is settled, and right, the monopolistic trust will be with us -- a leech on our pockets, a barrier to our free efforts.” 
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Jacob Riis, How the Other Half Lives 
In 1890, Jacob Riis published his study of tenement life in New York City, entitles How the Other Half Lives.  This book was filled with photographs showing the horrible conditions in the cities and slums at the time.  Jacob Riis later wrote to explain the book’s purpose: “My aim was to arouse conscience and excite sympathy.” 

“Be a little careful, please! The hall is dark and you might stumble over the children pitching pennies back there. Not that it would hurt them, kicks and cuffs are their daily diet. They have little else. Here where the hall turns and dives into utter darkness is a step, and another, another. A flight of stairs. You can feel your way, if you cannot see it. Close? Yes! What would you have? All the fresh air that ever enters these stairs comes from the hall-door that is forever slamming, and from the windows of dark bedrooms that in turn receive from the stairs their sole supply of the elements God meant to be free, but man deals out with such an ungenerous hand. That was a woman filling her pail by the hydrant you just bumped against. The sinks are in the hallway, that all the tenants may have access-and all be poisoned alike by their summer stenches. Hear the pump squeak! It is the lullaby of tenement-house babes. In summer, when a thousand thirsty throats pant for a cooling drink in this block, it is worked in vain. But the saloon, whose open door you passed in the hall, is always there. The smell of it has followed you up. Here is a door. Listen! That short hacking cough, that tiny, helpless wail-what do they mean? They mean that the soiled bow of white you saw on the door downstairs will have another story to tell-Oh!! A sadly familiar story-before the day is at an end. That dark bedroom killed it. When the summer heats come with their suffering, they have meaning more terrible than words can tell. Come over here. Step carefully over this baby-it is a baby, spite of its rags and dirt-under these iron bridges called fire-escapes, but loaded down, despite the incessant watchfulness of the firemen, with broken household goods, with wash-tubs and barrels, over which no man could climb from a fire.” 

Women’s Rights Margaret Sanger devoted her life to legalizing birth control and making it universally available for women. Born in 1879, Sanger came of age during the heyday of the Comstock Act, a federal statute that criminalized contraceptives. Margaret Sanger believed that the only way to change the law was to break it. Starting in the 1910s, Sanger actively challenged federal and state Comstock laws to bring birth control information and contraceptive devices to women. Her fervent ambition was to find the perfect contraceptive to relieve women from the horrible strain of repeated, unwanted pregnancies. Sanger's commitment to birth control sprung from personal tragedy. One of eleven children born to a working class Irish Catholic family in Corning, New York, at age nineteen Margaret watched her mother die of tuberculosis. Just 50 years old, her mother had wasted away from the strain of eleven childbirths and seven miscarriages. Facing her father over her mother's coffin, Margaret lashed out, "You caused this. Mother is dead from having too many children."  
Determined to escape her mother's fate, Sanger fled Corning to attend nursing school in the Catskills. Eventually, she found work in New York City as a visiting nurse on the Lower East Side. It was there that [image: image4.jpg]


Sanger saw her personal tragedy writ large in the lives of poor, immigrant women. Lacking effective contraceptives, many women, when faced with another unwanted pregnancy, resorted to five-dollar back-alley abortions. It was after these botched abortions that Sanger was usually called in to care for the women. After experiencing many women's trauma and suffering, Sanger began to shift her attention from nursing to the need for better contraceptives. Although married and the mother of three young children, Sanger devoted more and more of her time to her mission. Sanger's anger turned into militancy, and her family took a backseat to her crusade. In 1914 she coined the term "birth control" and soon began to provide women with information and contraceptives. Indicted in 1915 for sending diaphragms through the mail and arrested in 1916 for opening the first birth control clinic in the country, Sanger would not be deterred. In 1921 she founded the American Birth Control League, the precursor to the Planned Parenthood Federation, and spent her next three decades campaigning to bring safe and effective birth control into the American mainstream. 
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Labor Rights: 
Mother Jones Mary Harris, the daughter of a Roman Catholic tenant farmer, was born on 1st May, 1830 near Cork, Ireland. Mary's father got into trouble for his political activities and in 1838 decided to move the family to Toronto, Canada.

After graduating from high school, Mary became a school teacher and worked in Michigan before settling in Memphis, Tennessee. In 1861 she married George Jones, an iron molder. Like her father, Jones held left-wing political views and was an active member of the Iron Molders' Union. In 1867 a yellow fever epidemic swept through Memphis, killing Mary's husband and her four children. She decided to move to Chicago where she set up as a seamstress. However, the 1871 Chicago Fire destroyed her home and her business. Jones now became a full-time trade union organizer. Specializing in helping miners in their fight for decent wages, improved working conditions and an end to child labour. Her work involved making speeches, recruiting members and organizing soup kitchens and women's auxiliary groups during strikes. After the formation of the United Mine Workers Union in 1890, Jones became one of its officials. Jones, who by the 1890s, was in her sixties, was always affectionately called Mother Jones by the other trade unionists. In 1905 Jones helped to form the radical labour organisation, the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW). As a member of the Industrial Workers of the World (also called Wobblies) Jones travelled the country helping workers to form themselves into unions. In 1908 Jones played a leading role in the mine strike in Paint Creek, West Virginia. During the strike, men employed by the mine-owners, machine-gunned the strikers and their families. When a company guard was murdered, Jones was arrested. Now aged seventy-eight, Jones was found guilty of being involved in the crime and was sentenced to twenty years in prison. A senatorial investigation discovered she was innocent of the charges and the sentence was overturned. Jones was also involved in organizing workers in the mining strikes in Colorado in 1913 and 1923. This again led to her arrest and a nine week spell in prison. Now aged eighty-three, Jones was deported but when she returned to the strike area she was once again imprisoned. In 1925 Jones published her autobiography. She defiantly wrote: "In spite of oppressors, in spite of false leaders the cause of the workers continues onward. Slowly his hours are shortened, slowly his standards of living rise to include some of the good and beautiful things in life. Slowly, those who create the wealth of the world are permitted to share it. The future is in labor's strong, rough hands." Soon after celebrating her 100th birthday, Mary Harris Jones died on 30th November, 1930. After a funeral attended by over 20,000 people, Jones was buried in the United Mine Workers Union Cemetery in Mount Olive, Illinois.

Fighting Corruption
Steffens exposed corruption in city politics in a series of articles for McClure’s magazine entitled “Shame of the Cities,” in which Steffens criticized the city governments of both Republicans and Democrats.

“Boss Magee’s idea was not to corrupt the city government, but to be it; not to hire votes in councils, but to own councilmen; and so, having seized control of his organization, his nominated cheap or dependent men for the select and common councils.  Relatives and friends were his first choice, then came bartenders, saloon-keepers, liquor dealers…Businessmen came almost as cheap as politicians, and they came at the city’s expense…The manufacturers and the merchants were kept well in hand by little municipal grants and privileges.”  

Excerpt from Lincoln Steffen’s Shame of the Cities – “[Political] Boss Magee’s idea was not to corrupt the city government, but to become the city government; not to hire votes in councils, but to own councilmen; and so, having seized control of his organization, he nominated cheap or dependent men for the select and common councils.  Relatives and friends were his first choice, then came bartenders, saloon-keepers, liquor dealers…Businessmen came almost as cheap as politicians, and they came at the city’s expense…The manufacturers and the merchants were kept well in hand by little municipal (city government) grants and privileges”

Thomas Nast, political cartoons, New York Times/Harper’s Weekly


Facts: The city reformers changed the urban political institutions to combat the corrupt political machines. While some cities received more freedom from state administrations to deal with problems at local levels, others created special bureaus to conduct nonpartisan investigations. Many communities assigned the power and responsibility to coordinate city activities to small elected commissions. From this arrangement came the city manager system, first used in Galveston, Texas, which involved the hiring of a professional manager to oversee city affairs on a nonpartisan basis. Under the direction of progressive leaders, some cities also regained control over the power and water systems and operated them as departments of the city government. The success of progressive leadership in the city encouraged followers to run for state office. In Wisconsin, perhaps the most progressive state during the era, Governor Robert La Follette challenged corrupt corporations and political machines. Before his election as governor, La Follette served three terms as a progressive Republican congressman. During that time he developed a reputation as an uncompromising enemy of corruption. State Reforms: Reform governors such as Theodore Roosevelt of New York, Robert M. LaFollete of Wisconsin, and Woodrow Wilson of New Jersey, all helped get reforms passed in their respective states. In addition, reforms first proposed by the Populist Party were enacted in order to make state governments more responsive to the needs of the people.  

	State Reforms

	Secret Ballot
	Privacy at the ballot box ensures that citizens can cast votes without party bosses knowing how they voted.

	Initiative
	Allows voters to petition state legislatures in order to consider a bill desired by citizens.

	Referendum
	Allows voters to decide if a bill or proposed amendment should be passed.

	Recall
	Allows voters to petition to have an elected representative removed from office.

	Direct
Primary
	Ensures that voters select candidates to run for office, rather than party bosses.
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Muckrakers Looking out for the Children: Jane Addams – The Hull House

Founded in 1889 by Jane Addams and Ellen Gates Starr, Hull House was the first Settlement House in Chicago. Located in the Charles Hull Mansion on Chicago’s Near West Side, Hull House quickly grew to a complex of thirteen buildings, including a theater, art gallery, clubs, dining hall, nursery school, residence for working women, the only library in the neighborhood, and one of the first free gymnasiums in the country. More than a thousand people from the neighborhood came to the settlement each week for its education, artistic, and social programs. 
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The Hull House community encouraged a remarkable number of social reforms, many which were pushed by women. Residents helped establish the world’s first juvenile court, the city’s first public playground, and campaigned for improved housing regulations, sanitation, public schools, and ward politics. They also launched initiatives calling for passage of the Illinois’ Mothers’ Pension Law occupational health and safety regulations, child labor laws, and woman’s suffrage.  

“America’s future will be determined by the home and the school. The child becomes largely what he is taught; hence, we must watch what we teach, and how we live.” -Jane Addams

Excerpt from Robert Hunter’s The Children Who Toll
In 1904 Hunter published his book Poverty. Based largely on his experiences in Chicago and New York, Hunter, attempted to define and measure poverty, describe some of its evils, to point out certain remedial (corrective) actions, and show that the evils of poverty are reproduced (repeated). He exposed the evils of child labor taking place. Hunter argued in his book that there were over 10 million people living in poverty in America. 
A few years later, Mary was sent out to a candy factory where she dipped candy six days of the week, from seven in the morning to seven at night.  When the Christmas season can around, she worked longer, sometimes seventy-eight, seventy-nine and eighty hours a week.  She hardly knew that this great season meant for many children glowing fires . . . toys, stockings, candy and loving words . . . She only knew that when this season came she had to hurry to make candy, which she never ate.  Mary’s eyes grew tired and blurred, her little body was shaken – first with bronchitis – and then came a more stubborn cough that racked her little frame.  The drugstore medicines failed to bring relief, and during the following year the life which had been full of nothing but hunger and toil, passed away.” 

Ida B. Wells – Fighting against segregation in schools and lynching

Ida B. Wells-Barnett was a fearless anti-lynching crusader, suffragist, women's rights advocate, journalist, and speaker. She stands as one of our nation's most uncompromising leaders and most ardent defenders of democracy. In 1892 three of her friends were lynched for taking away customers from competing white businesses. Her newspaper office was destroyed as a result of the muckraking and investigative journalism she pursued after the killing of her three friends. She could not return to Memphis, so she moved to Chicago where she continued her blistering journalistic attacks on Southern injustices, being especially active in investigating and exposing the fraudulent "reasons" given to lynch Black men, which by now had become a common occurrence.  She also became a tireless worker for women's suffrage. Not able to tolerate injustice of any kind, Ida B. Wells-Barnett, along with Jane Addams, successfully blocked the establishment of segregated schools in Chicago. 

“But this question affects the entire American nation, and from several points of view: First, on the ground of consistency. Our watchword has been "the land of the free and the home of the brave." Brave men do not gather by thousands to torture and murder a single individual, so gagged and bound he cannot make even feeble resistance or defense. Neither do brave men or women stand by and see such things done without compunction of conscience, nor read of them without protest…. Surely it should be the nation's duty to correct its own evils!”
	Muckraker
	Work
	Subject
	Results

	Thomas Nast
	Political
Cartoons
	Political corruption by NYC's political machine, Tammany Hall, led by Boss Tweed.
	Tweed was convicted of embezzlement and died in prison.


	Jacob Riis
	How the Other Half Lives
(1890)
	Living conditions of the urban poor; focused on tenements.
	NYC passed building codes to promote safety and health.


	Ida B. Wells
	A Red Record (1895)
	Provided statistics on the lynching of African-Americans.
	NAACP joined the fight for Federal anti-lynching legislation.


	Frank Norris
	The Octopus (1901)
	This fictional book exposed monopolistic railroad practices in California.
	In Northern Securities v. U.S. (1904), the holding company controlling railroads in the Northwest was broken up.


	Ida Tarbell
	"History of Standard Oil Company" in McClure's Magazine
(1904)
	Exposed the ruthless tactics of the Standard Oil Company through a series of articles published in McClure's Magazine.
	In Standard Oil v. U.S. (1911), the company was declared a monopoly and broken up.

	Lincoln Steffans
	The Shame of the Cities
(1904)
	Examined political corruption in cities across the United States.
	Cities began to use city commissions and city managers.


	Upton Sinclair
	The Jungle
(1906)
	Investigated dangerous working conditions and unsanitary procedures in the meat-packing industry.
	In 1906 the Meat Inspection Act and Pure Food and Drug Act were passed.


	Jane
Addams
	Life in the Hull House
	Reforming life for immigrants, children, and women 
	Pioneer in the field of social work who founded the settlement house movement through the establishment of Hull House in Chicago, Illinois.


	Margaret
Sanger
	Pamphlets 
	Birth control, women’s health, immigrant and poor access to reproductive health options and contraception, accused of supporting Eugenicists 
	Educated urban poor about the benefits of family planning through birth control. She founded the organization that became Planned Parenthood.


	Progressive Legislation 

	1901  
	New York State Tenement House Law
	Requires fire escapes, lights in dark hallways, a window in each room

	1902 
	Maryland Workmen's Compensation Law  
	Provide benefits for workers injured on the job 

	
	Wisconsin Direct Primary Law
	Allows voters to select candidates 

	
	Oregon Initiative and Referendum laws
	Gives voters power to initiate legislation and vote on important issues

	
	Newlands Act 
	Funds irrigation projects in West 

	1903 
	Oregon women's labor law
	Limits work for women in industry to 10 hours a day 

	
	Elkins Act 
	Strengthens Interstate Commerce Act 

	1906 
	Hepburn Act 
	Authorizes Interstate Commerce Commission to set maximum railroad rates

	
	Pure Food and Drug Act 
	Prohibits sale of adulterated or fraudulently labeled foods and drugs

	
	Meat Inspection Act 
	Enforces sanitary conditions in meatpacking plants 

	1910  
	Mann Act 
	Prohibits interstate transportation of women for immoral purposes 

	1913 
	16th Amendment 
	Authorizes federal income tax 

	1915 
	Seaman's Act 
	Regulates conditions of maritime workers 

	1916 
	Federal Farm Loan Act 
	Provide farmers with low interest loans 

	
	Federal Child Labor Law 
	Barred products produced by children from interstate commerce (declared unconstitutional in 1918)  

	1919 
	18th Amendment 
	Prohibited sale and production of intoxicating liquors 

	1920 
	19th Amendment  
	Gave women the right to vote 


