DOCUMENT #1 NEUTRALITY 

#1A   Wilson's Speech (August 19, 1914)
The tendency of many Americans to favor the Allied Powers was increased in the first week of the war when the German army, on its way to France, invaded and overran Belgium. A German leader referred to his country's 80 year old treaty* guaranteeing Belgian neutrality as a mere "scrap of paper." Reports of German atrocities in Belgium, many of them exaggerated, filled the newspapers. Keenly aware of the feelings dividing Americans, President Wilson appealed to Americans to remain neutral:

“My fellow Americans: The effect of the war upon the United States will depend upon what American citizens say and do. Everyone who really loves America will act and speak in the true spirit of neutrality, which is the spirit of impartiality and fairness and friendliness to all concerned. The people of the United States are drawn from many nations, and chiefly from nations now at war. It is natural that some will wish one nation, others another, to win this great struggle. Such divisions among us might seriously stand in the way of carrying out our duty as the one great nation at peace, [the] one people holding itself ready to play the role of impartial umpire, urging peace and compromises as a friend. I therefore speak a solid word of warning to you against passionately taking sides. The United States must be neutral in fact as well as in name during these days that are to try men's souls. We must be impartial in thought as well as in action.”
*Treaty of London, 1939: Under the treaty, the European powers recognized and guaranteed the independence and neutrality of Belgium and confirmed the independence of the German speaking part of Luxembourg. Its main historical significance was Article VII, which required Belgium to remain perpetually neutral, and by implication committed the signatory powers to guard that neutrality in the event of invasion.

#1B   Immigrants in the United States
People of European Background in the United States 1910
(Total United States Population: 91, 972,266)

	Country of Origin
	Foreign-Born
	American Born with

One or Two Foreign-

Born Parents
	Total

	Germany
	2,501,181
	5,781,437
	8,282,618

	Austria-Hungary
	1,670,524
	1,031,262
	2,701,786

	Great Britain*
	1,219,968
	2,011,084
	3,231,052

	Russia
	1,732,421
	1,020,254
	2,752,675

	Italy
	1,343,070
	755,290
	2,098,360


*Excludes Ireland

DOCUMENT #2  FREEDOM OF THE SEAS
A Warning  
	 (1) NOTICE!

              Travelers intending to embark on the Atlantic voyage are reminded that a state of war exists between    

              Germany and her allies and Great Britain and her allies; that the zone of war includes the waters adjacent 
              (next to) the British Isles; that, in accordance with formal notice given by the Imperial Germany   

              Government, vessels flying the flag of Great Britain, or of any of her allies, are liable to destruction in those 
              waters and that travelers sailing in the war zone on ships of Great Britain or her allies do so at their own 
              risk.                                                                        Imperial German Embassy
Washington, D.C., April 22, 1915.


(2) New York Times Reports: 
“All the News That’s Fit to Print”  
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New York Saturday May 1915.
LUSITANIA SUNK BY A SUBMARINE, PROBABLY 1,260 DEAD; TWICE TORPEDOED OFF IRISH COAST; SINKS IN 15 MINUTES;

CAPT. TURNER SAVED, FROHMAN AND VANDERBILT MISSING; WASHINGTON BELIEVES THAT A GRAVE CRISIS IS AT HAND
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THE LUSITANIA IS SUNK;
1,000 PROBABLY ARE LOS1





Sinking of the Lusitania
An ocean liner for the British Cunard Steamship Lines, the Lusitania was sunk by a German U-boat on May 7, 1915. 

1,195 people died, 128 of them American. The sinking of the Lusitania became one of the reasons for hastening the U.S.’s involvement in WWI, for though it was carrying munitions in its holds, it was being operated as a civilian vessel.

(3) Germany justifies sinking the Lusitania, 
      May 28, 1915    





June 7, 1906: Launch of the RMS Lusitania
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“The government of the United States proceeds on the assumption that the Lusitania is to be considered an ordinary, unarmed merchant vessel.  According to reports at hand here, the Lusitania…undoubtedly had guns on board which were mounted under [deck] and masked...High rewards have been offered by the British government as a special incentive for the destruction of German submarines by merchant vessels, and such rewards have already been paid out. In view of these facts…imperial government is unable to consider English merchant vessels any longer as 'undefended territory' in the zone of 
maritime war.  The German commanders are consequently no longer in a position to observe the rules of capture otherwise usual...Lastly, the Imperial Government must specially point out that on their last trip the Lusitania had Canadian troops and munitions on board…The German government believes that it acts in just self defense when it seeks to protect the lives of, soldiers by destroying ammunition destined for the enemy with the means of war at its command.”
DOCUMENT #3  SUBMARINES and the SEA

3A Germany Announces Submarine Campaign (February 4, 1915)

“Just as England has designated the area between Scotland and Norway as an area of war, so Germany now declares all the waters surrounding Great Britain and Ireland including the entire English Channel as an area of war, and thus will proceed against the shipping of the enemy.  For this purpose, beginning February 18, 1915, it will endeavor to destroy every enemy merchant ship that is found in this area of war without it always being possible to avert the peril that thus threatens any cargoes.  Neutrals are therefore warned against further entrusting crews, passengers, and wares to such ships...”
3B  The United States Government Protests German Use of Submarines (February 10, 1915)

“The Government of the United States...expresses the confident hope that and expectation that American citizens and their vessels will not be molested by the naval forces of Germany otherwise than by visit and search, though their vessels may be traversing the sea area delimited in the proclamation of the German Admiralty.”
3C  The United States Insists Upon Its Rights as a Neutral Nation (May 13, 1915)
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“It is practically impossible for the officers of a submarine to visit a merchantman at sea and examine her papers and cargo. It is practically impossible for them to make a prize of her; and, if they cannot put a prize crew on board of her, they cannot sink her without leaving her crew and all on board of her to the mercy of the sea and her small boats...in at least two of the cases cited, not as much as a warning was received. Manifestly submarines cannot be used against merchantmen, as the last few weeks have shown, without an inevitable violation of many sacred principles of justice and humanity. American citizens act within their indisputable rights in taking their ships and traveling whenever their legitimate business calls them upon the high seas…”  - President Wilson’s first diplomatic protest to Germany, sent by Wilson's Secretary of State, William Jennings Bryan.  Bryan later resigned from office in protest at Wilson's handling of the Lusitania crisis because he believed Wilson was setting us up to enter the war.
Public opinion and the media played a pivotal role in how the Lusitania affected the international political climate.

"Some of the Sixty-Six Coffins Buried in One of the Huge Graves in the Queenstown Churchyard." New York Times, May 30, 1915, [7]. 

DOCUMENT #4 TRADE STATISTICS
Exports to Warring Nations
U.S. Exports to Great Britain, France, and Germany, 1912 – 1916

Value of US Merchandise Exports to Britain and Germany,

1914-1916

(in rounded millions of dollars)

	Year
	Britain
	Germany

	1914
	$594 m.
	$345 m.

	1915
	$912 m.
	$29 m.

	1916
	$1887 m.
	$2 m.


DOCUMENT #5

The Zimmermann note was sent by German Foreign Minister Alfred Zimmermann to the German minister in Mexico. The note was sent through the German embassy in Washington D.C. on January 19, 1917, intercepted by British intelligence, and turned over to the United States Department of State.  Released to the press on March 1, it aroused American public opinion.  When questioned, Zimmermann verified the authenticity of the note. **Released to US press on March 1, 1917!
Berlin, January 19, 1917.

On the first of February we intend to begin unrestricted submarine warfare.  In spite of this, it is our intention to keep the United States of American neutral.  

If this attempt is not successful, we propose an alliance on the following basis with Mexico: That we shall make war together against the United States and together we shall make peace.  We shall give general financial support, and it is understood that Mexico is to re-conquer the lost territory in New Mexico, Texas, and Arizona.  The rest of the details are left for your settlement.  

You are instructed to inform the President of Mexico of the above in greatest confidence as soon as it is certain that the United States will enter the war. 

Please call to the attention of the President of Mexico that submarine warfare now promises to force England to make peace in a few months.

Front page news in the U.S. was covered with the tragedy that was the Lusitania sinking.  The focus was on the civilian lives lost.
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Public opinion and the media played a pivotal role in how the Lusitania affected the international political climate.
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"Some of the Sixty-Six Coffins Buried in One of the Huge Graves in the Queenstown Churchyard." New York Times, May 30, 1915, [7]. 

AIM: Is neutrality possible during a period of global conflict?
MOTIVATION: 

“Neutrality is at times a graver sin than belligerence.” -Louis D. Brandeis quotes (Supreme Court Justice, 1856-1941)

 “If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the oppressor. If an elephant has its foot on the tail of a mouse and you say that you are neutral, the mouse will not appreciate your neutrality.”-Bishop Desmond Tutu quotes (African Spiritual leader and Novelist, b.1931)

“The hottest places in hell are reserved for those who in times of great moral crises maintain their neutrality” -Dante Alighieri quotes (Italian Author and Poet. Considered one of the greatest poets in all literature, 1265-1321)

(1) What does the term “neutrality” mean?
(2) What do these people think of being neutral?

(3) Why do they believe neutral people are actually choosing the wrong side?

(4) Do you agree with these quotes about neutrality?  Why/why not?

TASKS  READ A Wilson’s Speech
(1) Why did Americans seem to favor the Allied powers?

(2) Why did Wilson appeal to the American people in order to keep neutral?//Why might it be difficult for Americans to be neutral?

READ B  Immigrants in the U.S. 

(1) What was the background of American immigrants during 1910?

(2) What do these numbers tell us about the makeup of the American population?  

(3) How does this population makeup affect the decisions of the U.S. government?

(4) Should the population influence the U.S. government decisions about foreign policy?

READ C  Sinking of the Lusitania
(1) How did the Lusitania sink?

(2) Why was this an important national headline in U.S. newspapers?

OH Telegraph and grave site

· Does public opinion matter?

· How can public opinion affect national political choices?

READ D Rights as a Neutral Nation

(1) Why was the U.S. arguing that we could not check out every merchantman at sea to examine papers and cargo?

(2) What do you think was the message President Wilson was trying to say in this appeal?

(3) Do you agree with Wilson’s point of view?  Explain.

READ E Charts/Graphs

(1) Describe the U.S. export (trade) policy with Great Britain, France and Germany?

(2) What change in trends do you see?

(3) According to this graph and chart, was the U.S. more helpful to certain nations than others?  

(4) What does this change in export rates say about U.S. foreign policy and neutrality?

APPLICATION: 
(1) How did the U.S. policy toward the war gradually change?

(2) What were the reasons behind this change?
SUMMARY: Can a country remain neutral during a period of global conflict?  Explain.
World powers…must get involved…
EXPER.

“Neutrality is at times a graver sin than belligerence.” 

 Louis D. Brandeis (American Supreme Court Justice, 1856-1941)

 “If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the oppressor(one who limits others). If an elephant has its foot on the tail of a mouse and you say that you are neutral, the mouse will not appreciate your neutrality.” 
Bishop Desmond Tutu (African Spiritual leader and Novelist, b.1931)
“The hottest places in hell are reserved for (saved for) those who in times of great moral crises maintain their neutrality”  

Dante Alighieri (Italian Author and Poet. Considered one of the greatest poets in all literature, 1265-1321)

SAGA. Quotes adapted.

“Neutrality is at times a greater sin than fighting.” 

Adapted Louis D. Brandeis (Supreme Court Justice, 1856-1941)

 “If you are neutral in situations of injustice(unfairness), you have chosen the side of the oppressor(one who limits others). If an elephant has its foot on the tail of a mouse and you say that you are neutral, the mouse will not appreciate your neutrality.” 
Bishop Desmond Tutu (African Spiritual leader and Novelist, b.1931)
“The hottest places in hell are saved for those who in times of great moral crises keep their neutrality”  

Adapted Dante Alighieri (Italian Author and Poet. Considered one of the greatest poets in all literature, 1265-1321)

World War I

World War I was the first total war. Once the war began, the countries involved mobilized their entire populations and economic resources to achieve victory on the battlefield. 
The term home front, which was widely used for the first time during World War I, symbolized this new concept of a war in which the civilian population behind the lines was directly and critically involved in the war effort.
The war began as a clash between two coalitions of European countries. The conflict eventually involved 32 countries, 28 of which supported the Allies. Some of these nations, however, did not participate in the actual fighting. 
	Allied Powers
	Central Powers

	United Kingdom, France, Belgium, Serbia, Montenegro, and the Russian Empire.

Japan joins (1914)…and then so does Italy (1915).

The United States joined in 1917…after their policy of neutrality had been abandoned.
	Germany and Austria-Hungary.

The Ottoman Empire later joins (1914), along with Bulgaria (1915).


Is Neutrality Possible During a Period of Global Conflict?

A. Wilson's Speech (August 19, 1914)
The likelihood of many Americans to favor the Allied Powers was increased in the first week of the war when the German army, on its way to France, invaded and overran Belgium. A German leader said that Germany’s 80 year old treaty guaranteeing Belgian neutrality was just a "scrap of paper." Reports of German atrocities (horrible acts) in Belgium, many of them exaggerated, filled the newspapers. Aware of the feelings dividing Americans, President Wilson asked Americans to remain neutral:

“My fellow Americans: The effect of the war upon the United States will depend upon 

 what American citizens say and do. Everyone who really loves America will act and

 speak in the true spirit of neutrality, which is the spirit of fairness and friendliness to all concerned. The people of the United States are com from many nations, and mostly from nations now at war. It is natural that some will wish one nation, others another, to win this great struggle. Such divisions among us might seriously stand in the way of carrying out our duty as the one great nation at peace, [the] one people holding itself ready to play the role of un-bias umpire, pushing peace and compromises as a friend. I therefore speak a word of warning to you against taking sides. The United States must be neutral in fact as well as in name during these days that are to try men's souls. We must be fair in thought as well as in action.”
B. Immigrants in the United States
People of European Background in the United States 1910
(Total United States Population: 91, 972,266)

	Country of Origin
	Foreign-Born
	American Born with

One or Two Foreign-

Born Parents
	Total

	Germany
	2,501,181
	5,781,437
	8,282,618

	Austria-Hungary
	1,670,524
	1,031,262
	2,701,786

	Great Britain*
	1,219,968
	2,011,084
	3,231,052

	Russia
	1,732,421
	1,020,254
	2,752,675

	Italy
	1,343,070
	755,290
	2,098,360


*Excludes Ireland


C) Sinking of the Lusitania
An ocean liner for the British Cunard Steamship Lines, the Lusitania was sunk by a German U-boat on May 7, 1915. 

1,195 people died, 128 of them American. The sinking 
of the Lusitania became one 
of the reasons for speeding 
up the U.S.’s involvement in WWI, for even though the ship was carrying weapons 
in its storage, it was being used as a civilian ship.

D. The United States Insists Upon Its Rights as a Neutral Nation (May 13, 1915)

“It is practically impossible for the officers of a submarine to visit a merchantman at sea and examine the ship’s papers and cargo. It is practically impossible for them to make a prize of her (the ship)…they cannot sink her without leaving her crew and all on board of her to the mercy of the sea and her small boats...in at least two of the cases, no warning was received. Submarines cannot be used against merchantmen, as the last few weeks have shown, without a violation of many principles (beliefs) of justice (fairness). American citizens act within their rights in taking their ships and traveling whenever their legal business calls them to the high seas…”  - President Wilson’s first protest to Germany, sent by Wilson's Secretary of State, William Jennings Bryan.  Bryan later quit from office in protest at Wilson's handling of the Lusitania crisis because he believed Wilson was setting us up to enter the war.

