STATION 1
Treaty of Paris  (1763): end to the French and Indian War, also known as the Seven Years War, fought in America; peace brokered between France, Spain, and Britain. Britain emerges victorious. 
(a) …The subjects of France shall have the liberty of fishing and drying on a part of the coasts of the island of Newfoundland…on condition that the subjects of France do not exercise the said fishery but at the distance of three leagues from all the coasts belonging to Great Britain, as well those of the continent as those of the islands…

(b) …In order to reestablish peace on solid and durable foundations, and to remove for ever all subject of dispute with regard to the limits of the British and French territories on the continent of America; it is agreed, that, for the future, the confines between the dominions of his Britannick Majesty and those of his Most Christian Majesty, in that part of the world, shall be fixed irrevocably by a line drawn along the middle of the River Mississippi…and every thing which he possesses, or ought to possess, on the left side of the river Mississippi, except the town of New Orleans and the island in which it is situated, which shall remain to France, provided that the navigation of the river Mississippi shall be equally free, as well to the subjects of Great Britain as to those of France, in its whole breadth and length, from its source to the sea, and expressly that part which is between the said island of New Orleans and the right bank of that river, as well as the passage both in and out of its mouth: It is farther stipulated, that the vessels belonging to the subjects of either nation shall not be stopped, visited, or subjected to the payment of any duty whatsoever…

(c) …The stipulations inserted in the IVth article, in favour of the inhabitants of Canada shall also take place with regard to the inhabitants of the countries ceded by this article…The King of Great Britain shall restore to Spain all the territory which he has conquered in the island of Cuba, with the fortress of the Havannah; and this fortress, as well as all the other fortresses of the said island…
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STATION 2
Note: Continental Army Forms June 1775
Olive Branch Petition (July 1775)

We shall decline the ungrateful task of describing the irksome variety of artifices, practiced by many of your Majesty's Ministers, the delusive presences, fruitless terrors, and unavailing severities, that have, from time to time, been dealt out by them, in their attempts to execute this impolitic plan, or of traceing, thro'a series of years past, the progress of the unhappy differences between Great Britain and these colonies, which have flowed from this fatal source.
Your Majesty's Ministers, persevering in their measures, and proceeding to open hostilities for enforcing them, have compelled us to arm in our own defence, and have engaged us in a controversy so peculiarly abhorrent to the affections of your still faithful colonists, that when we consider whom we must oppose in this contest, and if it continues, what may be the consequences, our own particular misfortunes are accounted by us only as parts of our distress.

Knowing to what violent resentments and incurable animosities, civil discords are apt to exasperate and inflame the contending parties, we think ourselves required by indispensable obligations to Almighty God, to your Majesty, to our fellow subjects, and to ourselves, immediately to use all the means in our power, not incompatible with our safety, for stopping the further effusion of blood, and for averting the impending calamities that threaten the British Empire.
…and that, in the mean time, measures may be taken for preventing the further destruction of the lives of your Majesty's subjects; and that such statutes as more immediately distress any of your Majesty's colonies may be repealed.

NOTE: The British did not read the petition, and stated that the colonists had been involved in rebellion (August of 1775).

The Twelve United Colonies, by their Delegates in Congress, to the Inhabitants of Great Britain A letter by Penn explaining that he was writing a final plea for peace and justice.

“…It has been said, that we refuse to submit to the Restrictions on our Commerce. From whence is this Inference drawn? Not from our Words, we have repeatedly declared the Contrary; and we again profess our Submission to the several Acts of Trade and Navigation, passed before the Year 1763, trusting, nevertheless, in the Equity and Justice of Parliament…”
STATION 3      

George Washington

The colonies never had a professional army and quickly needed to build one.  They turned to George Washington who was a General for the British and Colonists during the French and Indian War and then the representative from Virginia to the Continental Congress.  When they created the Continental Army on June 14, 1775, they made Washington Commander-in-Chief.  Washington quickly had to recruit, build and train this new army as trained professional British soldiers were coming to America.  While Washington’s Continental Army did not win many major victories against the British, his leadership kept the army together after major defeats (such as through the cold Winter of Valley Forge).   Washington was also a great strategist and even though the British drove his army from the field, he did not let them destroy his army and fought them to a standstill.  He and his other commanders also had the colonial militias (untrained volunteers) fight guerilla warfare – hiding and then attacking the British – which helped to slow the British down even more.  
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STATION 4
Thomas Paine’s “Common Sense” – January 1776

“…I offer nothing more than simple facts, plain arguments and common sense...It is right and reasonable for America to separate from England…If we stay with England we stay connected to England, we will get too involved in British political problems…Even the distance between England and America gives proof that we are not supposed to be connected…The period of debate is closed.  Arms as the last resource must decide the contest (argument)…Everything that is right pleads for separation.  The blood of the slain, the weeping voice of nature cries, ‘Tis time to part.’”


Declaration of Independence – July 1776
“When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, …a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.”

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to the Acts of pretended legislations: 



For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us.



For protecting them, by mock Trial, from punishment for any murders which

                        they should commit on the Inhabitants of these States: 

For imposing Taxes on us without our consent.”
 STATION 6     
Battle of Saratoga and the French

The British had much success during the Revolutionary War, but could never seem to finish the colonial armies off.  The British then planned to send a large invasion force from Canada into New York to end the war – cutting off a major base for the colonies.  However, this army was attacked and defeated by the Colonists at the Battle of Saratoga in October, 1777.   The defeat was important for two reasons – the colonial armies had been badly beaten and needed success to build confidence.  Also, the French, who hated the British and were watching the war with great interest, needed a reason to come in.  The French decided that if the Colonists could beat the British in a major battle, then the Colonists (with French help) might be able to win.  After the Battle of Saratoga, the French supported the Colonists with weapons, generals to train colonial armies, and thousands of French soldiers and warships.  France also threatened other British colonies around the world – forcing Britain to not concentrate her full resources in crushing the American Rebellion – but having to protect her other colonies.  
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The Battle of Saratoga (Freeman’s Farm)

	Date
	Friday, September 19, 1777

	Weather
	52`F, cloudy

	Location
	Saratoga County, New York

	 
	Great Britain
	The US Colonies

	Belligerents
	Brunswick-Wolfenbüttel, Great Britain, Hesse-Hanau
	United States

	Commanders
	General John Burgoyne
	Benedict Arnold, 

HYPERLINK "http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/commanderdetail.aspx?commander=20"
Daniel Morgan, 

HYPERLINK "http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/commanderdetail.aspx?commander=32"
Horatio Gates

	Casualties
	Force: 7200

Killed: 140

Wounded: 370

Captured: 390
	Force: 9000

Killed: 60

Wounded: 260

Captured: 0


STATION 7     

Yorktown and the Treaty of Paris


Washington, after his army escaped the British in the North, snuck down to Virginia, and he and his French allies (under General Lafayette) trapped 9,000 British soldiers under General Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown, Virginia.  The British were also trapped by sea, blocked in by a French fleet that had just defeated a British fleet.  After two months of siege (fighting in a trapped area), General Cornwallis surrendered his men to Washington.  Why the British still had ¾ of their armies in America, Parliament was growing tired of the war and its costs, and with the surrender of this major army, decided to make peace.  Peace was signed in Paris on 1783 in what is known as The Treaty of Paris – where Britain agreed to give the American Colonies their independence.  
The Battle of Yorktown

	Date
	Tuesday, October 09, 1781

	Weather
	~49-60`F, winds 7-20 knots

	Location
	Yorktown, Virginia

	 
	Great Britain
	The US Colonies

	Belligerents
	Great Britain, Hesse-Kassel
	France, United States

	Commanders
	Lord Charles Cornwallis
	George Washington

	Casualties
	Force: 8980

Killed: 309

Wounded: 326

Captured: 8007
	Force: 20600

Killed: 72

Wounded: 180

Captured: 0


STATION 5
The Great Fire of New York  (September 1776)

There is no confirmation as to who started it but it did enable the British to occupy the City of New York until 1783. 
“A French illustration drawn mainly from imagination nonetheless captures the horror of the fire that raged through New York, and the chaos and violence that followed in its wake.”  - 1776 by David McCuullough
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The Battle of Lexington and Concord 








www.theamericanrevolution.org/battledetail
	Date
	Wednesday, April 19, 1775

	Weather
	~55-65`F, winds calm

	Location
	Lexington and Concord Massachusetts

	 
	Great Britain
	The US Colonies

	Belligerents
	Great Britain
	United States

	Commanders
	Lieutenant-General Hugh Percy, 

HYPERLINK "http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/commanderdetail.aspx?commander=13"
Major John Pitcairn, 

HYPERLINK "http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/commanderdetail.aspx?commander=12"
Major-General Francis Smith
	Colonel James Barrett, 

HYPERLINK "http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/commanderdetail.aspx?commander=5"
Colonel John Buttrick, 

HYPERLINK "http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/commanderdetail.aspx?commander=7"
Dr. Joseph Warren, 

HYPERLINK "http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/commanderdetail.aspx?commander=3"
John Parker, 

HYPERLINK "http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/commanderdetail.aspx?commander=6"
William Heath

	Casualties
	Force: 1500

Killed: 73

Wounded: 174

Captured: 53
	Force: 3800

Killed: 49

Wounded: 39

Captured: 0


The Battle of Bunker Hill

	Date
	Friday, June 16, 1775

	Weather
	~55-65 `F, winds 10 knots

	Location
	Charlestown, Massachusetts

	 
	Great Britain
	The US Colonies

	Belligerents
	Great Britain
	United States

	Commanders
	Sir William Howe
	Dr. Joseph Warren, 

HYPERLINK "http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/commanderdetail.aspx?commander=19"
Israel Putnam, 

HYPERLINK "http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/commanderdetail.aspx?commander=18"
William Prescott

	Casualties
	Force: 3000

Killed: 226

Wounded: 828

Captured: 0
	Force: 2400

Killed: 115

Wounded: 305

Captured: 30


The Battle of Quebec

	Date
	Sunday, December 31, 1775

	Weather
	~31`F, Blizzard conditions

	Location
	Quebec City, Province of Quebec

	 
	Great Britain
	The US Colonies

	Belligerents
	Canadian Militia, Great Britain
	1st Canadian Regiment, United States

	Commanders
	Captain William DeLaPlace, 

HYPERLINK "http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/commanderdetail.aspx?commander=11"
Sir Guy Carleton
	Benedict Arnold, 

HYPERLINK "http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/commanderdetail.aspx?commander=20"
Daniel Morgan, 

HYPERLINK "http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/commanderdetail.aspx?commander=2"
Richard Montgomery

	Casualties
	Force: 1800

Killed: 5

Wounded: 14

Captured: 0
	Force: 1200

Killed: 48

Wounded: 34

Captured: 431


The Battle of Long Island (Brooklyn Heights)

	Date
	Tuesday, August 27, 1776

	Weather
	~78-82`F, rain/fog high winds

	Location
	Long Island, New York

	 
	Great Britain
	The US Colonies

	Belligerents
	Great Britain, Hessians
	United States

	Commanders
	Lord Charles Cornwallis, 

HYPERLINK "http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/commanderdetail.aspx?commander=9"
Sir Henry Clinton, 

HYPERLINK "http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/commanderdetail.aspx?commander=8"
Sir William Howe
	George Washington, 

HYPERLINK "http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/commanderdetail.aspx?commander=19"
Israel Putnam, 

HYPERLINK "http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/commanderdetail.aspx?commander=21"
William Alexander

	Casualties
	Force: 20000

Killed: 64

Wounded: 293

Captured: 31
	Force: 10000

Killed: 300

Wounded: 800

Captured: 1000


The Battle of Fort Washington

	Date
	Saturday, November 16, 1776

	Weather
	~28`F; winds ~20-30 knots; Light snow

	Location
	Washington Heights, Manhattan, New York

	 
	Great Britain
	The US Colonies

	Belligerents
	Great Britain, Hessians
	United States

	Commanders
	Sir William Howe, 

HYPERLINK "http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/commanderdetail.aspx?commander=23"
Wilhelm von Knyphausen
	George Washington, 

HYPERLINK "http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/commanderdetail.aspx?commander=22"
Robert Magaw

	Casualties
	Force: 8000

Killed: 84

Wounded: 374

Captured: 0
	Force: 3000

Killed: 59

Wounded: 96

Captured: 2837


The Battle of Trenton

	Date
	Thursday, December 26, 1776

	Weather
	~20`F, cloudy, winds calm

	Location
	Trenton, New Jersey

	 
	Great Britain
	The US Colonies

	Belligerents
	Great Britain, Hessians
	United States

	Commanders
	Johann Rall
	George Washington

	Casualties
	Force: 1520

Killed: 22

Wounded: 86

Captured: 906
	Force: 2400

Killed: 2

Wounded: 5

Captured: 0


The Battle of Brandywine

	Date
	Thursday, September 11, 1777

	Weather
	~58F Winds calm; thick fog

	Location
	Near Chadds Ford, Pennsylvania

	 
	Great Britain
	The US Colonies

	Belligerents
	Great Britain
	United States

	Commanders
	Sir William Howe
	George Washington

	Casualties
	Force: 15500

Killed: 89

Wounded: 488

Captured: 6
	Force: 14600

Killed: 300

Wounded: 600

Captured: 400


The Battle of Saratoga (Freeman’s Farm)

	Date
	Friday, September 19, 1777

	Weather
	52`F, cloudy

	Location
	Saratoga County, New York

	 
	Great Britain
	The US Colonies

	Belligerents
	Brunswick-Wolfenbüttel, Great Britain, Hesse-Hanau
	United States

	Commanders
	General John Burgoyne
	Benedict Arnold, 

HYPERLINK "http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/commanderdetail.aspx?commander=20"
Daniel Morgan, 

HYPERLINK "http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/commanderdetail.aspx?commander=32"
Horatio Gates

	Casualties
	Force: 7200

Killed: 140

Wounded: 370

Captured: 390
	Force: 9000

Killed: 60

Wounded: 260

Captured: 0


The Siege of Charleston
	Date
	Wednesday, March 29, 1780

	Weather
	~65 - 70`F, clear, very windy

	Location
	Charleston, South Carolina

	 
	Great Britain
	The US Colonies

	Belligerents
	Great Britain
	United States

	Commanders
	Admiral Mariot Arbuthnot, 

HYPERLINK "http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/commanderdetail.aspx?commander=9"
Sir Henry Clinton
	Benjamin Lincoln

	Casualties
	Force: 13500

Killed: 76

Wounded: 182

Captured: 0
	Force: 5466

Killed: 92

Wounded: 148

Captured: 4650


The Battle of Guilford Courthouse

	Date
	Thursday, March 15, 1781

	Weather
	~45-50`F, sunny

	Location
	Guilford Courthouse, North Carolina

	 
	Great Britain
	The US Colonies

	Belligerents
	Great Britain
	United States

	Commanders
	Lord Charles Cornwallis
	Nathanael Greene

	Casualties
	Force: 1900

Killed: 93

Wounded: 413

Captured: 26
	Force: 4400

Killed: 79

Wounded: 185

Captured: 75


The Battle of Yorktown

	Date
	Tuesday, October 09, 1781

	Weather
	~49-60`F, winds 7-20 knots

	Location
	Yorktown, Virginia

	 
	Great Britain
	The US Colonies

	Belligerents
	Great Britain, Hesse-Kassel
	France, United States

	Commanders
	Lord Charles Cornwallis
	George Washington

	Casualties
	Force: 8980

Killed: 309

Wounded: 326

Captured: 8007
	Force: 20600

Killed: 72

Wounded: 180

Captured: 0


STATION 8 

Revolutionary Songs!

The Congress

Ye, Tories all rejoice and sing, success to George our gracious King. The faithful subjects tribute bring, and execrate the congress. 

These hardy knaves and stupid fools, some apish and pragmatic mules, Some servile acquiescing tools, These compose the Congress.
Then Jove resolve to send a curse, and all the woes of life rehearse. Not plague, not famine, but much worse, He cursed us with a Congress.

Then peace forsook this hopeless shore, Then cannons blazed with horrid roar, We hear of blood, death, wounds, and gore, The offspring of the Congress.

Prepare, prepare, my friends prepare, For scenes of blood, the field of war. To royal standard we’ll repair, And curse the haughty Congress.
Huzzah! Huzzah! And thrice Huzzah! Return peace, harmony, and law! Restore such times as once we saw, And bid adieu to Congress.

Revolutionary Tea

There was a rich lady lived over the sea, And she was an island queen. Her daughter lived off in the new country, With an ocean of water between. With an ocean of water between, with an ocean of water between.

The old lady’s pockets were filled with gold, Yet never contented was she. So she ordered her daughter to pay her a tax, Of thrupence a pound on the tea. Of thrupence a pound on the tea, of thrupence a pound on the tea.
“Oh mother, dear mother,” the daughter replied. “I’ll not do the thing that you ask. I’m willing to pay fair price for the tea, But never a thrupenny tax, But never a thrupenny tax, but never a thrupenny tax.”

“You shall!” cried the mother, and reddened with rage. “For you’re my own daughter you see. And it’s only proper that daughter should pay Her mother a tax on the tea, Her mother a tax on the tea, her mother a tax on the tea.”
She ordered her servant to come up to her And to wrap up a package of tea. And eager for threepence a pound she put in Enough for a large family, Enough for a large family, enough for a large family. 

The tea was conveyed to her daughter’s own door, All down by the Oceanside. But the bouncing girl poured out every pound On the dark and the boiling tide, On the dark and the boiling tide, on the dark and the boiling tide. 
And then she called out to the island queen “Oh mother, dear mother,” called she. “Your tea you may have when ‘tis steeped enough. But NEVER a tax from me, But NEVER a tax from me, but NEVER a tax from me!”

Address to the Ladies 

Young ladies in town, and those that live round let a friend at this season advise you; Since money's so scarce, and times growing worse, Strange things may soon surprise you; First then throw aside your high top knots of pride, Wear none but your own country linen; Of economy boast, let your pride be the most, To show clothes of your own make and spinning.

What if homespun they say is not quite so gay, As brocades, yet be not in a passion; For when once it is known this is much worn in town One and all will cry out 'tis the fashion! No more ribands wear, not in rich dress appear, Love your country much better than fine things; Begin without passion, it will soon be the fashion, To grace your smooth locks with a twine string.

These do without fear, and to all you'll appear Fair, Charming, true, lovely, and clever, Tho' the times remain darkish, young men may be sparkish, And love you much stronger than ever. Then make yourselves easy, for no one will tease ye, Nor tax you, if chancing to sneer, At the sense-ridden tools, who this us all fool; But they'll find the reverse far and near.

The Battle of the Kegs

Twas early day as poet say, just when the sun was rising. A soldier stood on a log of wood and saw a sight surprising. A sailor too in jerkin blue this strange appearance viewing. First damned his eyes in great surprise, then said “Some mischief’s brewing.”

These kegs now hold the rebels bold, packed up like pickled herring. And they’re come down to attack the town in this new way of ferrying. Therefore prepare for bloody war, these kegs must all be routed. Or surely we despised will be, and British courage doubted. 

The cannons roar from shore to shore, the small arms make a rattle. Since war began I’m sure no man ere saw so strange a battle. These kegs ‘tis said, though strongly made of rebels staves and hoops, sir Could not oppose their powerful foes, the conquering British troops, sir!
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