Settling the New England Colonies 1619-1700
I. The Protestant Reformation Produces Puritanism
· Martin Luther nailed his protests against Catholicism on the Wittenberg Cathedral in 1517.

· Said that the bible only was God’s word and started Protestant Reformation.

· John Calvin of Geneva believed in the Reformation so much he had ideas that affected America’s future generations.

· Calvinism was the main religion for New England. 

· Calvin wrote institutes of the Christian Religion (1536). It said God was good, powerful and already predestines who was going to heaven (the elect) and hell before they were born and said that humans were weak and evil.
· Those who were sure to go had signs of conversion where god told them they were of the elect and were then expected to live the life of a visible saint.

· Calvinism swept through England in the 1530’s where King Henry the 8th broke the Roman Catholic Church.

· The Puritans wanted to completely de-catholicize the church. 

· Devout Puritans thought that only visible saints belonged in the church but the king let everyone in.

· This mix angered a group called the separatists who broke away from the church of England.

II. The Pilgrims end their Pilgrimage at Plymouth  
1. They were unhappy and they wanted to move to a place where they could still keep their English values. They were known as the “Separatists” going on a PILGRIMAGE to FREEDOM.
· They negotiated with the Virginia Company to get the Mayflower ship charter. 

2. When reaching America the ship missed its mark and landed at Plymouth. They decided to get off the ship and NOT go to Jamestown, Virginia but instead try to find their own resources and establish their own area. 
· Fewer than half the people on the ship were separatists; before disembarking 41 adult males not including servants or seamen signed the Mayflower compact – a simple agreement to form a crude government and submit to the will of the majority. This was the first example of self government in the colonies. 
DOCUMENT 1: In The Name Of God, Amen. We, whose names are underwritten ... Having undertaken for the Glory of God, and Advancement of the Christian Faith, and the Honour of our King and Country, a Voyage to plant the first Colony in the northern Parts of Virginia; Do by these Presents, solemnly and mutually, in the Presence of God and one another, covenant and combine ourselves together into a civil Body Politick, for our better Ordering and Preservation, and Furtherance of the Ends aforesaid: And by Virtue hereof do enact, constitute, and frame, such just and equal Laws, Ordinances, Acts, Constitutions, and Officers, from time to time, as shall be thought most meet and convenient for the general Good of the Colony; unto which we promise all due Submission and Obedience. –Mayflower Compact 
· After the first winter (1620-1621) only 44/102 pilgrims survived. They weren’t ready at all for it. The men who went considered themselves “gentlemen” and didn’t want to farm and make settlements. They were looking for gold. 
· In the autumn of 1621 they started to see improvements in harvest and celebrated the first Thanksgiving.

· Pilgrims were blessed with William Bradford who was elected governor 30 times -- he was a great leader.
III. The Bay Colony Bible Commonwealth
1. In 1630 Massachusetts Bay colony was established by non-separating puritans, it soon grew to be the largest and most influential of the colonies.

2. The great migration started in 1630- 70000 refugees left England-not all of them were puritans.

· John Winthrop became Massachusetts 1st governor for 19 years. 
· The Puritan Bay colonists believed that they had a covenant with God, an agreement to build a holy society that would be a model for all humankind. They believed they were “pre-destined” to be chosen by God. 
DOCUMENT 2: The eyes of god are upon us so that if we deal falsely with God in this work we have undertaken, and so cause him to withdraw his present support for this religious experiment, we shall be made a story and by the world we shall open the mouth of enemies to speak evil about God...we shall shame the faces of many of God's believers and cause their prayers to be turned into curses turned into darkness until we are consumed out of the good land to which we are going. - Governor Winthrop, 1630
IV. Building the Bay Colony 

1. Nonbelievers as well as believers paid taxes for the government- this supported the church.

· A congregation had the right to hire and fire its ministers and set his salary. Clergymen were also barred from holding formal political office.

· They endorsed the idea of separating church and state. The freemen annually elected the governor and his assistants and a representative assembly called the General Court.
· DOCUMENT 3: “That from henceforth forever there shall be one governor, one deputy governor, and 18 assistants of the company, to be time and time constituted and elected and chosen by the Freemen” – Massachusetts Bay Charter 

2. Winthrop didn’t like democracy and yet there were some democratic elements to life in New England.

V. Trouble in the Bible Commonwealth
1. The Bay commonwealth enjoyed a high degree of social harmony.

· When Quakers emerged in Massachusetts during the 1640s, they were fined, whipped, and banished by colonial officials. Because Quakers believed that there was no distinction between the "elect" and the rest of the population, that the Divine spirit dwelled within everyone, they were deemed heretical to Puritan doctrine. The Quakers' suggestion that their members' "inner light" offered a surer spiritual guidance than the Bible or ministers deeply offended Puritan sensibilities. As a result, four Quakers who returned to Massachusetts from exile were hung between 1659 and 1660. Baptists were also attacked, as they did not prioritize a learned ministry and were therefore deemed threatening to the Puritans, who maintained that an intellectual elite of ministers were the rightful interpreters of the Bible (and therefore of God's will).
· Antinomianism was the belief that the elect need not obey the laws of either God or man; most notably promoted in the colonies by Anne Hutchinson.  She wanted to allow women to read the bible to other people and sometimes disagreed with what the Church said. Because she did not listen, she was forced to leave. She was kicked out. She took her husband and 15 children and moved a few miles south. They created the colony of "Rhode Island" (this is now a state south of Massachusetts). She and her family were eventually killed by Native Americans. In this state, many people from New England started to move if they did not agree with the new churches.

2. Roger Williams, an extreme Separatist, was a popular Salem minister who also challenged the Church by saying he believed people in it were trying to take over too much. He was banished from the Massachusetts Bay Colony and founded Rhode Island. 
VI. The Rhode Island “Sewer”
1. Aided by friendly Indians, Roger Williams fled to Rhode Island in 1636. He built the first Baptist church, and established complete freedom of religion even for Jews and Catholics.
· There were no taxes demanded for the church, no oaths had to be made for religious beliefs.

2. Rhode Island became individualistic and stubbornly independent.
VII. New England Spreads Out

1. Hartford and Connecticut were founded in 1635.

2. In 1639 the settlers of the new Connecticut River colony drafted the Fundamental orders. 

3. 1638- New Haven was established in Connecticut, it was a community founded by puritans.

· In 1662 Charles II granted Connecticut a charter. In 1641, New Hampshire was absorbed by the greedy Massachusetts Bay. The king took it back and made New Hampshire a royal colony in 1679.
DOCUMENT 4: Democracy in New England - The Fundamental Orders of Connecticut (1639)

2. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that the election of the aforesaid Magistrates shall be in this manner: every person present and qualified for choice shall bring in one single paper with the name of him written in it whom he desires to have Governor, and that he that hath the greatest number of papers shall be Governor for that year.

11. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that when any General Court upon the occasions of the Commonwealth have agreed upon any sum, or sums of money to be levied upon the several Towns within this Jurisdiction, that a committee be chosen to set out and appoint what shall be the proportion of every Town to pay of the said levy, provided the committee be made up of an equal number out of each Town. 

VIII. Seeds of Colonial Unity and Independence 
1. In 1643 four colonies banded together to form the New England Confederation.
2. During the English civil war there was armed conflict between the between royalists and parliamentarians, resulting in the victory of pro-parliament forces and execution of Charles I.
IX.  Andros Promotes the First American Revolution
1. Massachusetts suffered humiliation when The Dominion of New England was created by royal authority.  The leader of the Dominion was Lord Edmund Andros who was disliked because of his harsh regulations. He was shipped back to England.
2. The glorious (bloodless) revolution occurred in England to dethrone king James II.
· A period of salutary neglect –where navigation laws were only weakly enforced- started.
HOMELIFE
I. The New England Family

1. Clean water and cool temperatures retarded the spread of killer microbes in the New England area. 

· In contrast to the Chesapeake, New England settlers added ten years to their life spans by migrating from the old world. The average life span was 70 years. 

2. They also tended to migrate as families instead of lone men. So the population grew more swiftly from natural reproduction.

· Early marriage also encouraged the booming birthrates

· A married woman could expect up to 10 pregnancies and rear as many as 8 surviving children. 

3. In the 17th century a rudimentary conception of woman’s rights as individuals was beginning to appear. Women still couldn’t vote and popular attitude insisted that they were morally weaker.

4. The laws of Puritan New England sought to defend the integrity of marriages. Divorce was exceedingly rare and the authorities would order separated couples to reunite.
DOCUMENT 5: Blue Laws of Connecticut, 1672: 

1. If any man or woman, after legal conviction, shall have or worship any other God but the Lord God, he shall be put to death. 

2. If any person with in this colony shall blaspheme the name of God, the Father, Son, or Holy Ghost, with direct, express, presumptuous, or high-handed blasphemy, or shall curse in the like manner, he shall be put to death. 

4. In any person shall commit any willful murder, committed upon malice, hatred or cruelty, not in a man’s just and necessary defense, nor by casualty (accident) against his will, he shall be put to death. 

14. If any child or children above sixteen years old, and of sufficient understanding, shall curse or smite their natural father or mother, he or they shall be put to death. Unless it can be sufficiently testified that the parents have been unchristianly negligent in the education of such children, or so provoked them by extreme and cruel correction that they have been forced thereunto to preserve themselves…

II. Life in the New England Towns

1. Proprietors were the sober-minded town fathers.

· New towns were legally chartered by colonial authorities and the distribution of land was entrusted to the laws of proprietors. 

· They would move themselves and their families to the designated place and lay out their town.

· The center usually consisted of a meetinghouse as a place of worship and a townhall.

2. Towns of more than 50 families were required to provide elementary education. Half the adults were literate.

· In 1636- Harvard College was established in Massachusetts. And in 1693 the William and Mary College in Virginia (add that to your Virginia maps)
3. Puritans ran their church democratically and that lead to democratic government. 
III. The Half-way Covenant and the Salem Witch Trials

1. Jeremiad- Often fiery sermons lamenting the waning piety of parishioners. 

2. There was a decline of conversions and in 1662 the half-way covenant was established.

· It modified the “covenant” to admit baptism but not full communion of the children of baptized but not yet converted existing members. 

· The Half-Way Covenant was a form of partial church membership created by New England in 1662. It was promoted in particular because reverends felt that the people of the English colonies were drifting away from their original religious purpose. First-generation settlers were beginning to die out, while their children and grandchildren often expressed less religious piety, and more desire for material wealth.

Full membership in the tax-supported Puritan church required an account of a conversion experience, and only persons in full membership could have their own children baptized. Second and third generations, and later immigrants, did not have the same conversion experiences. These individuals were thus not accepted as members despite leading otherwise pious and upright Christian lives. In response, the Half-Way Covenant provided a partial church membership for the children and grandchildren of church members. Those who accepted the Covenant and agreed to follow the creed within the church could participate in the Lord's supper. Crucially, the half-way covenant provided that the children of holders of the covenant could be baptized in the church. 

Puritan preachers hoped that this plan would maintain some of the church's influence in society, and that these 'half-way members' would see the benefits of full membership, be exposed to teachings and piety which would lead to the "born again" experience, and eventually take the full oath of allegiance. Many of the more religious members of Puritan society rejected this plan as they felt it did not fully adhere to the church's guidelines, and many of the target members opted to wait for a true conversion experience instead of taking what they viewed as a short cut.
3. A group of adolescent girls in Salem, Massachusetts claimed to have been bewitched by certain older women starting off The Salem Witch trials.
A witch craze swept the small Puritan community of Salem Village, Massachusetts in 1692. It began when a group of girls gathered in the evenings in the home of Reverend Parris to listen to stories told by one of his slaves, Tituba. They also played fortune-telling games, which were strictly forbidden by the Puritans. One night, while trying to see the faces of their future husbands in an egg white dropped in a glass of water, one girl believed she saw the shape of a coffin.

Soon after, the girls began acting strangely, leading the Puritan community to suspect that the girls were victims of witchcraft. The girls named three townswomen, including Tituba, as the witches who were torturing them. The three women were put on trial for practicing witchcraft. Tituba confessed to having seen the devil and also stated that there was a coven, or group, of witches in the Salem Village area. The other two women, Sarah Good and Sarah Osbourne, insisted they were innocent. The court didn’t believe them, and found them guilty of practicing witchcraft.

As the weeks passed, the affected girls accused other townspeople of torturing them, and some on trial also named others as witches. Women were not the only ones believed to be witches—men and even some children were accused. By the end of the trials in 1693, 24 people had died, some in jail but most by hanging. Some of the accused had confessed as being witches, but none of them were hanged. Mostly women were accused.
· Lead to 19 individuals hanged, one pressed to death and two dogs killed. 

· The Trials ended in 1693 when the governor was alarmed by the accusations against his wife. The term “which hunting” developed into a metaphor for the dangerously irrational urge to find a scapegoat for social resentments
IV. The New England way of Life

1. The Climate was uncomfortably hot is the summers and the winter was cruelly cold. 

2. Rocky soil forced the new Englanders to work hard, be industrious and frugal. 

· They turned to the ports and fishing became the Gold mine of New England.

3. The Americans thought that the natives “wasted land” by not doing anything on it.
V. The Early Settlers’ Days and Ways

1. Each member of the family did their jobs. Life was humble but comfortable and land was cheap.

· Women, whether they were slaves or free or worked on southern plantations or in the north had similar duties all over.

· They wove, cooked, cleaned and cared for children.

· The men cleared land, fenced planted and cropped it, cut firewood and butchered livestock as needed. 

· The children helped with all these tasks while picking up as much schooling as they could. 
Dominant Denominations
1. Two “established churches” (tax-supported) by 1775 were the Anglican and the Congregational.

2. A great majority of people didn’t worship in churches. There was worry by the late 1600s that people weren’t devout enough.

VIII. The Great Awakening
1. By the 1700’s due to a rise in The Enlightenment thinkers of Europe, and the intensity of the work load in the new world, there was less religious fervor than before, and worry that so many
people would not be saved, the stage was set for a revival, which
occurred, and became the First Great Awakening.
2. Jonathan Edwards was a preacher with fiery preaching methods, emotionally moving many listeners to tears while talking of the eternal damnation that nonbelievers would face after
death.

· He began preaching in 1734, and his methods sparked debate among his peers.

· Most famous sermon was “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God,” describing a man dangling a spider over a blazing fire, able to drop the spider in at any time – just as God could do to
man.

· His famous metaphor: “The road to hell is paved with the skulls of unbaptized children.”

3. George Whitefield was even better than Edwards when he started four years later.An orator of rare gifts, he even made Jonathan Edwards weep and persuaded always skeptical Ben Franklin to empty his pockets into the collection plate. Imitators copied his emotional shaking sermons and his heaping of blame on sinners. These new preachers were met with skepticism by the “old lights,” or the orthodox clergymen.
4. However, the Great Awakening led to the founding of “new light” centers like Princeton, Brown, Rutgers, and Dartmouth.

5. The Great Awakening was the first religious experience shared by all Americans as a group.

IX. Schools and Colleges
1. Education was most important in New England, where it was used to train young future clergymen.

· In other parts of America, farm labor used up most of the time that would have been spent in school. However, there were fairly adequate primary and secondary schools in areas other than New England. The only problem was that only well-to-do children could afford to attend.

2. In a gloomy and grim atmosphere, colonial schools put most of the emphasis on religion and on the classical languages, as well as doctrine and orthodoxy.

· Discipline was quite severe, such as a child being cut by a limb from a birch tree.
