Lesson Topic: ____________Colonial Governments________     Date: _September 14, 2010 _

Lesson AIM: _________Was Society in Colonial America Democratic? ____________



Colonial Governments 


Representative Government


Virginia House of Burgesses (1619) 


a. land owning males


Self Government 


Mayflower Compact (1620) government by the consent of the governed (males)


New England Town Meetings – increased participation of residents


Written Constitutions 


Fundamental Orders of Connecticut (1639)


- based on the ideas of “majority rule,” “consent of the governed” – 1st written Constitution. 


Freedom of the Press 


Trial of Peter Zenger – free discussion of public issues


a. could speak ill of governors/government without fear (to a degree)


Freedom of Religion 


Colonial freedom of religion varied


religious laws still existed in many colonies; religions were variations on Christianity. 


Maryland Toleration Act (1649) – freedom of religion to all Christians. 


Roger Williams founded a new colony – Rhode Island 


William Penn founded the colony of Pennsylvania for freedom of worship for Quakers. 


George Calvert founded the colony of Maryland for freedom of worship for Catholics. 








Questions You Still Have About the Lesson Topic


Why were some colonies more democratic than others? 


Did the colonies become more or less democratic with their development? 








Lesson Summary 


Perspective #1 								Perspective #2 





YES! Limited democracy for most white males. 		NO! Aristocracy dominated the colonies. 


Economic democracy – widespread property 		Minorities were denied rights. Slaves 


ownership as well as political democracy (vote)		and women were denied rights. Planters


								merchants, were wealthy 


had more rights. Wealth and rights were inherited -  “plantation aristocracy.”











