Edward R. Murrow 






Social Studies Department
Allen Barge, Principal






Ms. Mazzini-Chin

American Experience HOMEWORK Packet 
Use the following documents to answer homework questions. 
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         Martin Luther King, Jr.(1958)                                 
2. Black Power Movement 

“I have to respect the believer in nonviolence because he is doing something I do not understand. It would be equivalent to putting handcuffs on me and putting me in the ring and telling me to fight Cassius Clay (Mohammed Ali) nonviolently. I don’t think I can do it. But what I am saying is this, whenever you are dealing with an enemy, you have to be able to communicate. You want to speak the language that the other person understands. When you’re in Mississippi speaking the language of nonviolence, you are not communicating, you are talking a language that they don’t understand.)









- Malcolm X 

Black Panther Party Platform and Program:  What We Want, What We Believe (October 1966)

1. We want freedom. We want power to determine the destiny of our Black Community. 

2. We want full employment for our people. 

3. We want an end to the robbery by the white man of our Black Community. 

4. We want decent housing, fit for shelter of human beings.

5. We want education for our people that exposes the true nature of this decadent American society. We want education that teaches us our true history and our role in the present-day society. 

6. We want all black men to be exempt from military service. 

7. We want an immediate end to police brutality and murder of black people. 

8. We want freedom for all black men held in federal, state, county and city prisons and jails. 

9. We want all black people when brought to trial to be tried in court by a jury of their peer group or people from their black communities, as defined by the Constitution of the United States. 

10. We want land, bread, housing, education, clothing, justice and peace. And as our major political objective, a United Nations-supervised plebiscite to be held throughout the black colony in which only black colonial subjects will be allowed to participate for the purpose of determining the will of black people as to their national destiny. 

3. Vietnam War  (Read the quotations below and answer the questions that follow) – Use your key word sheets as well.

 “A Losing War:   No one can assure you that we can beat the Vietcong or even force them to the conference table on our terms, no matter how many hundred thousand white, foreign troops we deploy (send to fight).  No one has demonstrated that a white ground force of whatever size can win a guerilla war in a jungle terrain in the midst of a population that refuses cooperation to the white forces (and the South Vietnamese).

Undersecretary of State George Ball (July 1, 1965)

“U.S. military spokesmen have often said that their greatest problem is finding the enemy.  The enemy is everywhere.  The old woman feeding her chickens may have a stock of hand grenades in her hut.  The little boys, who trail after American soldiers during the day, slip out to give information to the guerillas at night.  The washerwomen at the American air base bring a bomb to work one day.  It is impossible to tell which are the Vietcong and which are the civilians.”

Vietnam Day Committee Pamphlet (May 1965)
4. The Anti-War Movement 
Picture A



  
Picture B 
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“Violence often brings about momentary results...but...it solves no social problem; it merely creates new and more complicated ones....  The nonviolent resisters can summarize their message in the following simple terms:  We will take direct action against injustice without waiting for other agencies to act.  We will not obey unjust laws or submit to unjust practices.  We will do this peacefully, openly, cheerfully because our aim is to persuade.  The way of nonviolence means a willingness to suffer and sacrifice.  It may mean going to jail....  It may even mean physical death....  What is the Negro’s best defense against acts of violence inflicted upon him?  His only defense is to meet every act of barbarity, illegality, cruelty, and injustice toward an individual Negro with the fact that 100 more Negroes will present themselves in his place as potential victims.”











